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WILLIAM SPOUSE
Our new Master for 2004 – 2005

My father, Alec Spouse was invited to join the Livery in
1935 but was too old to join the Court. He much regret-

ted this and ensured that the same would not happen to me by
making me his apprentice at 14. So I became a Freeman at 21
and was invited to join the Livery in 1973.

After school at Felsted, I completed a two-year Hotel &
Catering Management course with work experience in
London, including the Savoy and Innholders Hall where I was
placed under the supervision of Gordon Marsh, who put me
into the wash-up section on my first
night! Later, I worked as a chef and assist-
ed in the preparation of the famous
Cheese Soufflées still cooked in the Hall’s
ancient gas ovens,  – the oldest working
ovens in the City. I also learned the art of
wine-waiting under the watchful eyes of
the old retainers and helped them taste all
the wines before service. All the pre-war
vintage port had been consumed and the
Company was just starting to drink the
Taylor’s 1948. I was told that “there could
be trouble, as the Livery is always unset-
tled when the Port changes”. Fortunately,
1948 was an excellent year and everyone
approved! 

I trained to become a Chartered Accountant, articled to Past
Lord Mayor, Sir Harold Gillett where I had an interesting time
on assignments across Spain, Gibraltar and N. Africa. During
generous periods of  leave I filled my time  as a temporary chef
and worked, among others at the Rock Hotel, Gibraltar and
“Chez Max”, a frenetic French Restaurant in Tangiers.

After qualifying, I started in practise as an accountant and
founded a software company that developed database applica-
tions. I started an Air-Taxi Company at Southend Airport with

my brother John, who had qualified as a commercial pilot. I
have now retired from accountancy practice but am still
involved with a banqueting and catering business in Chigwell,
Essex, run by Frances Rogers, my fiancée of 20 years who still
declines my earnest entreaties for her to marry me!

I have had a lifelong interest in sailing, shooting and fine
wine. My father loved boating and always kept a yacht at
Burnham-on-Crouch. I have many childhood memories of
messing about in boats in the muddy waters of East Anglia.
Just after my 17th birthday, we were due to sail over to
Holland for the summer holidays. At the last minute, my
father could not come and told me to get the boat over to
Rotterdam. My first cross-Channel trip as skipper! 

Through close friends in the wine trade I
have been invited on countless buying trips
to various wine growing areas, but mainly
Burgundy and Bordeaux. Buying Claret is
child’s play compared with Burgundy but
getting this right is both satisfying and
rewarding. I have long been a member of
the London Wine Trade Club and hold the
rank of Commandeur in the Confrérie du
Chevaliers de Tastevin in Nuits St. Georges. 

As Master, I plan to build on the recent
changes to the membership and activities
that have taken place. Last year, we admit-
ted seven new liverymen of whom four are
women and we will be considering a similar
number during 2005. Our dedication to

charitable giving has long been one of the Company’s main
aims and I want to encourage the involvement of the Livery
and Freemen in this activity. Our sporting fixtures attracted a
record number this year and I would like to recommend those
who have not done so, to join us for these most enjoyable
events during 2005. As we have not held a wine tasting at the
Hall for some years, I am planning to arrange an evening for
the Livery on Thursday, 24 February (date and details to be
confirmed).      
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line abreast down Queen Victoria Street to the Mansion
House!”

In 1255, Magna Carta decreed the right of the City to elect its
Lord Mayor – as long as he is shown to the people. The Lord
Mayor’s Show goes back to those days. It wends its way from
the Guildhall through the City and past St. Paul’s, along Fleet
Street to the Law Courts where the Lord Mayor swears his oath
of allegiance. The Show then returns him along the
Embankment to his home for the year: the Mansion House.

This year, apart from the usual floats and bands there were a
number of exciting innovations. It was the idea of Norman
Woolley, Past-Master of the Basketmakers, to invite the Guilds
of Zürich to take part in the Show. The response was over-
whelming: over 900 Swiss guildsmen, some on horseback and
all in colourful costumes, took part and re-enacted the annual
Swiss custom of Sechseläuten which involves burning a giant
snowman (symbolising the end of winter).

In the evening, as has now become a regular custom, we were
treated to a splendid display of fireworks on the River Thames.

JOHN EDWARDES JONES
Master, 2003/4

John Edwardes Jones and his wife Caroline, after serving the
Company for more than twenty years as our Clerk and his

Assistant, were well qualified to lead us as our Master and his
Lady in 2003/4. In October 2003 Robert Finch became the
sixth Innholder to occupy the highest office in the City and, as
reported throughout this Annual Review, both he and the Lady
Mayoress were very generous with the time they spared the
Company in what must have been the busiest year of their lives.

It all began with the Lord Mayor’s Show, always a highlight in
the City’s calendar. This year the Master and Wardens of the
Company rode in their own coach, on loan from the Royal
Mews, just a few places before the Lord Mayor. 

What few of us saw was later reported by Peter Dowling, the
Renter Warden: “near the Royal Courts of Justice the gun car-
riage in front of us stopped and backed up. Our horse took
exception and  stepped smartly backwards, breaking the shaft
to which it was attached. We walked home ignominiously in

(above) The Landau bearing the Master and Wardens of the
Innholders’ Company passing St. Paul’s in the Lord Mayor’s Show

(below) The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress  with the Wardens, the
Clerk and their wives at the Mansion House where a special lun-
cheon was given for  the entire Company and guests on 25 June 

The Lord Mayor in the magnificent gilded Stage Coach drawn by 
six splendid Shire horses traditionally provided by Youngs brewery
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INNHOLDERS’ LUNCH AT THE MANSION HOUSE

On 25th June, the Lord
Mayor and the Lady
Mayoress were guests in
their own home as  mem-
bers of the Innholders’
Company, when all
Liverymen and Freemen
with their partners
lunched at the Mansion
House to honour our
most distinguished Court
member.
Somehow the spirit of

conviviality and friendliness which is ever present when we meet
in our own Hall, transplanted well to the Egyptian Room which
is used by the Lord Mayor to dispense the City’s hospitality.

The atmosphere was informal and both Robert and Patricia
Finch found time to circulate among the Innholders recalling,
with their prodigious memories, the names of all those they
spoke to. As is not unusual with Innholders’ celebrations, the
occasion was in danger of extending well into the afternoon
when one of the Mansion House staff reminded us in the
politest way that the Lord Mayor and his home were required to
host another func-
tion scheduled to
follow hard on ours.

COURT VISIT TO PORTUGAL by PM Bartlett

O happy band of Innholders, so ably led
by the Master … up, down, on and over
the Douro;  we did it all.

This must have been the most innovative,
successful and enjoyable Master’s Outing
ever. Meticulously and imaginatively
researched, nothing was left to chance. …
well, perhaps a little; and future plans will
certainly become a case of ‘keeping up
with the (E) Joneses’.

Our visit to Oporto was outstanding and
our senses had to work overtime. We saw wonderful places and
stunning scenery, we heard and learned more about Port in
three days than we had in a lifetime,   we sniffed … and sniffed
… we tasted … and tasted  . . , and we touched glasses in cele-
bration until our arms ached. 

Our hotel, the Porto Carlton, was excellent with fantastic views
of the river, and the little square with its charming cafés,
colourful houses – some several stories high – and the many
small boys kicking their footballs amongst the tables and
chairs.  It set the mood perfectly for our adventure ahead. 

Our party consisted of the Wardens and a Saga-like group of
Past Masters, and their partners. We are all greatly indebted to
the Symington family and their famous firms (Grahams, Warre,
Dow, Vesuvio) for their hospitality and for giving us such a clear
picture of the Port trade, past and present. Our guide, Tim
Stanley-Clarke, was a knowledgeable and delightful companion.

On the first day we all went on a boat trip ‘Six bridges and the
Atlantic’ which gave a good general view of the City and
Oporto’s bridges over the Douro. In the evening the meal had
been arranged at a modest but excellent traditional restaurant
in the historic ‘Ribeira’ area of Porto, overlooking the river.
The next morning we went by bus to the cellars of Graham’s
and had an escorted tour, after which we were allowed to sam-
ple the product in many forms, from Ruby to Vintage. We then
had a delicious lunch at Graham’s at which Tim spoke with
enthusiasm about the great drink, debunking the middle class
suspicion of Port which, drunk by the thimbleful, is meant  to
give a nasty head the next day, forgetting two glasses of cham-
pagne before dinner, at least one glass of Chablis with the fish

Past Master Judge
Geoffrey Lovegrove
resting in the Lord
Mayor’s chair with
his daughter Cath-
erine, a Freeman of
the Company

The Lord Mayor chatting with  Carol Bartlett, 
PM Roger Ames, and his wife Sheila

View of the picturesque houses opposite the Porto Carlton Hotel
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the brave and foolhardy young
swam in the unheated pool,
watched by their supporters.  The
Master, like Sir John Moore, of
whom we heard much in his defy-
ing of Marshal Soult and
Napoleon with his small army ‘lay
like a warrior taking his rest with
his martial cloak around him’. 

On Sunday, we went further up
the Douro by train to Quinta do
Vesuvio which is one of the few
Port houses making Port exclu-
sively from their own grapes.
After a tour of the vineyard and the plant we rather precari-
ously crossed the river for lunch, then returned to the Vintage
House for our final dinner – a splendid affair. Next day we took
our own boat down the river, passing through a huge lock
(85feet) on the way; then by coach to the airport and home. 

We had a truly great time and we give heartfelt thanks to the
Master, and of course to Caroline, for arranging everything so
perfectly for us. As we all know, the camaraderie of the
Innholders is very special and we are lucky to be part of it.

If there is to be a criticism, then it must be that our ‘outing’
was much too short.

THE CITY LIVERY YACHT CLUB REGATTA

Following only two days after our return from Portugal came
the summons to represent the Company at Cowes in the

annual CLYC regatta. This is an event open to all sailors in the
Company, together with their partners. The event was most
efficiently organized by William Spouse who invited us to the
London Boat Show in January to view the Bavaria Yachts, three
of which we were to charter. They were to be skippered by
William Spouse (The Innholder), Hugh Evans (Innholder 2)
and Tim Mellery Pratt (Innholder 3). Our fourth entry, owned
and skippered by PM Richard Glover, was to be L’Horizon of
Southampton, which gave us four entries in the race. Those
who did not take part in the race, but merely came to share the
fun were given a grandstand view from the Thames sailing
barge Kitty.

then two glasses of Burgundy with the meat and a glass of
Sauterne with the hostess’ very special pudding.  

That evening we were taken to the Factory House for dinner.
This is a remarkable Victorian club in the City and is also a
museum of maps, books, crockery, glass and kitchen equip-
ment. The Factory House itself dates from the time when
Soult’s Cavalry roamed Spain and Portugal but were held by Sir
John Moore’s small English army supplied by the Navy.  The
Symington family themselves have been in Oporto since 1882
though the maternal side traces back to the 18th century.   We
almost felt the inadequacy of our own Hall when, having eaten
formally in one dining room, we were ordered to move along
to an identical room for cheese, fruit, nuts, Port and speeches.
Downstairs was a beautiful ballroom complete with chandeliers
and a programme board announcing, presumably for the hard
of hearing or inadequate dancers, the name of the next dance.
Appropriately it still showed the ‘gallop’. 

Gallop we did the next morning with breakfast at 6am, coach
7.30 and train up the Douro at eight. This journey ended at
Pinhao station where our luggage was transferred to the
Vintage House Hotel and we, after a tour of Dow’s Bonfim
Vineyard, had a delightful alfresco lunch at the Quinta da
Bonfim.  The late afternoon was free at the Vintage House and

The Master, John Edwardes Jones and his successor, 
William Spouse, talking to our host, Paul Symington, 
with Tim Wood, before dinner at the Factory House

Skipper (William Spouse) and crew of  Innholder at Cowes
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We met at the
Haslar Marina,
Gosport, on
W e d n e s d a y ,
12th May and
the next morn-
ing had a
leisurely sail to
L y m i n g t o n
where we had
dinner at the
L y m i n g t o n
Town Sailing
Club. That gave
us nearly two
days to socialise
and get to know

our boats. On Friday we had a friendly race among ourselves
and our skippers displayed an impressive knowledge of the cus-
tomary race marks in the Solent. The highlight of the event was
dinner at the Royal Yacht Squadron by invitation of the gener-
ous Father of the Company, Horace Mellery-Pratt. It is a rare
privilege to dine at the shrine of British yachting and we are all
very grateful to Horace for once more making this possible.
Another unique hon-
our of the occasion
was that the Lord
Mayor, Robert
Finch, and his Lady
Mayoress Patricia
competed with us in
The Innholder gain-
ing 1st line honours
with the Lord Mayor
at the helm. They
then joined us for the
evening.

The race was ham-
pered by light
winds and the special rule was invoked allowing yachts to use
engines part-time in return for penalty points. No less than
three trophies were won by Innholder yachts and these were
presented by the Commodore, a previous Lord Mayor, Sir
Clive Martin, at a splendid dinner at the Royal Corinthian
Yacht Club.

31ST (CITY OF LONDON) 
SIGNALS REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

Lt Col Simon Hutchinson MBE, a Regular Officer, took
over command of the 31st Signals Regt. just a year ago.

After being commissioned he was immediately deployed to
Northern Ireland. This was followed by a stint with the
Armoured Division and Signals Regiment during the first Gulf
War. No sooner was this assignment completed than he was
posted to Yugoslavia. He was awarded an MBE for his work in
supporting the unit’s families during this difficult time. Most
recently he has been responsible for career management of
senior officers in the Royal Signals. He is a keen believer in
interesting, challenging and varied training. This has been
greatly appreciated by the officers and men alike.

The Regiment has had an
extremely busy few months.
With the requirement to
provide ongoing support to
both Iraq and the Balkans
whilst maintaining “day to
day” operational capability,
the Regiment has found
itself increasingly stretched,
yet it has been a challenge
to which the soldiers and
their families have risen
magnificently.

To date more than 50 Territorial Army soldiers from this
Regiment have deployed on Operation TELIC, the UKs com-
mitment to Iraq. Their rôles and responsibilities, predominant-

ly as augmentees, have
been wide and varied,
ranging from providing
the Divisional Padre’s
radio operator to the
principal coordinator for
all VIP visits to theatre.
Whatever their rôle, they
have responded with
vitality and good humour
leaving their comman-
ders under no illusions
about the virtues of the
Territorial Army. In addi-
tion the Regiment cur-
rently has five soldiers
deployed on Operation
OCCULUS, the UK’s
continuing deployment
to the Balkans.

Regardless of the operation the welfare and well-being of fam-
ilies left behind has been of paramount importance. The
Regiment (via its Squadrons) continues to hold briefing days
and “Family Lunches” for all those families whose partners are
deployed or have just returned. They report that the
Innholders’ generous contribution has made this valuable sup-

Our host at the Royal Yacht Squadron, father of the
Company, Horace Mellery-Pratt with Zoe Dolman
and Kezia Sinden,our youngest crewmembers

Two Lord Mayors at Cowes: ‘ours’, Alderman
Robert Finch, and Sir Clive Martin (Lord
Mayor 1999/2000), Commodore RCYC

Anthony Mellery-Pratt, the Master, the Lord Mayor and 
William Spouse, skipper of  The Innholder

Major Carolyn Murrison says
farewell to the Prime Minister after
organising his highly successful visit

to Iraq 

Lance Corporal Ennis with full kit,
just before crossing the border into Iraq.
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THE REV’D CANON BILL CHRISTIANSON

AND THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS

Most readers of
this Annual

Review will by now
have met our
Company’s chaplain,
but many will have
been too shy to ask
how he came to take
on the duty and what
his regular job entails.
So your editor thought
it might be  of interest
to our readers to get
him to tell his story. 

He is, in fact, the third Secretary-General of the Mission to
Seamen (now called Seafarers) to combine his onerous office
with the Chaplaincy of the Innholders’ Company. In his
church, in October each year, our new Master and Wardens
have their induction service. St. Michael Paternoster Royal is
first mentioned in the City’s records in 1219. The name Royal
is a corruption of La Reole, a town near Bordeaux, where much
of the wine imported by the nearby Vintners came from.

In 1409 St. Michael’s was rebuilt by Sir Richard Whittington,
Mercer, and four times Lord Mayor of London. In it he comis-
sioned a tomb for his wife Alice and he was himself buried
there, though no trace of their memorial remains. The church
was destroyed in the Great Fire in 1666 and, like St. Paul’s, re-
built by Christopher Wren.

Canon Bill Christianson was born, educated and ordained in
Durban, South Africa and after a curacy at Pietermaritzburg
Cathedral joined the
Mission to Seamen as
Chaplain of South-
end. He became
Senior Chaplain of the
Port of London soon
after. 

Seafarers play a vital
rôle in our trading
nation, but they so
often face isolation,
loneliness and danger
in ports thousands of
miles from home.
After many months
away from their fami-
lies with limited shore
leave, they often work
in dangerous condi-
tions and often go
months without even
being paid. In situa-

port possible. 56 Signal Squadron, based in Eastbourne, recent-
ly took a number of families to Knock Hatch Adventure Park
concluding the day with a curry supper and disco in the TA
Centre. 94 Signal Squadron held a very successful (more than
70 attended) “welcome home” evening in Windsor for all those
soldiers and families recently returned from Operation TELIC.

Operational deployments aside, the Regiment has been extreme-
ly keen to promote Adventure Training since this is seen as a vital
component in enhancing leadership, moral courage and team
work.  To this end the Regiment has sponsored more than five

Adventure Training expeditions. The main event was a 10-day
deployment to the Pyrenees. Twenty-eight TA soldiers went on
Exercise COCKNEY PYRENEES, which was an arduous
high-altitude trek through some of the most demanding routes
in the Pyrenees. For the majority of the exercise soldiers
bivouacked just below the snow line on stunningly beautiful
glaciers. Staying on the theme of Adventure Training,

C r a f t s m a n
Noakes, a young
soldier from
Southfields, has
been selected for
the “last 28” to
participate in
the Army’s 2006
expedition to
climb Everest; –
the ultimate
challenge.

The Summit at last.  Left to Right; Warrant
Officer Class 2 Watson, Signaller Lovett ,  

Corporal Paine,  Lance Corporal Michaels,
Signaller Watts, Corporal O'Driscoll

Going down is a lot easier!  Left to Right; Craftsman Nokes,
Signaller Douglas, Lance-Corporal Hulin

View of St. Michael
Paternoster Royal,

from Innholders’ Hall
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tions like these the Mission to Seafarers, reaches out to them,
irrespective of nationality or creed, in 300 ports all over the
world.

Through a network of Chaplains, Honorary Chaplains, lay
staff and volunteers it visits them, in their ships or ashore, to
provide a welcome and offer whatever help is needed. This may
involve  anything from providing Bibles in their own languages
to giving comfort in bereavement and distress. It visits those in
foreign hospitals and gives support to any left stranded in for-
eign ports. In more than 100 ports the mission runs Centres
where seafarers can relax briefly away from their ships. The
facilities differ from port to port, but all have a chapel and a
telephone, e-mail and postal facilities, so that seafarers can keep
in touch with their families.

The Mission to Seafarers relies entirely on voluntary contribu-
tions to continue its work and any of our readers who feel
moved to support them should send their gifts to: Canon Bill
Christianson, Mission to Seafarers, College Street, Dowgate
Hill, London EC4. 

THE COST – AND THE VALUE – OF OUR GIVING

Charitable giving is a prime objective of the Worshipful
Company of Innholders, underpinning our relevance to

the outside world. Hitherto, the Company has been fortunate
in being able to give generously to its chosen causes – the old,
the young and the trade of Innholding – as well as many other
causes from time to time. The Company’s donations have often
been particularly valuable to the recipients because they don’t
involve the same red tape and bureaucratic restrictions that
accompany grants from other sources, thus enabling new pro-
jects to be “seeded” and some worthwhile but unusual projects
to be kick-started. 

The Company has been able to contribute generously to chari-
table causes largely because of the past generosity of its mem-
bers, coupled with the wise stewardship of these funds by our
Court. This has resulted in a portfolio of assets in the Company’s
charitable funds, including stocks and shares and property, from
which the income is used to make charitable donations each
year. Because charities can claim back the tax paid by donors,
their gifts can increase in value by 40% or more. 

Many of our predecessors have made legacies to the Company
in their wills. Where these have been turned into bricks and
mortar, they have resulted in spectacular gains in our assets. I
recently came across an inscription which used to appear in the
Hall’s panelling to commemorate the gift of the Eastern end of
our Hall (29 and 30 College Street) in 1921 by Past-Masters
Cronin and Wylde. Their gift of £500 has turned into a prop-
erty worth millions. (see inscription below)

In recent times, the Company’s charitable investments have fared
well compared to the market as a whole. However, in common
with the outlook for pension funds and private investors, we can-
not count on our assets growing fast enough to allow us to
increase our charitable giving in real terms in the future. 

If we are to be confident of maintaining or hopefully increasing
the real value of our charitable giving in the future, we need to
continue the tradition of members of the Company putting
something back into the Company in recognition of the bene-
fits and pleasure that they have received as members. 

If you would like to make a donation to the company’s charita-
ble funds, or are considering leaving a legacy in your will, please
contact the Clerk who can explain how this can be done.

(above:) HRH  the Princess Royal, President of the Mission to Seafarers
visiting  their Centre at Par, Cornwall 

(below:) with some of the staff at Pusan, South Korea

by Assistant Simon Leathes
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into the country, remain and flourish as centres of academic
excellence in the heart of the City. The first pair of pupils,
whom the Company supported for 6 years, are both predicted
to get top grade A Levels next summer. Two performed bril-
liantly in their GCSEs this year: Sophie Sibthorpe got four As
and five A*s. It is with quiet pride that we watch 6 very talent-
ed young people benefit from an education that would, with-
out the Company’s help, have been unaffordable for them.
Presently the Innholders are the only Livery Company to pro-
vide 100% of fees and moves are in hand to consider support-
ing another girl and boy to start in September 2005.  Following
a recent decision, this support will in future attract matched
funding from the Corporation, enabling two further pupils to
benefit in the same way.

CHILDREN FIRST. Last year the Company undertook to help
fund the post of Charity Director of Children First in Lewisham
which has been set up with
the aim of raising £1
Million. Two NHS Trusts
have come together with
the Departments of Social
Services and Education to
create a purpose-built facili-
ty for treating children with
disabilities and special
needs.  So often such chil-
dren have more than one
disability for which fre-
quent appointments are
necessary.  This Centre aims
to provide all the services
that are required under one roof thereby making things much
less stressful for the children and their families. Children First is
trying to raise the money needed to provide additional enhance-
ments over and above those which can be funded by Public
Money when the new Children & Young People's Centre opens
in Rushey Green, Catford in two years’ time.

PELHAM HOUSE. Many of the Livery will remember the
Company’s long association with Homes for the Elderly and
Rydons Home in Wimbledon in particular. It therefore seemed
especially fitting when an approach was received for support
from another such home in Wimbledon with connections with
Rydons. Pelham House is a purpose-built Residential Home
with 26 bedrooms. As a charity it caters mainly for those who
do not have the income to pay their own fees and it required
help to fund essential improvements to the sitting room where
the residents spend most of their time during the day. The
Company agreed to fund an extension to the lounge which was
opened in March. The ceremony was attended by the
Chairman of the Patronage Committee with his wife, by
Assistant Leathes and by the Chief Executive of Pelham House,
Edwin Draper who, with his wife, previously raised funds for
Rydons with Belinda Leathes. A framed inscription was
unveiled which reads: “This extension was made possible by a
donation from the bequest of the Late Fredrick William
Porritt, Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Innholders,
in memory of his wife Esther.”

INNHOLDERS’ PATRONAGE
Hugh Evans, Chairman, Patronage Committee

COMBAT STRESS, the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society,
which was set up in 1931, has as its principal aim the

restoration to health of body and mind of ex-service men and
women who have been traumatised by the harrowing events
that they have experienced, not only on active service but also
during peace-keeping and emergency relief operations.

This treatment is provided through group and individual coun-
selling with a national network of Welfare Officers and support
staff. In addition the Society operates three short stay centres
located in Surrey, Shropshire and Ayrshire where veterans can
be treated for up to six weeks per year. Sadly this support is still
very much required today and The Society made over 5,500
visits to veterans last year and provided more than 26,000 days
of treatment at its homes.

Training and development of its clinical staff is crucial for the
charity to provide the best levels of direct care to the veterans
who seek its support. The Company has therefore agreed to
fund a three-year Masters course at the University of
Wolverhampton to enable a senior nurse to qualify as a “Nurse
Teacher”. This individual is an experienced clinician who is
already experienced in the areas of Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy and currently provides training on an informal basis.  

CITY SCHOOLS. The two City of London schools are unique
amongst Local Authority Schools in that they are almost entire-
ly funded by the income derived from fees which, this year, are
just over £10,000. The Boys’ School can trace its roots back to
1442 when John Carpenter, The Town Clerk of London, died
and made provision in his will for the education of poor men’s
sons. After 400 years the endowment had increased in value so
much that the Corporation decided to build its own school
which was opened in 1837 off Cheapside. Subsequently the
success of the school has resulted in its need to move to bigger
premises, first in 1883 to the Victoria Embankment by
Blackfriars Bridge and then to its present position between St.
Paul’s and the Thames on what had once been the site of
Baynard’s Castle, a Tudor royal palace. (see photo below).

The Girls’ School too has new purpose-built premises in the
heart of the Barbican alongside the Arts Centre. So it is that
both schools, unlike the many founded by City Livery
Companies which over the years have moved out of London

Israel, a young lad from Lewisham,
who will benefit from the Young

People’s Centre
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LARKFIELD HALL, TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Larkfield Hall is a
charity of which Peter Dowling, our newly-elected Middle
Warden is Vice
Chairman. It cares
for 70 people with
severe learning
disabilities provid-
ing them with resi-
dential and day
care services. Now
Larkfield is devel-
oping “Training
for Work” pro-
grammes for its
young people in
partnership with a number of other bodies, using land and
buildings on the Larkfield estate. The Innholders’ Company has
agreed to provide £28,000 a year for three years to fund the pro-
ject development. 

In November 2003, an application was made for a Rural Revival
Grant to set up a Woodland Skills project using Cooper’s Rough
woodland, to provide a work experience programme for around
fifteen 16 – 18 year olds.  A grant of £7805 was awarded and
this was supplemented by a further grant from the Rural Revival
Fund of £10,000, which will be paid up to December 2004. 

The project has been allocated a specific site on the estate and
three small greenhouses have been erected, which are now liter-
ally ‘bearing fruit’. A garden area has been developed and fenced
to provide for the Project’s horticultural activities and organic
waste areas have been created and are now in use. 

‘Instant Muscle’, a training organisation working with young
people who are being prepared for life in the forces, has provid-

ed practical assis-
tance in these areas.
A ‘potting shed’
will be converted
into a tea room and
office facility and
new toilets will also
be provided, fund-
ed in part by the
Rural Revival
Grant and a
promise of a further
£8000 from Kent

Handicapped Children’s Organisation (KHCA), with whom
Larkfield has a very positive working relationship.

The Project Manager is Roy Brazier, who has a substantial bank-
ing background as well as experience in promoting trainee pro-
jects with local construction firms. His knowledge and experi-
ence should prove invaluable in securing more permanent fund-
ing for the project. Karen Aylett, who has recent experience as a
tutor at West Kent College providing horticultural activities for
adults with learning disabilities has also joined the team.

In 2004/5 Larkfield will be looking to develop the retail side of

the Project in order to encourage young people to have greater
exposure to the general public and to develop appropriate retail
skills. The project will continue to work with local schools with
students in their final year, to help prepare them for a life of
employment, and it is also intended to develop partnership
arrangements with local training providers to be able to secure
trainees – which in turn will help to increase the funding
stream for the project.

From September it will be mandatory to include work-related
learning activities within the curriculum, so WCI support for
this exciting project is most appropriate – and greatly appreci-
ated.

CHARITY SUB-COMMITTEE. PM Dr. Richard Glover,
chairman of this committee reports that the Court allocates
£30,000 annually for his committee to distribute among sever-
al hundred applicants. 26
grants were made in 2004.
These range in size from
£500, for the London
Children’s Flower Society,
to £2,500 for the Treloar
Trust. A great deal of
thought is given to the
selection of beneficiaries
with a view to the
Company’s declared aims:
to support the Elderly, the
Young and the Hotel
Industry. They have this in
common. They are clearly  in need of our help and they make
good use of our gifts. Some demonstrate amazing inventiveness
in helping the disadvantaged. 

The Treloar Trust, for instance, used our contribution to pur-
chase one of two Wise DX systems which can be programmed
to enable youngsters with little or no speech and/or restricted
hand function to operate sophisticated gear such as wheel-
chairs, TVs, videos and hundreds of household gadgets. The
picture above shows a wheelchair and equipment assessment
taking place in their Rehab. Engineering Department.  

Do you complete your Tax Return using the 
Inland Revenue’s On-Line Self Assessment?
Are you due a repayment this year?

If the answer to both these questions is “YES” then you could
help the Company’s Charitable Trust.

For those of you lucky enough to receive tax repayments
through completing Self Assessment Tax Returns, we have reg-
istered the Company’s Charitable Trust with the Inland
Revenue so that you may now nominate the Charitable Trust
to receive your tax repayment as a donation.   Simply use the
unique code EAK52UG on your tax return and the Inland
Revenue will automatically credit your repayment to the
Charitable Trust.  Now what could be easier than that?  If you
have any questions, please give the Clerk a call.
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and around Britain. Apart from having one of the top spas in
Europe, Pennyhill Park is also the base hotel for the World
Champion English Rugby team.

Master Innholders received four Cateys (the hotel equivalent
of Oscars) this year at the annual awards at Grosvenor House
in July.

Andrew McKenzie’s Vineyard at Stockcross was named
Independent Hotel of the Year. Christopher Cowdray at
Claridge’s won the group hotel of the year. Christopher has
since moved to be General Manager of the Dorchester which
will be hosting the 12th Annual General Managers Conference
in January 2005. The Right Hon. Lord Thurso was honoured
with the Tourism award. Michael Shepherd’s Savoy Grill
received the Chef award. Michael has also moved on to be
General Manager of the Hilton on Park Lane.

Master Innholders hotels received many other awards during
the year including the Caterer and Hotelkeeper hotel of the
year which went to Richard Ball’s Calcot Manor.

In July Moet Champagne hosted a group of Sommeliers and
Restaurant Managers from Master Innholder Hotels on a two
day educational trip to Epernay accompanied by the Clerk and
his wife. Moet again proved to be generous hosts (see picture
above).

Moet are one of a number of organizations who generously
contribute to the aims of the Master Innholders. These
include, in addition to the Worshipful Company, The Savoy
Educational Trust, American Express and Conde Nast
Johansens, publishers of the Johansens Hotel Guide.

The Master Innholders continue to thrive and arrangements
for the 2005 Conference in January 2005 at the Dorchester are
well under way.

INNHOLDERS’ GOLF. (PM Vass reports)

The golf year began with another visit to the RAC Country
Club at Epsom. 18 players took part and the day’s winner

was Paul Lloyd the guest of David Payne.

At the beginning of June we played the first of our matches
against the 31st Signals regiment and managed to lose by three
games to one. - Either they are really improving or we are get-
ting worse, or more probably just older.

Last year I reported that our match against the Stationers’
Company ended in defeat, but this time we inflicted a white-
wash on them by winning four to one. 

THE MASTER INNHOLDERS
Francis Young, Chief Executive of the MIs reports

At the Annual General Meeting in September, Graham
Bamford the General Manager of the Royal Garden Hotel

was elected Chairman, and Francis Young took over as Clerk
and Chief Executive.. That evening there was a splendid
Banquet at the Drapers’ Hall to celebrate 25 years since the
Master Innholders were formed back in 1978. It was the largest
Banquet that the Master Innholders had held and included in
the 200 who dined were 69 Master Innholders, 17 St. Julian
Scholars and 5 members of the Worshipful Company. The
guest speaker was Charles Minoprio, the Chairman of the
Masters of Wine. David Locket the outgoing Clerk was pre-
sented with an Oil painting by James Baker Pyne. 

In November the final interviews and selections were made for
the annual scholarships. Twelve candidates were selected to go
on the Developing General Management Potential course at
Cranfield University and two for the General Managers
Program at Cornell University in the United States. One other
candidate was sponsored to go on the Business Leaders
Programme at Cranfield.

January saw the 11th Annual Hotel General Managers
Conference held at the Savoy with the theme of Managing
Resources. The afternoon of Monday 19th was aimed at inde-
pendent hoteliers, and featured sessions on employment law,
buying and quality management. The Savoy pulled out all of
the stops for dinner that night and guests were entertained after
dinner by Rory Bremner and the Sylvia Young Dance School.

The theme continued into the second day of the Conference
with sessions on Managing People, the environment and prop-
erty. Attendance was again up on the previous year and the
Conference has firmly established itself as an important annu-
al event for the hotel industry.

The Spring weekend was held at the Chester Grosvenor Hotel
and was hosted by the Managing Director of the hotel and
Master Innholder Jonathan Slater. Everyone enjoyed the
delights of this wonderful hotel including the newly opened
spa and dinner on the second night was at His Grace the Duke
of Wesminster’s home Eaton Hall. His Grace owns the hotel.

Three prominent hoteliers received the award of Master
Innholder from the Master at the Court Dinner in June. They
were Jean-Jacques Pergant, the Managing Director of the Savoy
and Senior Vice President of the Savoy Group, which includes
Claridges, the Berkeley and the Connaught. Jean-Jacques has
run a number of top hotels during his career, many in his
native Canada.

Beppo Buchanan-Smith is the proprietor of the Isle of Eriska –
a seventeen-bedroom Pride of Britain Hotel on its own island
on the west of Scotland. In addition to being very involved in
promoting Scotland, Beppo is a board member of Pride of
Britain.

David Broadhead is the General Manager of Pennyhill Park at
Bagshot in Surrey. A Savoy trainee, David is a very experienced
hotelier having worked in many of the top hotels in London
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The annual match for the Martin Williamson Cup, which we
played against the Master Innholders at Badgemore GC again
was a most enjoyable day. During the half-hour period before
we teed off the heavens opened and we thought we were in for
a very wet round, but as soon as we started the rain stopped –
we are truly blessed, because we very rarely have wet days for
our games. The result was a win for the Worshipful Company.

The livery companies that played in early August in a charity
day at Milford Golf Club raised over £3,600 for the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme. 27 teams took part in what is now
becoming a regular fixture.

A new fixture this year was a visit to Castle Coombe in
Wiltshire where we were generously hosted by Paul Thompson,

General Manager of the
Manor House Hotel and
a St. Julian scholar.
Hopefully we will have
further meetings at this
venue involving Master
Innholders and St. Julian
alumni members.

The last event in this
report was the invitation
day at Hankley Common
held on 25th August.
Teams of two playing a
greensomes format

enjoyed this magnificent course and the eventual winners were
James and Andy Wates with 42 points.

Our thanks to the company for enabling us to form close ties
with organisations with whom we have on-going links such as
the Signals Regiment, the Master Innholders and now the St
Julian scholars.

WHILE THE HALL WAS CLOSED FOR 16 WEEKS . . 

Public buildings all over the country have had a busy (and
expensive) time recently, trying to comply with the

Disability Discrimination Act and Innholders’ Hall is no
exception.

The works not only include disabled facilities in the basement
but also update our cloakroom facilities for both female and
male visitors to the Hall.  In future there will be toilet facilities
for both sexes in the basement and on the first floor and, for
lady members of the Company, there will also be a shower in
their first floor cloakroom.  In addition, we are improving the
coat-hanging facilities in the basement.

The courtyard will be covered-in on the first floor so that it can
be used as a small seating area for members of  the Court wish-
ing to do some personal work while in the Hall. This area will
be available as an additional coat hanging space, by the use of
removable coat racks, when the Hall is busy. .  

We are carrying out extensive work in the kitchen to replace the
two layers of tiles on the walls (large numbers of which were
falling off!) with modern, hygienic, plastic wall cladding.  The

chefs have been busy too – between them, they have repainted
all the non-public areas of the Hall in the basement and have
already helped Bob repaint the Beadle’s flat.

Finally, the Clerk will benefit from the conversion of the attic
room above the minstrels’ gallery into a small bedroom and the
outside of the Hall is being repainted.

At the time of writing this, I have to say that my fingers are
crossed (which makes typing very difficult!), since I am sur-
rounded by dust, cement, piles of bricks and lengths of wood.
I just hope that our builders can get everything back together
so that, by the time of the Installation Court and Dinner, we
will be safely back in a much-improved Hall.

SOME OF THE NEWCOMERS IN 2004

Among the  new (and not-so-new) faces to be introduced in
this Annual Review is Julia Sibley, seen here with the

Master. She has been,
since 1998, the  Chief
Executive of the Savoy
Educational Trust,
working closely with
the Company in
awarding scholarships
at Ashridge and
Cornell University to
talented young hote-
liers recommended by
the Master Innhol-
ders. Her father, Sir
Max Williams, is a
Past Master of the
Solicitors’ Company and a Past-President of the Law Society.

Two of the faces below are new, but their names are not: Sam
(second from left) and George (second from right) Mellery-Pratt,
who became Freemen of the Innholders’ Company in May, are
the sons, respectively, of Assistant Tim (l) and Upper Warden
Anthony Mellery-Pratt (r) and grandsons of the Father of the
Company, Horace Mellery-Pratt. 

Andy and James Wates, winners at
Hankley Common Invitation Day

The Clerk reports on a hectic summer
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WORLD SAILORS’ PROGRESS

In last year’s Annual Review we reported the beginning of a
great adventure for Freemen Luke and Emma McEwen

(Emma is the daughter of the new Renter Warden Hugh
Evans). After a good Atlantic crossing their yacht Eagle Wing
was one of only two anchored in a bay at St. Lucia in the
Caribbean. By a strange coincidence they discovered that the
other yacht belonged to Liveryman John Spouse, who was wait-
ing to pick up his brother, our new Master, William Spouse. It’s
a small world indeed! 

Since then Emma and Luke have sailed through the Panama
Canal and called at the Gallapagos Islands before embarking on
another 3000-mile leg across the Pacific to Fatu Hiva, an island
paradise in the Marquesas, which is renowned for being further
from a continent than any other inhabited island. They now
plan to arrive in Australia by mid-November.

This newsletter is published each year in October. Please
send contributions to the Editor, Past Master Christian
Brann, by the end of August together with photographs.
Please provide separate captions stating: who is depicted,
(l.to r.) where, when and the event. Please give an address
for the return of pictures.

Clues Across 
1. Donor of Coleman Street Tenements comes to rest 

behind tree (6)
4. Garland part of boat say (6)
9. St. Julian was,according to the South English (9)
11. Name girl for grandmother (5)
12. Heartless Eve carries new germ for issue (6)
13. A non-starter? No matter: less chatter, at length (7,6)
17. Sign of some badge miniature, owned by a goldsmith? (6)
19. Appropriate? You surprise me somewhat (5)
22. The first company? (pre-fall) (9)
23. Mean pair hold answer (3)
24. Spot fruit at Duke’s Head (6)
25. Embellishes a party for Royal Naval surgeons primarily (6)

Clues Down
1. Was this plague caught from some syllabub on ice? (7)
2. Yeomen lost nothing here (5)
3. In 1384 men of this dishonour were to be denounced (3,4)
5. Before holding new one he gives prizes (5)
6. The Gospel (English version) at the Inn by Old Exchange (7)
7. Clues crossed by a worthy in Wood Street (4)
10. Hollar’s plan’s the limit, of course (5, 4)
14. I audibly let fall a tear (3, 4)
15. Held in trust we hear, by the Butchers? (7)
16. Trade goods from Dover and Sandwich possibly (7)
18. Perfect opening remark at the bridge table (5)
20. The Warden provides most of the supper (5)
21. Ancient and befuddled, egad (4)

THE ANNUAL REVIEW CROSSWORD

Harold Norman has a lot to celebrate: he first became a
Liveryman in 1954, just 50 years ago. Secondly, he and

his wife Pauline have been married for 60 years. She is now 90
and they have just celebrated their Diamond Wedding. And
because he is an experienced compiler of crosswords he has
decided to mark these occasions by setting our first-ever Prize
Crossword competition.

Readers are invited to try their skill by photo-copying this
crossword and sending completed entries to the editor c/o the
Clerk. The first correct entry received will qualify for a prize of
£25. So, hurry, put your thinking caps on and see what you can
do! Needless to say: “the editor’s decision is final! – The com-
piler’s school solution is safely locked in my safe.

I hope that I am not giving away secrets when I say that it will
help you solve this crossword if you have read the Company
History!

1                    2 3 4         5 6                    7

8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19      20

21

22 23

24 25

Emma and Luke
McEwen, both
Freemen of the
Innholders’ Company,
relaxing in the totally
unspoilt San Blas
Islands, 70 miles
from the Panama
Canal before embark-
ing on their  voyage
across the Pacific


