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TIM WOOD
Our new Master from October 2002

My father, Colin Wood, was invited to join the livery in
1927 by Douglas Mathews (son of PM Maj. Henry

Edmund Mathews) his friend and partner in their firm of solic-
itors. He was Master in 1957 and remained active in the
Company throughout his life. I became his apprentice in 1956,
and  I was invited to join the Livery in 1967.

On graduating as an engineer in 1964 and, deciding that
learning to ski was high on my priorities, I joined Sulzer, just
north of Zurich, as an engineer working on railway locomo-
tives. After several glorious winters (and summers) I returned
to London to become a patent and trade mark attorney. I
joined the HAC (where I was commissioned) and decided to
study for an MBA at Insead in Fontainebleau (where there is

one of the worId’s most beauti-
ful golf courses - which I visit-
ed regularly).

After a spell with Shell in
Holland I was invited to join
BOC to help change it from a
utility to a high-tech company.
Since 1985 1 have worked as a
patent attorney and adviser
with universities, companies
and other professionals in the
technology revolution.

I had met Carine in France and we were married there in
1980. Carine had qualified as a doctor in France and since
coming to the UK has climbed the arduous ladder of hospital
medicine in the NHS. She is now a senior consultant anaes-
thetist at Guy's and St Thomas' hospitals. She is also an
Apothecary and Freeman of the City. Our children, Alice
(reading biochemistry at Exeter) and Emilie (facing A levels)
are 20 and 18 respectively. We are all good skiers and I hope
that we shall not be deprived of this during the coming year.
They are also forbearing in my efforts to avoid the tail of the
fleet with my Swallow in Chichester harbour.

As Master I should like to build on the imaginative reforms
which have been put in place by Tony Fisher during his year as
Master, especially the initiatives of the working group looking
at admission to the Livery and progression to the Court of tal-
ented and able members of the Livery. 

The Court is ever keen to involve the Livery and the Freemen
more in the Company's affairs, but it is now some time since
we have held a presentation of the Company's workings. I
believe that this is even more relevant with the changes since
Dougal Bulger has become our full-time Clerk and taken on
full responsibility for running WCI Catering. I am therefore
hoping to arrange a presentation evening before Christmas at
which the Chairmen of the most important committees will
tell us what they do and give their views on their future devel-
opment. There will be a buffet supper to allow everyone to
meet the Court and vice-versa – and for an informal exchange
of views. My intention will also be to revive the reception and
buffet supper in February to which the Livery and the Freemen
will be able to invite guests to the Hall and to provide another
occasion for us to meet informally.
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One of my first meetings as Master was with our new wine
committee, chaired by William Spouse, now the Middle
Warden and on the same day, together with the Wardens and
three volunteers from the Court, we conducted the annual audit
of the Company’s treasures, followed by a pleasant lunch.

THE MASTER’S WORKING PARTY

At the beginning of my year the Court asked me to form a
Working Party to review the present nature of the Company, its
management and activities. This important task has been my
prime concern in my year. The members of this body are Past-
Masters Vass and House, Assistants Leathes and Mellery-Pratt
and the Clerk.

We began by defining the Company’s objectives, especially our
charitable giving and our association with the Master
Innholders. We went on to examine the Company’s structure
and the best way of achieving the optimum membership of our
Apprentices, Freemen, Livery and Court. I am glad to report
that to date the Court has approved all our recommendations,
but much still remains to be done. Throughout it has been our
aim to fit the Company to meet the challenges of our ever-
changing and fascinating world. 

THE COMPANY’S CATERING

As Innholders we have always expected high standards of
catering in our Hall and these have been appreciated by our
guests and by all those who have rented our Hall. For many
years the Marsh family took responsibility for our kitchen and
service. Since first Gordon and then Paul Marsh retired we have
used outside caterers but when they were no longer able to con-
tinue we decided once more to take responsibility for the  cater-
ing ourselves. Our Clerk, Dougal Bulger, has a catering back-
ground and our Beadle also has experience in this field.

TONY FISHER
Master 2001/02

During my year as Master I kept a day-by-day diary of
events and functions, but to describe the most important

happenings fully I will, in this Annual Review, draw on the
reports of my colleagues in the Company and the executives of
our various charities.

Installation day with its moving service in St. Michael
Paternoster, the formal handing over of the offices of the Court
and my first dinner as Master was a thrilling experience and it
was a proud moment when I took possession, for a year, of the
Master’s flat where Josephine and I began our tenure by enter-
taining my family and the Wardens with their wives. It was a
day I shall always remember.

The next day the serious business of my office began (In the
whole year there were more than 100 functions, dinners, meet-
ings and presentations.)

The Lord Mayor’s party with the Master, Wardens and Clerk and their ladies at the Innholders’ Court dinner
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For six weeks from the middle of February to the end of
March 2002, there was a buzz of activity at the Hall as they
established WCI Catering so that the operation would go ‘live’
on 2nd April. Crockery, glassware, cutlery, pots and pans all
had to be selected, ordered and delivered in time for the first
event, our own April Court dinner.

Sue Manson, our for-
mer caterers’ chef,
joined us as Head Chef
with Bob Fox, our
Beadle, taking over
front-of-house duties
and Julia Cox, the
Clerk’s Assistant, man-
aging the day to day
operations, responsible
principally for the mar-
keting, hall bookings
and event management.  

We now have nearly
six months’ experience

and have the support of a great team of waiting staff, as no
doubt those of you who have attended the Hall very much
appreciate. We could not have wished for a better response to
this venture than we have received. Hall bookings are increas-
ing, the feedback from people attending functions has been
excellent and we seem to be progressing towards the Clerk’s aim
of building our reputation as one of the best function venues in
the City, as befits a Company whose origins stem from provid-
ing hospitality.  

PATRONAGE

The Court has decided that for the foreseeable future our
patronage should concentrate on three areas:

•  The young
•  The elderly and
•  The hospitality industry.

THE CITY UNIVERSITY

On 23 November the Master was invited by Professor Sally
Glen to attend the annual prize-giving at the City University.
This was held in the Great Hall at St. Bartholomews Hospital.
The Master felt privileged to present the Innholders’ Company
Award to three students for a degree in nursing: Shamin
Akhter, Alison Macklan and Ngozika Okoro, whose apprecia-
tive letter speaks for itself:

“I completed my diploma in nursing in September 2000. My
first job was in Caplin ward in the London Chest hospital,
which is part of Bart’s and The London NHS Trust. I cared for
and nurtured people with general medical problems and dis-
eases of the lungs such as asthma, lung cancer and cystic fibro-
sis. After one year's experience, I received a bursary from the
Innholders’ Livery Company in September 2001. This has
enabled me to commence my degree in nursing which has

always been my ambition. I am very grateful for their support
and wish to thank them for this wonderful opportunity.
Without their assistance, this study may not have been possible
for me or would have taken a very long time to achieve.

On completion of my course, I intend to specialize in respi-
ratory nursing. I hope to continue work at Bart’s and The
London NHS Trust”.

INNHOLDERS’ AWARD FOR NURSING

Three more nurses from St Bartholomew’s Hospital were pre-
sented with their Innholders’ Award for Nursing by the Master
last October.  This unique award, which enables qualified nurs-
es and midwives to study full time at the City University to
complete their degree qualifications, continues to grow in pop-
ularity.  The scheme is now being reviewed to determine
whether it should be extended beyond August 2003.

LICENSED VICTUALLERS’ SCHOOL

SAIL TRAINING AWARDS. 

In January each year we invite our apprentices to our Court
luncheon together with some of our young award winners.
This year Luke Breen of the Licensed Victuallers’ School, the
winner of one of our Sail Training Awards was invited. Let me
quote some excerpts from his ‘thank-you’ letter:

“I was delighted with the invitation to the lunch and enjoyed
it enormously; it was a great experience and a great privilege to
be there. Now for a little bit about myself.

I was born on 13 February 1984 –- a valentine present
according to my parents John and Jenny – and spent my early
years at St. Benedict’s School in Ealing moving on to Licensed
Victuallers with 10 GCE's to become a weekly boarder in year
12 studying Design Technology, Business Studies and
Information Technology. I am enjoying the social life and being
entertained with superb dinners provided by my head of board-
ing and his wife Mr & Mrs Gibbs. The opportunity to join
Licensed Victuallers has given me a far greater insight into sixth
form life than I could ever have had at my day school and the
scope of sixth-form subjects available is enormous. I hope to go
on to study for a degree in Real Estate Management at univer-
sity provided I get the necessary grades at A-level. I have been
interested in property for some time and have worked for two

Ngozika Okoro
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and self-esteem. 75% of children accommodated in other
children’s homes leave school without a single qualification. 

By comparison, since its inception in early 2000, the St Julian
scheme has had extraordinary success in helping children who
had been excluded from formal education back into school.
75% of the children in their care are now in mainstream edu-
cation and last year all their year 11 children sat their GCSEs,
every one of them exceeding their targets. One child achieved
five passes at grade A to C and others achieved between 2 and
11 passes.

Shaftesbury Homes and Arethusa won the 2001 Charity
Award  in the category Children and Youth.

On 6th March Edward Hardman, the Appeals Director,
invited the Master together with other members of the Court
to visit the Arethusa Adventure Centre on the Medway. This
centre is typical of the resourcefulness of this charity. It pro-
vides physical and adventure training not only for the young
people in the care of Shaftesbury Homes, but is offered as a
facility to local authorities throughout London and thereby
earns much-needed funds for Shaftesbury Homes. 

TOMMY’S, THE BABIES’ CHARITY,
HYPOXIC BATH ORGAN CHAMBERS

In September 2001, the Innholders’ Patronage Committee
continued its generous support of Tommy’s, the baby charity, by
making a grant of £12,000 to their Manchester Centre for
Maternal and Foetal Health. 

Tommy’s works to help save the thousands of tiny lives lost
each year through miscarriage, stillbirth and premature birth.
When a baby does not develop fully during pregnancy, it is very
difficult for it to exist outside of the womb, and the risk of death
or permanent disability is immense. One of the main causes of
premature birth is when the womb begins to contract too soon
during pregnancy. 

years for a leading local estate agent as a Saturday employee and
when needed during the school holidays. I have also had work
experience with Knight Frank in Ascot – an interesting contrast
in both properties and clients.

I have been a fanatical sailor since I was thirteen and went
dinghy sailing with the scouts (when time allows I will contin-
ue as a young leader). I went on to join Wembley Sailing Club
where I crewed for the then Commodore or anyone that need-
ed me and went on to sail in Kinsale, Eire, where I gained my
ISA qualifications and safety boat training. I was the only
English boy (Londoner) but this did not seem to be a problem
and increased my knowledge of Irish ballads. I was absolutely
delighted to be awarded a scholarship to take part in the Tall
Ships Sailing Course. It was the most wonderful and challeng-
ing experience that I could ever have wished for and I am enor-
mously grateful for this opportunity. I am currently applying to
be a volunteer and would love to take part in the 2002 Cutty
Sark race prior to the work load of A-levels. I enjoyed playing
the saxophone and was a member of Questors Young
Musicians, the St. Benedict’s Big Band and Jazz Ensemble. I
might even busk my way through University although I would
probably be better qualified to clean out the heads or the decks
in a marina!” 

SHAFTESBURY HOMES AND ARETHUSA

This is the largest project that the Company has ever fund-
ed and supports the St. Julian Education and Training
Scheme being run by the Shaftesbury Homes and Arethusa,
of which HM Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother was
patron. The scheme was set up to “educate children and
young persons suffering from want of good homes, upbring-
ing, maintenance or educational facilities and in need of
financial assistance to enable them to secure one or more such
advantages.” In this category are found, for example, young
unaccompanied asylum seekers and children who have suf-
fered neglect or abuse at home. Most have difficulty in form-
ing appropriate relationships and they have poor self-image

Luke Breen

The impressive climbing wall at the  Adventure Centre
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The Company’s donation enabled Tommy’s to purchase
Hypoxic Organ Bath Chambers, equipment that allows their
researchers to investigate how the muscles of the womb function
under different conditions of oxygen supply. It also means that
they can analyse how the uterus will respond to changes in the
blood supply which provides it with oxygen. The equipment has
helped them to identify which levels of oxygen and which con-
ditions are most beneficial to the baby’s chances of survival.

The equipment is in heavy use in the laboratory and is vital
to its work. Tommy’s have written to thank the Company for
its generous support in enabling them to develop and achieve
real results in this groundbreaking area of research.

TRELOAR COLLEGE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

This year the Innholders’ Company made a grant to the
Treloar College Learning Resource Centre, founded in 1908 by
Lord Mayor Sir William Treloar. The college provides educa-
tion, independence training and employment opportunities for
disabled young people and the Learning Research Centre is
designed to provide easy access and ideally laid-out facilities for
disabled students.

RICHARD HOUSE HOSPICE, LONDON

Richard House Hospice at Beckton in the Borough of
Newham is the only children's hospice in London and in com-
mon with all other children's hospices relies entirely on volun-
tary donations. This new hospice provides support in the form
of home care, a day centre, a residential centre and self-con-
tained apartments. In order to help establish the hospice, the
Company has funded the recruitment costs and salary of a
Personnel and Training Officer for the first two years.

CITY OF LONDON SCHOOLS

The Company funds three full-fee scholarships at each of the
City of London schools (the one for boys, the other for girls). On
12 October last year the Master was invited by the Head Master
of the City of London Boys’ School to the Lord Mayor’s Prize
Day at the Guildhall. He there met Andrew Atwell, one of the
three beneficiaries of Innholder scholarships at the school. His
mother told the Master: “at this excellent school Andrew has
really found himself and is doing well”.

TRINITY HOSPICE

Earlier examples of the Innholders’ patronage are concerned
with the young. Trinity Hospice serves people nearing the end
of their lives. Last year we started our support for Trinity
Hospice, which overlooks Clapham Common and provides
free care for terminally ill people from a large part of South and
Central London. Those who attended the Livery Dinner in
May heard Ann Hooper, the Chief Executive, speak most elo-
quently about the service that Trinity provides largely funded
from charitable donations.

We began by funding the appointment of Staff Nurse Mel
Johnson during her two-year training programme to equip her
with the administrative and professional skills needed for a
more senior Palliative Care post. She is progressing well
towards her Diploma in Palliative Care with courses at the
Royal Marsden, St George’s and also in Birmingham.  At the
same time she has assumed duties as the nurse in charge of her
shift on St Michael’s ward in the Hospice.

The Master with Innholders’ Scholar Andrew Atwell
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31st (City of London) Signal Regiment
(Volunteers). Report by Captain Susie Sidwell

It has been another very busy year for the Regiment with lots
of training exercises and numerous other events taking part in

the Squadron’s local areas.

2001/2002 saw the first deployment of a complete TA Unit
since the Second World War in the form of 97 (BRITFOR)
Signal Squadron. Nine soldiers from the Regiment deployed to
Banja Luka, Bosnia as part of the Squadron for a 6-month tour
which was very successful. On their return they took part in The
Jubilee Parade at the Royal Corps of Signals’ Headquarters in
Blandford. They were presented with their Jubilee Medals and
their Bosnia medals by our Colonel-in-Chief, The Princess Royal.

The Princess Royal presents members of the Regt 
with their Jubilee and Bosnia medals

CORPS SKILL-AT-ARMS MEETING 2002

It has been a busy season for the Regimental Shooting Team
led by Captain Guy Bewsher wyhich is full of young soldiers
keen to improve their skills on a variety of demanding and
challenging ranges. The team entered various competitions
throughout the season culminating in the Corps SAAM at
Bisley in June 2002.  They were extremely successful in their
endeavours with Sgt Sarah Hales winning best female shot and
Captain Bewsher
coming runner-up
in the Corp’s
Muster at Arms.
Sig Jardine (now
LCpl Jardine) was
also a runner-up in
the Pistol shot
competition.

Sgt Sarah Hales

This year, in addition to Mel, we have also taken on the com-
mitment to fund for three years one of the 13 Community
Nurses employed by Trinity Hospice. Natasha Ryan joined
Trinity at the end of last year having recently arrived from her
native Australia.  She is a member of a team of 4 experienced
Palliative Care Nurses based in an office off the Kings Road cov-
ering Westminster, Chelsea, Fulham and Hammersmith. At any
time they have a case load of about 25 patients and their fami-
lies.  Their remit is not only to assist people to manage their
physical symptoms but to try and resolve the practical problems
such that the patients can remain in their own homes.

ELIZABETH FINN TRUST

The DGAA (the Distressed Gentlefolks’ Aid Associaton)  has
changed its name to ‘Elizabeth Finn Trust’. This charity used to
run one of our homes for the elderly but our link was not
entirely broken when the home was closed.

The Company has
since agreed to fund
extensive building work
at the charity’s home in
Reigate, Surrey. P/Ms
Lorkin and Glover,
together with the Clerk,
attended the opening.
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The Skill-at-Arms meetings are the modern equivalent of a
Medieval Tournament, in which competitors take part in a
variety of contests at ranges from 600m to 10m over a whole
weekend.  Generally the shooting takes place with participants
clad in full uniform with webbing and helmets and there is a
great deal of running and physical exertion involved. Many dif-
ferent scenarios are simulated to make the shooting as testing
as possible in all conditions including a chemical warfare envi-
ronment where the competitor must be able to fire effectively
whilst wearing a gas mask.

ADVENTURE TRAINING

Sadly this year’s planned trip to Nepal had to be cancelled due
to social unrest in Nepal after the assassination of the Royal
family.  However, plans are well under way for next year’s trip
to Canada. This will be an ambitious white-water canoeing
challenge organised by Captain Guy Bewsher. In addition to
this, the permanent staff have spent a week on adventure train-
ing in Devon and 25 soldiers are due to compete in the Royal
Signals Snow Sports Championships to be held in Austria in
December 2002.

BATTLEFIELD TOURS

Every year the Regiment offers everyone the opportunity to
attend a Battlefield Tour in
Belgium and France.  The 2001
Battlefield Tour was to Normandy
and led by Capt Fred Southey.
The first visit was to the American
cemetery at Omaha Beach and the
artillery battery at Point du Hoc.
An afternoon was spent in the D-
Day museum and the next day
was spent studying the Airborne
Forces Museum and the Pegasus
Bridge area.  The tour concluded
with a visit to the grave of a
Princess Louise Kensington sol-
dier – one of the historical
Regiments associated with 31 Sig
Regt (V).

These Battlefield Tours are an essential learning ground for
our young soldiers who have the opportunity to learn and
understand what sacrifices have been made in the past in the
name of King and Country.  A fantastic weekend was had by
all with a mixture of sadness and joy.

LOCAL SCHOOL INITIATIVES

There has been a great
focus this year on the local
schools within the Mayoral
Boroughs in which the
Squadrons operate.  We have
supported various Jubilee
events and school open days
and have increased our com-
mitment with the local
Cadet Forces.

The future of the Corps?!

ANNUAL CAMP

Annual Camp this year will be held in September and will see
detachments from the Regiment deployed from the South
Coast to Scotland.  All in all a very full year’s training, proving
yet again the commitment of our Reserve Forces.

Tim Wood, when Upper Warden, presenting the Soldier-of-the-Year
trophy on behalf of the Worshipful Company of Innholders

The grave of a Princess
Louise Kensington soldier

Capt Guy Bewsher and his team
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Jeremy Rata, Managing Director, Devonshire Arms Hotel, 
Bolton Abbey, Yorks 

Richard Young, General Manager, Great Fosters Hotel, Egham

HOTEL INDUSTRY SCHOLARSHIPS

The scholarships continue to be a huge success.  By the end of
2002 over 50 delegates will have attended courses at Cornell
University Hotel School in the USA and Cranfield School of
Management in the UK. The two-week courses are:

Cornell                General Managers Program

Cranfield             Developing General Management Potential

The students have founded an alumni society and following the
first meeting in the Innholders’ Hall, the second was held last
November at the Dorchester. Although it is early days, the
enthusiasm to develop this initiative is great and a third meeting
has already been held to establish an ongoing committee struc-
ture to ensure that all ex-students are involved.

The name chosen for the group is 'St Julian Scholars' and their
simple but succinct mission statement reads: "Networking to
develop personal and professional relationships." The current
committee consists of:

Michael Voigt, Treasurer, N°1 Aldwych

David Morgan Hewitt, Secretary, The Goring

Beth Aarons, Assistant Secretary, The Cumberland

Klaus Kabelitz, Website Communication, Claridges

Steve Elliott, Membership Secretary, Careys Manor

Zoe Jenkins, Logistics and Operations, The Dorchester

In order to run the association an annual fee of £50 per mem-
ber was agreed and notified to all concerned although the first
payment to the end of the year will be at a reduced rate. A con-
tribution has already been made by the Master Innholders to
assist in setting-up costs. Currently the group is helping in the
search for new scholarship candidates, which gives additional
support to the Master Innholders’ mail shot.

A great deal of progress had been made since the WCI and MIs
started this initiative in 1997 and there is no doubt that by tak-
ing this decision to support the middle managers of this indus-
try our links with our past have been firmly re-established.

THE MASTER INNHOLDERS

A report from David Locket, Clerk to the Master Innholders

At our AGM in September Duncan Palmer was elected
Chairman for the coming year. The AGM was followed by

our annual banquet held at the Innholders’ Hall. We also con-
gratulate Duncan on becoming a Liveryman during the year.

The 9th  Annual Hotel General Managers’ Conference was
held at the Savoy in January. The event started with an excellent
pre-conference dinner attended by some 250 hoteliers from
around the country. The following day there was a packed pro-
gramme for the conference entitled:The Way Forward addressed
by a variety of speakers including five Master Innholders and two
executives from the USA.

The hotel and tourist industry had been badly hit by the effects
of Foot and Mouth and by ‘11th September’, and yet 220 hote-
liers attended. This is due to the  recognition of this important
event by the industry and the generosity of all our sponsors
(including the Innholders’ Company) which allowed us to keep
the delegate price to an absolute minimum.

We were delighted that the Master and other members of the
Court were able to attend.

The Spring Weekend was held (28/29th April) at Le Talbooth,
Dedham, Essex – the complex owned by the father and son Master
Innholders Gerald and Paul Milsom. We were able to celebrate 50
years of Gerald being at Le Talbooth and also his appointment as
Master of the Distillers’ Company. It is just twenty years since
Gerald last hosted this meeting for the Master Innholders.

We were pleased to welcome the Master and his lady and other
members of the Court to this combined business and social
event. The industry scholarships are jointly sponsored by the
lnnholders’ Company, The Savoy Educational Trust and the
Master Innholders themselves.

Eight senior Food & Beverage Managers, all recipients of an annual
MI award to learn about champagne, with  David & Tina Locket,

outside the Orangerie at Moet & Chandon in Epernay.

We are delighted to welcome five new Master Innholders - all
receiving their certificates at the June Court Dinner:

Simon Hirst, General Manager,  One Aldwych, London,

Andrew McKenzie, Managing Director, The Vineyard, Newbury, 

Michael O'Dwyer, Managing Director, The Grove, Watford,

Three Past-Masters and two of their wives
attending the MIs Conference
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JANE HUGHES RUNS TWO MARATHONS

Knowing that her father, Senior Past-Master Geoffrey
Hughes, still cycles to College Street from Highgate to

attend Court Meetings, we shouldn’t be surprised that his
daughter Jane (also a Freeman since 1987) took part in the
London Marathon this year and the New York marathon last
autumn. She was BBC Correspondent in New York until
returning to England early last year and is now a television
reporter on News 24. Here is Jane’s story:

“If my school PE teachers could have seen me at the beginning
of April, I think they'd have had to pick themselves up off the
floor. There I was; someone once known as a school sports write-
off, bounding across the finishing line of the London Marathon,
broad grin on my face, among the first third of the runners to
finish, and completing my second 26-miler in less than six
months.

It all started over a year earlier, when I realised that I was leav-
ing Manhattan, where I'd lived for over four years, without ful-
filling one of my big ambitions; to run the New York Marathon.
Well, I told myself; I'll just have to go back.

And so there I was in November, standing with thirty thousand
other runners at the start on Staten Island, gazing across the
water to the Manhattan skyline. I was daunted by the distance,
but the sight of the gaping emptiness where the World Trade
Centre stood should have steeled my nerves. It was less than two
months after September 11th, the race was being run in memo-
ry of the victims, and I was determined to finish.

The emotion as the 30,000 runners pounded over the Verrazano
Bridge and began the long run was extraordinary. Among the
competitors were firemen who'd lost colleagues. As we passed
local fire stations, we cheered the fire officers, and they cheered us.
Hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers came out to watch. And
friends said they thought it was the first time the city began to
smile again after the dreadful events they'd been through.

I still don't know how I managed to make it all the way round.
I was driven by the images of the burning twin towers, and by
the fact that I had so many generous donations from friends and

from the Innholders riding on the race. And as I staggered over
the finishing line, I told myself "never again." And yet, in April,
I was back for more, this time running past Buckingham Palace,
checking my watch, and realising that I was only going to
achieve my target time of less than four hours if I sprinted the
last few dozen yards up the Mall. I made it in 3 hours 59 min-
utes. There's something peculiarly addictive about running so
far, and about testing yourself so very much to your limits. My
old PE teachers will find it hard to believe, but I suspect this may
not be the end of my running career”.

COINING OUR OWN MONEY

In the 17th century there was often a shortage of small denom-
ination coins of the realm and tradesmen found it impossible

to give change for small items  – in the case of innkeepers for a
drink of ale or a bale of hay. They therefore solved their problem
by issuing their own tokens which saved their change and no
doubt had two additional advantages. Tokens could only be
redeemed where they had been issued (in modern marketing jar-
gon building customer loyalty) and, as in modern times banks
issuing travellers cheques have discovered, many were never
redeemed and meanwhile acted as interest-free loans!

Nowadays medieval tradesmen’s tokens are collectors’ items
(although they can often be bought for £10 – £20 at an auction
or in a junk shop). Senior Past-Master Haire recently found two
Innholders’ Tokens (depicted below) and has suggested that
freemen of the Company might donate any tokens they possess
or find to build a collection which might be exhibited in one of
the vitrines in the Hall.

Innholders’  Tokens from
The Horse and Groom
and the 
Swan with Two Necks
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later for a full guided
tour of the Hall.

The guided tours for
the public have been
an enormous success.
We could have opened
the Hall every week
(rather than once a
month) and still have
been over-subscribed!
Thanks to the mem-
bers of Court who gave
up their time to act as
tour guides, to Colonel
Haire for writing the
guide to the Company
and the Hall and to the
Clerk and Julia Cox
who took on many
hours of extra work.

The first lunchtime
concert was given by
the Burney Ensemble, a
group of former stu-
dents at Guildhall
School of Music and
Drama with whom the
Company has a particu-
larly close connection.
They specialise in Baroque music and are now establishing a high
reputation for themselves throughout England and the Continent.

The String of Pearls initiative has opened many of the private
and hidden treasures of London to a wider public, young and old
and has helped to create a wider understanding between 21st
century Londoners and our medieval past.

It is hoped that the October concert will be a real break with
tradition and will feature Jazz musicians also from the Guildhall
School.

THE STRING OF PEARLS

In celebration of the Queen's Golden Jubilee, the String of
Pearls is a scheme for opening private buildings of particular

interest and other relatively unknown sights along the River
Thames from Hampton Court to Woolwich.

The Innholders’ Company was asked to join the String of
Pearls festival.
Not wanting
to do things
by halves, the
C o m p a n y
agreed to carry
out a full pro-
gramme of
guided tours
of the Hall as
well as two
l u n c h t i m e
concerts and a
social inclusion
project with St
Georges RC
Primary School in Southwark, which became a String of Pearls
focus event.

The children, 40 in all, car-
ried out a study of livery com-
panies and in particular inns
and set about designing mod-
ern inn signs to reflect popular
themes of the day as well as
their interpretation of a mod-
ern sign for the Company. The
culmination of this project was
a visit to the Hall for a tea
party and presentation of cer-
tificates for each child's school
Record of Achievement. The
winning entrant and runner-
up travelled to the Hall by a

horse-drawn Mail Coach (courtesy of Consignia) with the
Beadle, and the coach was met at the Mansion House by the
Master and Clerk (in
their full robes), Mrs
Wickenden, Julia Cox
and their classmates.
They then processed
down to the Hall carry-
ing banners specifically
made for the occasion.
Everyone who took
part agreed this was a
thoroughly enjoyable
occasion.

The same children
returned a few weeks

The Master with Prince Charles, Patron of the
String of Pearls festival

Master and Mail Coach driver

The Master with Bdlyn Divina, who
designed the winning inn-sign

The children with their inn sign banners outside the
Guildhall  with the mailcoach in the background.
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CITY LIVERY YACHT CLUB REGATTA

The Company returned to the Solent this year in strength,
with three boats and crews. In spite of less than clement

conditions being forecast, all were determined not only to enjoy
some cruising in company, but also to make their mark in the
CLYC race and attendant festivities, set for Saturday, 25th May.

Thanks to generous sponsorship from the Company, we were
able to charter two Jeanneau 43s: Innholder skippered by
William Spouse and Innholder 2 skippered by Hugh Evans &
Tony Mellery-Pratt. The fleet was completed by Past-Master
Richard Glover with his Beneteau 33, L’Horizon.

14 Liverymen and 2 Freemen took part and together with part-
ners and shore supporters the Company party totalled 29, with
21 crewing for the race itself. By Thursday evening the whole
fleet had assembled in Bucklers Hard and it was generally agreed
that, as all the boats were French, something in keeping with our
roots and branches had to be done. Tony Mellery-Pratt’s
admirable Pimms party fitted the bill perfectly.

Friday dawned dull and damp with a forecast of SW gales, so
the planned friendly race was abandoned. The gale duly materi-
alised and with wind over tide we had quite a large following sea
for the crossing to Cowes. In spite of much reduced sail we
enjoyed an exciting passage, arriving at the East Marina in good
spirits.

Friday night saw the highlight of the Company’s own festivi-
ties, with a memorable evening
spent at the Royal Yacht
Squadron, courtesy of the Father
of the Company and long-time
RYS member Past-Master
Horace Mellery-Pratt. The
sailors were joined by the 7-
strong shore party, led by the
Master and Josie.   To any keen
sailor, to be invited to enter the
hallowed portals of the RYS is a
milestone event; history is every-
where – pictures, models, racing
platform, starting cannons, sail-
ing memorabilia of every sort and a grand library. During the
reception Horace led a conducted tour of all the special features
and the assembled company subsequently enjoyed an excellent
dinner in the long dining room.   

The overall numbers entered for the Saturday CLYC
Sail & Power race were down this year. 12 boats were
entered for the race. In the event, only 5 started as the

strong winds persist-
ed, gusting close to
gale force at times.
Innholder’s boats
accounted for 60%
of the fleet who
raced!! A fast reach
to the east, past
Osbourne House,
before some closely
fought legs across

the Solent, both
on and off the
wind. Innholder
built up a good
lead over her rivals in
the early stages, but
doughty work by
Innholder 2 meant
that these boats
approached the fin-
ish neck-and-neck,
with Innholder 2  taking line honours by a whisker!

The Company took 1st, 2nd and 4th places and the prize-giv-
ing that followed the CLYC Dinner at the Royal Corinthian
Yacht Club on Saturday evening was pretty much a one-sided
affair, the only other ranking boat being Maia of Dart, entered

by the Dyers Company. The trophies awarded were as follows:

Innholder 2 The Lord Mayor’s Cup for 1st Place
The Field Cup for the highest placed 

boat to have sailed without power
The Ann Glover Trophy for the highest-  

placed Innholder entry
Innholder The Silver Jubilee Cup for 2nd Place
L’Horizon The Cowes Cup for 4th Place

The Epsom Cup for the best 
performance by a small boat

The Championship Cup was also presented to the WCI itself
by the Commodore of the CLYC, as being the Company of the
winning boat. It was accepted by Tony Mellery-Pratt on behalf
of the Company and subsequently presented to the Master at the
June Court, for display at the Hall during the coming year.

Sunday rounded off the event with a brisk sail back to
Lymington and lunch served aboard the fleet to crews and shore
supporters, some of whom had dropped in on their way home
from Cowes.

This was a great event, much enjoyed by all participants,
including the non-sailors who joined this year, and in defiance of
some quite unseasonable weather. It is to be hoped that the
enjoyment of this social and sporting event can be broadened to
sailors and non-sailors alike and there is a plan afoot to have at
least one ‘open’ day in next year’s event when visiting Freemen
and Liverymen can join in. Interested? Send William Spouse an
e-mail! william@manorhall.co.uk 
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The Innholders
– A new History of our Company

In 2000 the Court invited Stephen Coote, a historian who has
specialised in the 16th and 17th centuries, to write an entire-

ly new History of the Company with two purposes in mind.

The first was to fill a gap in the
Innholders’ knowledge of their past.
Neither of the previous short histo-
ries, published in 1922 and 1962,
explored the Livery’s roots among the
Saxon and medieval guilds, or set its
story in the wider context of London,
particularly the City and of English
inns throughout the ages. As a result
many liverymen have never been
fully aware of the richness of their
heritage or the obligations willingly borne by their predecessors.

The second purpose was to describe the Innholders’ remark-
able revival in recent years. By 1975 we were struggling to meet
our financial commitments and, in common with many other
City Companies, played no part in supporting the trade or craft
to which we owe our existence. To restore both our fortunes and

our purpose in today’s world
decisive measures were needed
and have been successfully taken.

This informative account of the
Livery’s colourful history fulfils its
double purpose and, in its final
pages, sets out the Company’s
current aspirations – to be worthy
of the century ahead and also of
the London innkeepers who
obtained their first charter nearly
five hundred years ago.

This 280-page book, repro-
duced in full colour, is the result
of two years’ research in the
Bodleian and London Libraries,
and contains contributions from

many senior past-masters of the company, who have played such
an important part in the development of the Company in the
last fifty years. Its 50 colour pictures were either specially taken
or gleaned from the  Guildhall Library and other print collec-
tions. Every
Member of the
Company will
receive a copy
and the book
will also be on
sale to the gen-
eral public.

MASTER’S TREAT: 
LEEDS CASTLE

It has long been the custom for
each Master to arrange an out-

ing for the Court somewhere ‘on
his own patch’ and this year Tony
Fisher arranged a delightful day
at Leeds Castle which is, as you
will know, not in Yorkshire, but
in the Master’s own county of
Kent. This beautifully preserved medieval castle stands on two

islands in a small lake which
serves it as a moat. It contains a
fine collection of antique furni-
ture and tapestries and is set in
500 acres of gardens and park-
land. We had a splendid lunch,
a very interesting guided tour
and ended the day with a visit
to the garden shop which offers
a special variety of Pelargoniums
which will remind us of this
outing for many years to come.

PETER DENLEY JOINS THE COURT

At the September Court meeting Peter Denley was elected to
the Court as an Assistant. Peter was introduced to the

Company by George Fisher, father of the immediate Past-
Master.

Peter is a lawyer specialis-
ing in town centre develop-
ment, – formerly in London
and now in Birmingham.
By contrast he lives between
Malvern and the Cotswolds.
Not surprisingly, country
walks are his favourite
hobby. Another keen inter-
est is the theatre, particular-
ly Shakespeare at nearby
Stratford-on-Avon, where
he has seen the entire can-
non of plays since his first
visit as a schoolboy.

This newsletter is published each year in October. Please send
contributions to the Editor, Past-Master Christian Brann, by the
end of August together with photographs. Please do not write on
the backs of photographs, but attach captions together with
details of the event, the people depicted and the return address.

If you have experience in journalism and/or graphic design,
have a computer, and would like to play a part in producing this
Annual Review, the editor would be glad to hear from you:
cbrann@dianthus.prestel.co.uk

The  1614 Anne Sweete Salt
– one of the Company’s trea-

sures depicted in the book

The Master and Master-elect receiving P/M House, the editor,
Stephen Coote, author, and P/M Brann, publisher of the History

Peter and Master-elect Tim Wood





14


