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JOHN EDWARDES JONES
Our new Master for 2003 – 2004

Iwas born in Hong Kong after my mother took a three day trip
in a gunboat down the Pearl river from Woochow, where my

father was working, so that I would be born in a British territory.
The passengers, the crew, the engine and steering gear were all
encased in a cage to protect them from the river pirates. We came
back to England just in time for the
Second World War. I was educated at
Marlborough and then Pembroke,
Cambridge, where I read Law.

I was always going to be a solicitor, ever
since I was told, not entirely correctly,
when I was 14, that there were no poor
solicitors. I served my articles in
Lincoln’s Inn and joined Druces and
Attlee in 1970. They had been solicitors
to the Innholders since 1785 and pro-
vided the clerks to the company since
that date. The first six were members of
the Druce family. At the time I joined,
John Bentley was both senior partner of
the firm and clerk to the Innholders. I
became assistant clerk in 1973 and a liv-
eryman in 1974. When John Bentley
died in 1980, I was invited to be clerk.
I understand that one member of the
court thought that at the age of 43 I was too young for the job.
Having spent seven years as managing partner and later as senior
partner at Druces and Attlee I retired in 1998. I continued as
clerk of the Innholders for another two years. When the Court
decided that a full time clerk was needed, Dougal Bulger, a for-
mer naval officer, was appointed and I was elected to the Court
as Renter Warden. This time no-one thought me too young!

I married Caroline in 1962. We have a son and daughter and five
grandchildren. Caroline was made a Freeman in 1990 and both
our son and son-in-law are liverymen. Duncan James and
Caroline were my assistants when I was clerk, and I could not
have done the job without them.

During my time as clerk, great changes occurred in the
Company: the way we elected new members of the company,
the old people’s homes and charities, the leases on our prop-
erties and the catering arrangements at the Hall. As many of
you know, a huge refurbishment and alteration scheme to the
Hall took place in 1989/90, which meant that as well as mod-
ernising the systems of management of the Company, my
office moved from the basement to the top floor and the pho-
tocopier finally left my bedroom. 

I have always been keen on sport. I
used to play a lot of tennis and golf
and now I am a fair-weather sailor.
Having capsized and spent more
than an hour in the North Sea in
early May some years ago, I am anx-
ious not to repeat the experience. I
am delighted that the Company sup-
ports golf and sailing – there is more
about this elsewhere in this
Newsletter. 
We now spend as much time as we
can at our house in north Norfolk,
which we built 8 years ago. Here we
enjoy the sea, birdwatching and our
garden, in addition to sailing.
Another interest is travelling. This
year we have been to Sri Lanka, Italy
and Portugal and are planning to go
to France in September.

In the last two years there has been a comprehensive review,
by the Court of the Company, of its membership and activi-
ties. The most dramatic change has been the election of
women to the Livery. We now need time for these changes to
be implemented and so I hope that, in this respect, we shall
have a year of consolidation.

We are very privileged that in November Alderman Robert
Finch becomes  the first Innholder for more than 100 years to
be Lord Mayor and the Master and Wardens of the
Innholders’ are taking part in the Lord Mayor’s Show.

Finally I should like to thank Past Master Christian Brann for
all the work he does in producing this Newsletter each year.
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PRESENTATION EVENING Our Master’s year was a truly
eventful one in many ways. Near the beginning of the year a
Presentation Evening was held to give the Livery a better
understanding of the workings of the Company. Five senior
members of the Court as well as the Clerk each explained one
aspect of the Company’s work.

Past Master Tony Lorkin, the chairman of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee spoke about our financial control
and decision making. PM Sir Malcolm Chaplin addressed the
subject of our properties, which play such a crucial part in our
finances. Commander Hugh Evans gave details about our
patronage, which is where the bulk of our resources and ener-
gies are spent. PM Michael Vass described our links with the
hotel industry including the Master Innholders, who will
shortly be celebrating the 25th anniversary of their foundation.
PM Adrian House spoke about membership of the Company
and the subject of promotion to the Court and its committees.

THE ADMISSION OF LADIES TO THE LIVERY. Those of
you who remember their Latin and have good eyesight will be
able to read in our Charter of Henry VIII, which is exhibited
just by the front door of the hall, that the king allowed our pre-
decessors to found and establish a fraternity or guild which
should admit and accept both brothers and sisters (hominibus
quam feminis). It is curious that no one has ever found in the
records the names of any lady liverymen, leave alone female
Wardens of the Company, although literature abounds with
tales of women innkeepers and only members of our guild were
permitted to own an inn. However this may be, history was
made at Innholders' Hall on 6th May 2003, when Sarah Tice
became the first lady to be admitted to the livery of the
Company although there are already more than 30 lady freemen.

After school at
Cranleigh, a Cordon
Bleu course and secretar-
ial college, Sarah fol-
lowed a career in adver-
tising and public rela-
tions, though she did
find time to spend six
months going round the
world. She was also a
chalet girl in Val d'lsere
for five months. Later
on she chaired the
Cresta Ball for three
years and even found
time to be one of the few
ladies to go down the
Cresta run. Sarah is mar-
ried to William Tice,
who resigned from the
livery to allow Sarah to
be admitted. They have
four daughters so there
may be more female liv-
erymen in the family in
the future.

TIM WOOD, MASTER
Reaching the Peak in 2002/3

Reaching the peak of the Worshipful Company of
Innholders was not the only achievement of our Master,

Tim Wood, in his year. With his wife Carine he made an
attempt on Mont Blanc and reached 4,513m (15,000 feet),
only 295m below the peak. They both also took part in the
Paris Marathon and raised an impressive £5,000 for Ronald
McDonald House, where the families of very sick children can
stay while their children are treated in Guy’s Hospital, London.

Sarah with her father PM Richard
Glover when she accompanied him to
the Buckingham Palace garden party

during his year as Master
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Her mother, Ann Glover was a member of the Chiesman fam-
ily and so Sarah has long connections with the Innholders.
Sadly Ann died during Richard’s year of office and Sarah acted
as Master's lady during the remainder of the year.

Sarah's interests are largely sporting and she has already sup-
ported the Company at the Livery Companies' regatta, though
in a drinking rather than sailing capacity.

Because of her past career and her interests, Sarah will have a
lot to offer to the Company as a Liveryman and we shall look
forward to seeing her and the other lady liverymen at more
Company events.

PAST MASTER DEREK BALLS’ 80TH BIRTHDAY.

The above picture shows Senior Past Master Derek Balls with
his son, liveryman Richard Balls and daughters Rosemary

Humphreys, Catherine Davies and Christine Scott (all freemen
of the Company) at his 80th birthday celebration at the
Innholders’ Hall on 31 July, 2003.

Derek Balls has had a long and distinguished career in the wine
trade and during his year as Master in 1977/78 he launched the
Master Innholders’ Award, which has
come to be recognised as a mark of excel-
lence throughout the hotel industry.
Derek is Councillor for the Ward of
Castle Baynard on the Court of Common
Council.

The Balls family have been major bene-
factors of the Company and have provid-
ed three generations of Masters. In 1972,
through the generosity of Austin Ball’s
daughter Violet Halliwell a pupose-built
residential home for the elderly was built
for the Company at Tonbridge Wells and
named Florence Balls House after her
mother. Another lasting memorial to the
Balls family’s generosity are four silver-gilt
wine cups, designed at the College of
Arms, which are used at all our dinners by
the  Master and Wardens.

THE MASTER INNHOLDERS
REPORT FOR THE YEARS 2002/2003 

At the AGM in September David Wilkinson (Dorchester
Hotel) was elected Chairman of the Master Innholders for

the coming year. The meeting was followed by the annual
Master Innholders’ banquet held at the Hall. All Master
Innholders were presented with a silver "MI" neck medallion
which will be worn at all their official functions.

The 10th Annual Hotel General Managers’ Conference was
held at the Dorchester in January. The event was extended to
include a technical session on the Monday afternoon which
proved very popular. This was followed by an excellent pre-
conference dinner attended by some 250 hoteliers from around
the country.

The following day there was a packed programme for the con-
ference entitled "Towards a Brighter Future" with a variety of
well-known speakers including Digby Jones, Director-General,
CBI and Sir John Banham, Chairman of Whitbread PLC. The
Master and other members of the Court were present. The
Company continues to support this conference which is now a
well established and respected event in hoteliers’ diaries.

The Spring Week-End was held at The Vineyard at Stockcross,
hosted by Master Innholder Andrew McKenzie. The Master
and his wife Carine with other members of the Court attend-
ed this combined business and social event.

The Master Innholders again took care of the administration
for the St. Julian Scholarships (see separate report).

Moet & Chandon hosted the annual MI awards to eight mid-
dle management hoteliers for a trip, escorted by David & Tina
Locket to Epernay to learn a little more about champagne –
both technically and through consumption!

It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of two
Master Innholders: Douglas Barrington OBE – he was one of
our founder members and also a Liveryman of the WCI and
will be much missed by us all, – and David Baird Murray OBE,
a very loyal supporter of the MIs whose colourful character will
long be remembered. His son Justin is a Liveryman of the
Company.

In April the MI's gathered, with the Master and other members
of the Court at the Lygon Arms in Broadway, to plant a tree in
memory of Douglas. 
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After returning to England to get married by Francis' father at the

Savoy chapel they moved to the United States where, after a period at

the Baltimore Marriott, Francis opened the Boston Long Wharf

Marriott as Food and Beverage Director. While in Boston their son

Edward was born. Marriott then bought the Europa Hotel on

Grosvenor Square and, at a week’s notice, Francis was transferred to

London to join the opening team.

After two years in London and another child, Alix, they decided that

what they really wanted to do was stay in England and run a Country

House Hotel. With the help of the outgoing Clerk, David Locket,

Francis was appointed General Manager of Oakley Court Hotel in

Windsor, eventually becoming operations director for Select Country

Hotels before starting to look for their own hotel.

With Select, Francis and Anne were again reminded of the famous

hotel adage of: ‘Location, Location and Location’ and chose Swindon

as the site of their hotel. Whilst not the most glamorous of towns, it

was at the time the fastest growing town in Europe and had a dearth

of good restaurants and hotels. They were looking for a large house to

convert and eventually discovered the vicarage in the village of Purton

just west of Swindon.

The vicar hadn't lived in the house for some time and it was in a pret-

ty poor state. However, after three months during which Francis still

kept his job with Select, it opened as The Pear Tree at Purton - Purton

means a pear tree enclosure in Saxon. In 1992 it received the Nat West

Bank Gold award for business development - the only time this

award has been won by a hotel. It has received lots of accolades from

the guide books including a blue ribbon from the RAC for eleven

years and two rosettes from the AA for its food.

Francis was made a Master Innholder in 1994.

He writes a weekly column on wine for the Swindon Evening

Advertiser and also writes on wine for the Pride of Britain Magazine.

He is a liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Distillers, as was his

father. Fellow Master Innholder Gerald

Milsom was Master of the Distillers Company

in 2002.

Francis and Anne’s son Edward has followed

his parents into the Hotel Industry. Although

he is currently touring the southern hemi-

sphere he was until recently Assistant Front

Office Manager at The Swindon Marriott.

Their daughter Alix has just left

Marlborough and plans to go to the City

University and Queen Mary’s College to read

Journalism and Contemporary History with

an eventual plan to be a broadcast journalist.

Francis and Anne take on the Clerk’s duties

on September l9th with the dinner at the

Drapers Hall to celebrate the 25th

Anniversary of the founding of the Master
Innholders .

After a lot of discussion and planning the Master Innholder
web site is now up and running: masterinnholders.co.uk – do
have a look. It has links to all the MIs main sponsors and a
news section called "Inns and Outs".

The Master Innholders have been well represented in this year’s
industry awards - receiving 4 Catey awards (the Oscars of the
hotel industry), and many Michelin stars for food etc.

September will see the 25th Birthday of the Master Innholders.
This will be celebrated with a special dinner in the Drapers
Hall and will be attended by the Master Innholders and their
ladies, The Master and Wardens of the Company and other
members of the Court as well as many other guests and friends.

We are delighted to welcome four new Master Jnnholders – all
receiving their certificates at the June Court Dinner. They are:-

The occasion will also mark the retirement of David Locket as
Clerk. David has held the position since the formation of the
MIs in 1978. He will be succeeded by Francis Young MI.

FRANCIS YOUNG, NEW CLERK TO THE M.I.S

Francis was educated at Radley and went on to do an HND in Hotel

Management at Blackpool. He was a trainee manager at the Chester

Grosvenor Hotel, being promoted to assistant Food and Beverage

Manager upon completion of his training. It was there that he met his

future wife Anne, who was Head Housekeeper. Anne went on to work

at the Savoy Hotel in London where she found herself next door to

Francis' father who was Chaplain at the

Queen's Chapel of the Savoy and

Chaplain to the London Hotel Industry.

Anne went on to be Head Housekeeper to

H.M. King Hussein of Jordan. Francis also

joined His Majesty's household being

appointed Manager of the Summer Palace

in Aqaba. After two amazing years in Jordan

he became Food and Beverage Manager at

one the Caribbean's top hotels, The Sandy

Lane in Barbados. Anne came out to join

him after a year and although she couldn't

work on the island she was very active in

voluntary work, including being Snowy

Owl to a Brownie pack. She still keeps in

touch with many of her Barbados Brownies

even though some of them are now doctors,

lawyers and actuaries.

Amanda Scott, 
General Manager, 
Le Meridien Waldorf, 
London

Stephen Carter, 
General Manager
St Andrews' Bay Golf 

Resort & Spa

Philip Newman-Hall, 
General Manager, Le Manoir 

aux Quat'Saisons, Oxford 

Jonathan Slater, 
Managing Director, 
The Chester Grosvenor
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THE COMPANY’S PATRONAGE

ST. JULIAN SCHOLARS 2003. These awards are now high-
ly regarded within the Hotel Industry and competition for a
place is very eagerly sought after. The scholarships are spon-
sored by the Worshipful Company of Innholders, The Savoy
Educational Trust and the Master Innholders and are designed
for hoteliers in middle management who are progressing to
general management level.

Following a full day of interviews at the Hall, 14 candidates
were selected to receive the scholarships, three were sent to the
summer school in Cornell, USA and eleven gained places on
management courses at Cranfield Management College. It has
always been the intention that the recipients should join the
society of alumni in order to further their knowledge within
the industry on both a technical and personal basis. The year
will end with their AGM which has an educational theme and
a dinner in the Hall where the recipients of this year’s awards
will receive their certificates.

This past year has seen this scheme fall into place under a ded-
icated small committee and the chairmanship of Rupert
Spurgeon (Wrens Group). There have been two well-support-
ed meetings – one at Claridges and the other at One Aldwych.

After a long search Paul Thompson (Pennyhill Park Hotel) has
agreed to take on the role of Secretary and to co-ordinate mem-
bership and all activities. We wish him well.

LICENSED VICTUALLERS’ SCHOOL Support for young
people is one of the main areas on which the Company’s patron-
age is focused, both in the academic and the recreational field.
The Licensed Victuallers’ School in Ascot this year marked its
bicentenary with a celebration on President's Day, 7th February,
2003. Today the school has 825 pupils, 200 of whom are board-
ers. Academically the school goes from strength to strength and
all students taking GCSEs achieved five or more passes at A* to
C grade and at A-level the pass rate was 98%.

The Innholders’ Company has had a connection with the
school for over 100 years and has funded a number of activities
for a considerable length of time. It currently provides: 

The WCI award for a 6th Form prize

The WCI award for the best A-level result

WCI Sail Training Awards

In addition we support a number of students in work place-
ments in Europe to improve their linguistic skills.

The school is currently involved in a major development pro-
ject which involves the building of a 6th form centre. The com-
pany has agreed to make a substantial contribution to the pro-
ject which should be completed by early 2004.

Two members of the Court are involved with the LVS: Past-
Master Tony Lorkin sits on the Society's Welfare committee
and Past-Master Michael Vass is a Governor at the Ascot
school.

With support from the Innholders five places were offered on
the Sail Training Association cruise for 2003. The selection of
award winners took place in June at the Licensed Victualler's
School. The panel consisted of Past Master Tony Lorkin,
Michael Healey, the Chairman of the Governors of the school
and Ian Mullins, the Head Master. In all there were nine can-
didates, who all made excellent cases for being selected and left
the panel with an extremely hard choice. Pictured below are the
winners with Tony Lorkin and Michael Healey. They are (from
left to right): Leah Weeks, Roisin Flanagan, James Tickner,
Daniel Stirrup and Andrei Brougham.

ASTRO FUND The Company has been supporting research
over the last 2 years into the rate of  growth of a type of brain
tumour known as Low Grade Glycoma. This involvement came
about when Paul, the son of Master Innholder Trevor Forecast,
and himself in the Hotel business, was diagnosed with this form
of cancer.  The difficulty with this condition is that these
tumours grow slowly, sometimes for many years, in young peo-
ple and do not become apparent until they are in their twenties.
Very little is known about how to predict when the risk of oper-
ating is less than the alternative of doing nothing.  Through a
research programme a method is being developed for using mag-
netic research imaging to predict accurately the growth of
tumours in volunteers. This is being financed by Astro, a fund
set up by the Forecast family. Through it a better understanding
is being developed of the way these glycomas change.

Although the six-monthly scans of Paul’s tumour showed in
March that there had been an acceleration in its growth, he
remains extremely positive in his attitude to find a cure for his
condition.  Indeed there is a very real hope that the comple-
mentary therapy he has received at a clinic in Brazil has
achieved just such a miracle and if this is confirmed by his next
scan, this will be an outstanding outcome from this project.

THE INNHOLDER’S AWARD FOR NURSING The three
nurses who were selected last year by the City University for the
Innholders Awards in 2002 have achieved mixed results with
one unfortunately having to drop out soon after the start of the
Academic Year.  The second nurse also had difficulties in her
personal circumstances, which has delayed her studies.
However despite these problems she has done well in the mod-
ules that she has completed and remains thoroughly commit-
ted to successfully finishing her studies within the next six-
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Innholders enables Friends of the Elderly to make this promise
and if you were able to witness at first hand the relief and appre-
ciation of the relatives of our residents, you would be doubly
certain of the value of your assistance.  I would like to say a very
big 'Thank You' to the Worshipful Company of Innholders."

Friends of the Elderly are keen to point out that the support of
the WCI has been, and continues to be, vital in this specialist area
of care.  Many parts of the country have no specialist dementia
facilities and the support offered by the Company enables the
charity to continue to provide a range of much needed services.
In addition, the charity is rightly proud of the way they insist on
maintaining a high quality of care with a first class standard of
accommodation and facilities to enable the residents to live in a
friendly and comfortable environment.  This is being achieved at
a time when many other providers are forced by financial con-
straints to operate to the lowest common denominator.

Friends of the Elderly are continuing to develop services in the
Woking area and nationally for older people with dementia in
care homes, day care activity centres and people's own homes. 

THE EVELINA CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL was originally
intended to provide eight dialysis machines for the Children’s
Hospital at Guys to replace their old and rapidly ageing models.
Unfortunately there are only two manufacturers in the world who
have in the past produced models suitable for babies and young
children and neither has one on the market at present. Given the
very limited demand and the high development costs incurred in
the production of a new model capable of handling the small
quantities of liquid needed for a baby, neither manufacturer could
give any assurance as to when, if ever, a new model would be
available in the future. It was therefore reluctantly decided to fund
an alternative but equally needed item for the Renal Unit.

In a small number of cases where a child suffers kidney failure,
whilst the replacement is not rejected, it will also suffer in the
same way as the first. Until recently there was no cure for this but
it has now been found that by changing a percentage of the white
corpuscles in the blood regularly over a period of time, the prob-
lem can be overcome. It was therefore decided to fund one
Plasma Exchange machine instead of the Dialysis units.

months.  The third nurse, Chido Papaya, (seen below receiving
her award from Assistant Hugh Evans), has completed her
studies on time and her results will be published in November.
This scheme has now been running for four years and the City

University remains extremely keen to see it continued.
However at the same time it is clearly a most demanding assign-
ment for these young nurses to complete within one academic
year instead of up to six (which is how long it takes part time.)
Another burden is the cost of living in London. After discussion
with the Nursing Faculty, it has been decided to continue the
award for up to three years with increased payments made to the
recipients spread over ten months instead of twelve.  The suc-
cessful applicants selected for this year are: 

Claire Slora who is currently employed as a Children’s Nurse at
Great Ormond Street Hospital, Simbisai Makumbe, an Adult
Nurse at Royal London Hospital who completed her diploma
programme with distinction in March 2003, and Sophie Agboli
who is also an Adult Nurse at Barts and The London Trust.

BERNARD SUNLEY HOME, WOKING, owned and run by
Friends of the Elderly in Woking is now fully operational. The
Company originally contributed to the capital costs of the
rebuilding of the old home. Subsequently it was agreed to sup-
port four residents for three years by funding the difference
between the amount contributed by the Local Authority and
the Health Authority and the real costs of high quality care.
Without this financial assistance, these older people would not
be able to benefit from the specialist dementia and nursing care
that the unit offers.  The Home opened in September 2001 and
is now a thriving community caring for 60 residents.

Douglas Webb, Friends of the Elderly's Development Director,
said, “The support we get from the Worshipful Company of
Innholders is important to us, not just in terms of meeting cap-
ital expenses but in meeting on-going commitments to resi-
dents.”  He added, "Older people with dementia are often quite
physically fit and a long term commitment or promise to con-
tinue to care for them is required if we are to avoid the devas-
tating consequences of a change of home for these people.  The
financial contribution from the Worshipful Company of

Elliott Sexton, after
his kidney trans-
plant. He was born
with a kidney defect
and has relied on
food through a
nasal gastric tube.
Now he  has to
“learn” to eat solid
food. He is seen here
just after his third
birthday enjoying
his favorite “cheese
snack”. He has
received the unit’s
500th kidney trans-
plant
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SPORTING EVENTS

This most enjoyable annual event attracted a record 35 partici-
pants from the Innholders’ Company this year, including the

Master and his wife Carine and five
members of the Court. Out of a total
entry of 12 yachts, three boats repre-
sented the Innholders and they sailed
away with four trophies, including
the Commodore’s Cup (Richard
Glover in L’Horizon of Southampton,
3rd overall). Richard Glover also won
the Ann Glover Cup for the highest-
placed Innholder boat. His crew were
the Master and his lady together with
John Haire and Rory Pope. 

Tim Mellery-Pratt, (Innholder III)
won the Cowes Cup (4th overall)
and William Spouse (Innholder I)
gained the Lady Libby Trophy.
Hugh Evans was skipper of Innholder II. The presen-
tation took place at the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club
who hosted the event, including the Presentation
Dinner on 17 May and breakfast on Sunday.

The other highlight was the splendid dinner at the Royal
Yacht Squadron on the Friday evening,  by  kind invita-
tion of the Father of the Company, Horace Mellery-Pratt.
William Spouse, our new Upper Warden, did a brilliant
job in organising the event for the Company as well as
skippering Innholder I. A good time was had by all –
who wish to express their gratitude to our hosts, the
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, to the Court for its
sponsorship, the skippers for their leadership, William
Spouse for his organization and the Renter Warden for
taking charge of the catering and wine.

THE CITY LIVERY YACHT CLUB REGATTA, COWES. 

Joining Party at the
Lymington Yacht Haven: (left
to right) William Spouse, Tony
Brighton, Julian Rowe, Sally
Dowling, Hugh Evans,
Frances Rogers, Delma Evans,
Anthony Mellery-Pratt, Linda
Brighton and John Rowe

Below, l. to r., Sarah Tice,
Richard Glover and William
Tice at Anthony Mellery-Pratt’s
Pimms Party, Buckler’s Hard

The Innholder III crew in great spirits cele-
brating the prizegiving at the Royal
Corinthian Yacht Club.(l.to r.) John and
Julian Rowe, Nick and Peter Dowling,
Amanda English, Sally Dowling, Jo and
Tim Mellery-Pratt.

Horace Mellery-Pratt
talking to Rosemary
Brighton at the RCYC
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THE MASTER’S OUTING

It has become an annual custom for each Master, in his year, to
plan an outing to some unusual event or place associated with

our City and its history. On Tuesday 10th June  this year, the
Master and his wife
Carine took mem-
bers of the Court to
Tower Hill  as guests
of the Honourable
Artillery Company,
where they were
able to observe gun-
ners from the HAC
firing a 42-gun
salute to mark the
official birthday of
HRH Prince
Phillip, Duke of
Edinburgh.

This stirring event was followed by a delicious lunch served by
the HAC at their City Road  barracks. 

Thanks are due to Lt. Col. Johnny Dallow, Deputy Governor
of the Tower, for affording the assembled company such a ring-
side position for viewing the salute and also to the Adjutant of
the HAC, Capt. Mark Perkins, for organising the excellent
reception and welcome by the HAC. 

INNHOLDERS’ GOLFING EVENTS. — REPORT BY P.M. VASS
We played our first game at the
RAC Country Club at Epsom
in May where the Master, Tim
Wood, joined us.

In early June we played the
31st Signals in our bi-annual
match series and the result was
a draw, which meant that they
retained the trophy won by
them last year.

At the beginning of July we
had a match against the
Stationers Company and as we
were a bit short on numbers
we were joined by three mem-
bers of the Fruiterers

Company one of whom was their Clerk Lionel French who,
some years ago, was CO of the 31st Signals. Despite extra
forces we still managed to lose by 3 matches to 1.

The annual match for the Master Innholders’ Cup was held
again at Badgemore Park Golf Club in Henley-on-Thames on
24 July. It was a most enjoyable day and because the MIs were
short on numbers we had to work on averages across both
teams to get a result. On this occasion the Worshipful
Company came out as the winners. Following the game, lunch
was taken at the Phyllis Court Club in Henley and was hosted
by Richard Edwards to whom I would like to express the
thanks of all who were there for his excellent hospitality. We
hope to return again next year.

In August we joined 26 other livery companies in a charity day
of golf at Milford Golf Club in Surrey. The funds raised go to
the Duke of Edinburgh's Awards Scheme and we raised
£3,000.

Our invitation day at the Hankley Common Golf Cub on 27
August was a great success, we play a greensome format and this
year the winners were Richards Edwards M.I. and his partner
Michael Moor. At the time of writing there are three more
matches to be played in our golf calendar for 2003.

As in the past, I
am asking if there
are any more
prospective play-
ers, who would
be very welcome.
Bearing in mind
our fixtures are all
midweek, I look
forward to hear-
ing from anyone
interested.

The Master presents Jill Vass with
the trophy for the highest score of
the day, on 15 May, at the RAC

Craig Drummond(r) and partner,  with Michael
Vass at Hankley Common

Ear protectors were issued for all guests, but
Past-Master Chris Whitby brought his own!
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31ST (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNALS REGIMENT

Our Territorial unit has had an extremely challenging, yet
hugely rewarding, 12 months. The Regiment has

increased in size, been heavily committed operationally, under-
taken some highly imaginative training and has competed suc-
cessfully in the sporting arena. Additionally it has continued to
forge close links with the local community.

In September 2002, as a result of an internal defence review of
military support to the civilian authorities, 94th (Berkshire
Yeomanry) Signal Squadron (Volunteers) based in Windsor
was added to the Regiment. While they still maintain a sepa-
rate war role in support of the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC), they have added a vital Very High Frequency (VHF)
capability to the Regiment to enable us to react to any large
scale emergency in London.

The Regiment was
the most heavily
committed TA
Royal Signals Unit
during the war in
Iraq. 39 TA soldiers
were mobilised for
the war along with a
further 6 who were
already undertaking
attachments with
regular units. 3 of
the Regular Permanent Staff also deployed for 4 weeks to provide
training and installation of specialist equipment. An additional
12 TA soldiers have been mobilised for the ongoing operations
inside Iraq.

The Regiment was also involved, in a supporting role, during
the Fireman's strike, with all of the London TA Centres being
used as temporary fire stations. 

The final operational strand is perhaps the most important. In
the aftermath of September 11th the Regiment is on perma-
nent standby to provide communications in the event of a large
scale disaster or terrorist attack in the London area. Lead ele-
ments of the Regiment are on 6 hours notice to move and a
large number of our TA soldiers have said they will immediate-
ly volunteer to assist in any way they can in such an emergency.

This year’s training has been hard, challenging
and varied. It has been focused on the devel-
opment of leadership skills amongst the junior
officers and the junior non-commissioned offi-
cers. The climax of the training was this sum-
mer's Annual Camp. The majority of the
Regiment deployed to Norfolk to exercise the
Regiment's war role which culminated in an
extensive live firing package. 

During Summer Camp elements of the
Regiment also deployed to Gibraltar for
two weeks. There the Soldiers encoun-

tered a number of
new situations inclu-
ding a 36-hour tun-
nel fighting exercise
through the heart of
the old World War II
tunnel systems. They
also got the opportu-
nity for some adven-
turous training such
as rock climbing on Gibraltar Rock itself and canoeing in the
Mediterranean.

The Regiment is careful to cultivate strong links with the local
communities on whom we rely heavily for a steady flow of
recruits. This is done through a mixture of high profile events
with local civic leaders such as the Lord Mayor's Show for
which the Regiment provided the Lord Mayor's Honour
Guard, and the Mayor-Making Dinner for which the
Regiment invites all of the newly elected Mayors from our local
boroughs to dine.

The Regiment has made great efforts in recruitment. On our
Open Day at Regimental Headquarters anyone was able to walk
in off the street and find out more about the TA and in partic-
ular our regiment. An added bonus was that on the day we
raised £700 for the Trinity Hospital Charity Trust in Clapham.

The Regiment has had another year of sporting success at all
levels. Two key achievements this year have been the winning
of the TA Skill at Arms competition, a TA wide shooting
competition in which we took the overall first prize and a
large number of other team and individual shooting tro-
phies. Secondly the Regiment obtained first place in the TA
Royal Signals Alpine Skiing
Championships.

There were two outstanding
individual achievements from
the Regiment this year. The first
was the presentation of the
Burberry Trophy to Staff
Sergeant Alleyne which is for the
London Territorial Soldier who
is considered to be London's
Volunteer of the year. The second was the Lord Lieutenant's
Meritorious Service Certificate which was awarded to Corporal

Ahluwalia in recognition for his outstanding
services to the TA during the year.

This has been a particularly demanding 12
months for 31st (City of London) Signal
Regiment (Volunteers). The monies kindly
donated by the Innholders have been put
towards supporting many of the activities
already discussed and without doubt their
generosity has contributed to the overall suc-
cess of the Regiment. The Regiment is now
in good shape to tackle future challenges and
its focus on the development of individuals
remains unchanged.

Tunnel fighting exercise in Gibraltar
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bow wave for over an hour and at night they left jet-streams of
phosphorescence under the boat. The sea turned a deep
turquoise as we left the continental shelf, leaving Luke's sea-
sickness behind with it. Apart from one yacht, we saw no other
human life outside of the shipping lanes until we were buzzed
by a British aeroplane flying at an altitude of no more than  20
meters (fortunately not when we'd just stripped off to have a
shower on deck). Then finally there was the excitement of see-
ing land again after five days at sea. Spain at last! Time to dig
out the phrase book and tape that Luke's brother gave us for
Christmas.

Luke and Emma are planning to cross from the Canaries to the
Caribbean after Christmas and if they decide to continue with
their voyage will transit the Panama Canal in April. 

JANE HUGHES ON EVEREST. Jane, the third of our newly
elevated Lady Liveryman of the Company, who was reported
in last year’s Annual Review having completed the New York
Marathon now reports from the Himalayas:

“Fancy going to Everest?” The call from the BBC came almost
out of the blue, but even so, I had not a moment's hesitation
in saying ‘yes’. And even when 1 woke up. a few weeks later,
after my first night under canvas in base camp, to discover that
mv contact lenses had frozen solid in the sub-zero temperature,
I didn't regret the decision.

We were there to mark the 50th anniversary of the first ascent
of Everest. And broadcasting from the slopes of the world's
highest mountain is no mean feat. For a start, you have to get
all the gear there, – 2 tons of it. That meant a train of 30-or-
so yaks, and a small army of porters trailing up the valley, with
us puffing along behind them, for two weeks. At that height –
7,000 feet above sea level–  you have to ascend gradually, to
prevent the altitude getting the better of you.

And once there, the frozen contact lenses were just the start of
it. I hadn't quite taken in the fact that base camp is perched on
a glacier. That meant we were living on a bed of ice, loosely cov-
ered with scree, and cut across with crevasses. I'd lie awake at
night (the altitude made sleep elusive) listening to the ice groan-
ing, and wondering whether I'd still be there in the morning.

Spam and potatoes featured big in our meals. Going to the loo
involved trekking across the camp site to a telephone-box-
shaped tent teetering by a crevasse. And even climbing the small
hill to our broadcast point left me gasping for breath.

And yet, months after returning, the memory of those extraor-
dinary mountains soaring
above us under a dazzling blue
sky, and the charm of the
Sherpa people, and the cama-
raderie we shared makes me
long to return. This is one
assignment I'll never forget.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF FREEMEN AND LIVERYMEN

FREEMEN EMMA AND LUKE MCEWEN, married last
October, set off from Langstone Harbour on 28th May in their
newly acquired Tradewind 35 yacht, Eagle Wing, for what
could be a 3-year voyage to Australia and back. 

Luke writes in  his first passage log sent to this journal via
Emma’s father, Commander Hugh Evans: “Fortunately for us
the new navigational aids to extended passage-making which
we have installed worked well and so far the first leg of our pas-
sage to Gibraltar offered little drama other than a few fishing-
boat avoidance manoeuvres and the excitement of seeing our
first pod of dolphins (shortly before we interrupted Her

Majesty's navy playing
their Thursday War off
Plymouth Sound). It is
quite surprising, when one
is used to day-sailing in
short hops along the coast,
how much distance can be
covered in a day and a half,
and so we found ourselves
drifting into Falmouth on
a dying breeze on
Thursday evening.

After two weeks of study-
ing the weather maps and
chasing parts we had
ordered through the Poste
Restante system, we were

as ready as we would ever be. Tins of food were labelled in per-
manent marker (in case we should be flooded and the labels
wash off ), casseroles were cooked and waiting in the fridge and
the tanks were full. Our expert weather-router Bertie, a lovely
retired chap who lives in Gosport, gave us a forecast of eight
days' moderate Northerly winds on the back of a dying
Southwesterly, so we set off on what seemed like the longest
passage one could ever contemplate making.

Bertie was right, and the two-week wait in Falmouth was
worthwhile. Once we
rounded Ushant into the
Bay of Biscay, the wind
filled in from astern,
staying with us all the
way to Spain. We found
ourselves bowling along
downwind in sunshine
and a force four, wonder-
ing if we'd taken a wrong
turning – was this really
the fearsome Bay? We
saw lots of dolphins –
one pod of fifteen or so of
the beautiful creatures
played on Eagle Wing's

Luke McEwan, Liveryman and 
skipper of  Eaglewing

Emma McEwen at the chart table

Liveryman Jane Hughes on
assignment for the BBC near
the base camp of Everest
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JEREMY POPE, OUR NEW ASSISTANT

Jeremy followed his father, Philip,
into Ferndown School at

Hazlemere and then Charterhouse.
He went on to Trinity College,
Cambridge, to read Law, in October
1962, but also found time to study
taxidermy (the art of stuffing things!)
Much of his time was also taken up
learning about the Brewing Industry
(his family’s business) and secondly, a "stage" in Bordeaux which
deeply engrained in him not only a love of wine and food, but
triggered an interest in cookery all of which have been enduring
interests.

He hunted with the Trinity Foot Beagles for two seasons, ran
the Salmon & Trout Association, was Cellarer of the Wine and
Food Society and helped run the Pitt Club which is why he was
not surprised to achieve only a 2:2 in the Law Tripos. “My time
at Cambridge was fantastic. I regarded it, I am ashamed to
admit, as three years organised irresponsibility”.

The law degree then led to London and the Law proper in
terms of articles and the Solicitors' Finals. On qualifying he
joined his family firm the brewers, Eldridge, Pope & Co, in
Dorchester. So it was that he got drawn into the Brewers'
Society, the Industry's trade association and thence into the
CBI where in the early 80s he became Chairman of the Smaller
Firms' Council. This led to a series of public appointments
including the National Economic Development Council, The
Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution and The Top
Salaries Review Body.

During his working life at Eldridge Pope, JP forged a close busi-
ness relationship and enduring friendship with the Father of the
Company, Horace Mellery-Pratt. Horace was retained as his
Company's Property Adviser. It was he who introduced JP to the
Worshipful Company of Innholders at first via the Grouse Club,
but this later led to JPs Freedom and then the Livery of the WCI
so JP has much to be grateful for and much to repay Horace by
an active commitment to the Company and its affairs.

JP retired from Eldridge Pope in spring 1999 to be appointed
to the Board of the newly formed South West of England
Regional Development Agency and soon after was invited to
act as Sir Michael Lickiss, the Chairman's, Deputy. His portfo-
lio now includes the Chairmanship of Milk Link, a farmers' co-
operative and now a £400m. integrated dairy business, the
Chairmanship of Exeter Investment Group plc, the
Chairmanship of Chilworth Science Park (part of
Southampton University where he also serves on the Council)
and the Chairmanship of English Farming & Food
Partnerships, a national body recently established to promote
co-operation within farming and the Food Chain. He also sits
on Sir Don Curry's Sustainable Farming & Food Strategy
Implementation Group charged with superintending the
preparation of Delivery Plans in each of the eight English
Regions.

NOTABLE OCCASIONS IN THE COMPANY’S YEAR

THE CLERK’S WEDDING. Dougal Bulger, our Clerk, was
married on 6th September. After a civil ceremony at Weybridge
registry office the Innholders’ Company Chaplain, the
Reverend Canon Bill Christianson conducted a service of bless-
ing at St. Michael Paternoster Royal, the Innholders’ Church
and Dougal’s son Rory was best man. 

A splendid reception followed at the Innholders’ Hall attended
by 50 of Dougal and Anne’s family and friends.

The  Company was represented by the Master and his wife, Dr
Carine Wood, P.M. Tony Lorkin and his wife Liza, the
Assistant Clerk, Julia Cox with her partner Simon Mould and
Liveryman Duncan James.

JULIA COX BECOMES A FREEMAN OF THE CITY The
Lord Mayor Elect, Aldermen Robert Finch and David Raines,
a Liveryman of the Distillers’ Company, were the sponsors
when our Assistant Clerk and Manager of WCI Catering, Julia
Cox was admitted to the Freedom of the City of London on
27th June. The ceremony was followed by a reception in the
Innholders Hall (see below).

Celebrating  Julia Cox’s Freedom of the City: (l. to r.) Alderman
Robert Finch, Simon Mould, Julia’s partner, the Master, Julia and her
daughter Samantha, David Raines and the Clerk



12

OUR OWN LORD MAYOR

On 8th November 2003 Alderman Robert Finch will have
become the fifth liveryman of the Innholders’ Company

during the last two hundred years to occupy the most prestigeous
office in the City of London. His predecessors, Sir Chapman
Marshall (1839), David Wire (1858), Sir Thomas Scambler
Owden (1877) and Sir Polydore de Keyser (1887) were all
Masters of the Innholders’ Company before they became Lord
Mayor. Robert Finch has been Master of the Solicitors’
Company and is now a Court Assistant of the Innholders’
Company. He will, we hope, become our Master in a few years’
time.

Robert was born in Ootacumund, South India, while his father
was on active service with the army in Italy. Robert went to
Felsted School in Essex and then to the College of Law and
qualified as a solicitor in his uncle’s firm before joining the pre-
eminent City law firm of Linklaters, where he has been
throughout his career. He was until 1999 the head of the firm’s
property department and has been responsible for some very
important transactions in the City and overseas. His experience
and advice will be invaluable to the Innholders’ Company
which, like so many City Livery Companies, depends on prop-
erty for the greater part of its income.

During his years as an Alderman, Robert’s wife Patricia has
been of enormous help to him and she will be a charming and
hard-working Lady Mayoress. Together with their daughters
Alexandra and Isabel she will accompany Robert in the Lord
Mayor’s procession and later in his international travels, when
he will spend something like 75 days overseas promoting the
City as the leading financial and cultural centre of the world.

The cultural and artistic side of the City will be the principal
theme of the new Lord Mayor’s year. Music, architecture, the-

atre and the arts, as well as a love of the outdoors: walking,
climbing, skiing and sailing, are Robert and Patricia’s chief
interests and will be the objects of his charitable appeals. All
Robert’s friends in the Innholders’ Company and the whole
City look forward to supporting his work throughout the com-
ing year and we hope that he and the Lady Mayoress will derive
great satisfaction from the huge workload and unique respon-
sibilities which will be placed on them.

Apart from assisting Robert in his civic duties Patricia has
many responsibilities of her own. She not only runs the family
home in London and their house by the sea in Chichester,
(where they are known to be keen and accomplished sailors),
but they will now also occupy as their home the Mansion
House in the City.

Patricia is a keen gardener, an interest she inherited from her
mother, and she was delighted when she was made a liveryman
of the Gardeners’ Company. Besides, she has been a local vol-
unteer with the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and a volunteer and
director of a local care home.

Both Robert and Patricia’s daughters have degrees in the histo-
ry of art and have chosen  artistic careers. Alexandra works as
assistant to the director of the National Portrait Gallery. Isabel
works for the Arts Council’s Collection whose 7,000 works of
art are managed by the Hayward Gallery on the South Bank.
She is also studying at the City University for a Master’s Degree
in Museum and Gallery Management. Their skills and dedica-
tion will be invaluable to the new Lord Mayor’s arts-based
charity appeal. We wish it every success!

This newsletter is published each year in October. Please
send contributions to the Editor, Past-Master Christian
Brann, by the end of August together with photographs.
Please provide separate captions stating: who is depicted,
(l.to r.) where, when and the event Please give an
address.for the return of pictures.

Daughters Alexandra
and Isabel expect to

play their full part in
the  Lord Mayor’s year

Sir Polydore de
Keyser, the last
Innholder to be
Lord Mayor of
London (1887)
was also a patron
of the arts and a
great benefactor
of the Guildhall
School of Music


