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I am honoured to have been elected Master for the 2016/17 year 
and I am looking forward to representing the Company in the City 
and with the charities we support.

My introduction to the Company came while I was articled at Druces 
& Attlee - the “Attlee” being my great-grandfather, Henry - around 
the time that John Edwardes Jones took over as Clerk from John 
Bentley. After qualifying as a solicitor, I stayed at the firm until 1999 
including a stint as its first Managing Partner. In 1999 I moved to 
the US law firm, Bryan Cave LLP, to start its English law practice and 
was Managing Partner of the London office from 2001 until 2006. 
My practice is corporate law, mostly mergers and acquisitions, and 
these days most of my work is with a privately held conglomerate, 
the Libra Group, which has a range of businesses including 
shipping, aviation, renewable energy … and hotels. In the hospitality 
sector I have also worked with a leading London pub company and 
various hotel groups on projects, large and small, in Europe, Asia, 
and the Americas.

Druces & Attlee was also where I met my wife, Annie, and we’ve 
been happily living in Wandsworth for many years where we - 
mostly Annie of course - brought up our five children.
I also have a coincidental connection with No. 32 (the Royal) 
Squadron which includes the Queen’s Flight – my father was Officer 
Commanding in the early 60s at RAF Benson.

My theme for the year is Involvement. Those on the Court well 
understand the work the Company does on the charitable side, 
as well as ensuring the future of the Company itself, but I hope 
that, through the year, we’ll be able to do a little more to explain 
this to all members of the Company and thereby demonstrate 
the relevance of the Company and open a few doors for more 
members to be involved in what we are doing.

I don’t imagine that the coming year will allow as much time as I 
might like for outside activities. When time permits I enjoy family, 
sailing, travel, golf, music, theatre ... more or less anything that 
allows an escape from the office!

We have a great team on the Court, most ably assisted by Dougal, 
Gillian and John, and I am sure Herbert will continue to delight us at 
Company dinners.

I look forward to welcoming you at the Hall in the coming year.
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It is somewhat amusing to me that one of the dictionary definitions 
of ‘Consort’ is to “habitually associate with someone, typically with 
the disapproval of others”!

Luckily I have met with no such disapproval during the year that 
I have enjoyed ‘habitually associating’ with your Master – and 
my good friend – Julia and, moreover, have been delighted by 
the warmth and friendship I have encountered  both in our own 
Company and the other Livery Companies which have hosted me 
during this busy year.

What did I expect when Julia conferred upon me this great honour? 
To be honest I am not sure; but as someone who has spent the 
majority of his career in the West End (or overseas) I was keen to 
find out what our great City of London had in store for me – with 
all the many traditions and ceremonies associated with the Livery 
Companies.

Continued...
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By Julia Sibley MBE, Immediate Past Master
Wow! What an amazing year I have just spent. People often ask me 
what has been the highlight of the year and I can honestly say that I 
think it is practically impossible to single out any one occasion. Out 
of the 130 or so events that I have had the privilege to attend and 
represent the Worshipful Company of Innholders, I have to say that 
they have all been so special that it would be almost unfair to pick 
any one of them. 

However I cannot let a review of my year go past without a special 
mention of the visit to Zurich and the Sechselauten. There is a 
separate article about this, but I just have to add that it was an 
extraordinary spectacle to witness and be part of. Even though the 
whole event is carried out in ‘schweizerdeutsch’, the spirit of the 
festival transcends the language barrier and it is impossible not to 
feel uplifted by the entire town of Zurich being involved. 

This article would also not be complete without talking about the 
wonderful afternoon spent at Buckingham Palace attending the 
Garden Party on behalf of the Company. The gardens and grounds 
of the Palace are so well looked after and stunning, together with 
the military bands playing, the sun shining and the English afternoon 
tea on offer, it is quintessentially English! 

Again the weather was incredibly kind when we ventured ‘North 
of the Border’ and headed to that wonderful property called 
Gleneagles for the Master’s Outing. Huge thanks to Bernard Murphy 
and his team for making it such a successful and special weekend. 
Certainly one for the memory book.

However prepared you think you are for this extraordinary year, 
I don’t think you can really anticipate the tremendous sense of 
honour and pride you feel when you enter the wonderful historic 
buildings where so many of the Livery Companies are housed. Each 
is so very individual, steeped in their own colourful history with 
many fascinating stories of times so long ago and yet with traditions 
barely altered. 

During the year you experience a complete kaleidoscope of 
emotions ranging from the nerves as you attend your first lunch, 
sadness as you attend the very moving remembrance day service 
at St Paul’s, to great pride when you host a lunch for the Company 
apprentices, to great joy and happiness as you make lasting 
friendships with the other wonderful Masters of the 109 other 
companies.  

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank David 
Cowdery for being such a fab consort! He has been a great support 
and with only 4 weeks to go, as I write this article, I have a challenge 
with him….and that is to actually go somewhere where he doesn’t 
know someone in the room! Thank you David. 

Finally, huge thanks must go to the Team for keeping the ‘show on 
the road’ relatively smoothly, i.e. Dougal, Gillian and John, but with 
a particular thank you to Gillian for her expert ‘diary keeping’, not an 
easy task!

Intriguingly what I had not expected was that the greater majority of 
events during the year do not invite the Master with her/his Consort, 
but rather, running in glorious parallel to the ‘Master’s programme’, 
is another delightful and busy programme hosted by the Consorts, 
for the Consorts over which, rather charmingly, the Lady Mayoress 
acts as benevolent ‘Queen Bee’. Indeed attendance at one of her 
own luncheon parties - in the setting of the private rooms at the 
Mansion House- has to be one of my highlights of the year.

Other highlights are almost too numerous to recount – a glorious 
Master’s Outing to Gleneagles, the Livery Dinner at the Mansion 
House, a sun-drenched Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, a 
Centenary Dinner at RAF Northolt, and, of course, lovely lunches 
and tours with other Consorts at various locations around the City. 
For my own luncheon I returned to my roots in the West End – and 
invited the Lady Mayoress and others to join me at The Cavalry and 
Guards Club.

Back in October, Nicholas Wolff (husband and perennial Consort 
to Dame Fiona), spoke at Tallow Chandlers Hall about the merits of 
being a Consort and the delights we all had in store.

Humorously he suggested that the unmarried Consorts might more 
appropriately be entitled ‘Escorts’. Julia and I have enjoyed the 
implied connotations of this description ever since!

Consort – or Escort – it has been a very special year – and my 
profound thanks goes to the Company, the Master, the Wardens 
and Clerks for making it all possible.

David J Cowdery
The Master’s Consort

HOWEVER PREPARED YOU 
THINK YOU ARE FOR THIS 
E X TR AORDINARY YEAR ,  I 
DON’ T  THINK YOU C AN REALLY 
ANT ICIPATE THE TREMENDOUS 
SENSE OF HONOUR AND PR IDE 
YOU FEEL WHEN YOU ENTER 
THE WONDERFUL HIS TORIC 
BUILDINGS WHERE SO MANY 
OF THE L IVERY COMPANIES ARE 
HOUSED.
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Char i t y  Vis i t 
Time and Talents was founded in 1887 to support the people of 
Rotherhithe and Bermondsey. Today it runs targeted projects 
working with people with high levels of need such as isolated 
elderly people and disabled groups, designed to create a strong, 
resilient, happy, and supportive community. The Chairman, The 
Reverend Bill Christianson FNI joined them for their Happy Monday 
Group, a social group for the over 60’s. The Innholders gave the 
charity a grant of £2,500 towards their tremendous work. If you 
are interested in visiting a charity and delivering a cheque then 
please do get in touch with Gillian Croxford, Clerk to the Charity 
Committee. 

March with the Master 
On a rainy Saturday in September the Master, 8 Innholders and 4 
family members set off on the Thames Path Challenge in order to 
raise funds for the Innholders’ Charitable Foundation, Kings College 
Limb Reconstruction Trust and the London Centre for Children with 
Cerebral Palsy. 

The Immediate Past Master, Graeme Groom, after last year having to 
pull out at 72.5km due to shin splints, this year completed the 100km 
challenge in 25 hours. Liverymen Stuart Johnson MI walked 50km 
and raised an amazing £8,370. The total raised by the walkers is now 
up to £15,570.00, thank you to everybody that made a donation. 
Jo Honigmann, the Chief Executive of the LCCCP was delighted to 
receive a cheque for £9,115 towards their “Milkshake Tree Appeal”.

P A T R O N A G E  &  C H A R I T Y4
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Hospital i t y Action Winter 
Fuel Payments £25,000
The Hospitality Action Winter Fuel Grant 
scheme was launched during the winter 
of 2010/2011 in response to requests from 
their beneficiaries for help with their fuel bills and also to support 
Age UK’s campaign to try to reduce the number of winter deaths in 
the UK within the older community from preventable cold related 
health conditions. 

Figures released by the ONS in November 2015 showed that over 
the winter of 2014/15 there were a staggering 40,800 excess winter 
deaths among the over 65s, with the majority of these deaths being 
in the over 75s. 

During the 2015/2016 winter period a total of £24,900 was spent 
helping 249 people with a Winter Fuel Grant.

Without these payments beneficiaries said they would be unable to 
afford to heat certain rooms of their house and would go without 
food in order to pay their utility bills. 

London Academy of
Excel lence – Bursar y Fund £12, 500
LAE is in Stratford, East London, right next to the station and the 
Olympic Park. It is a sixth form that teaches only the A levels most 
favoured by leading universities and employers. It opened in 
September 2012 and is already very successful: In 2014, 72 of 
LAE’s first cohort of sixth formers secured places at Russell Group 
universities and five secured places at Oxford or Cambridge, a 
100% increase in entry to Russell Group universities compared with 
the whole borough only two years previously. In 2015, 105 sixth 
formers secured places at Russell Group universities. In the same 
year, the Sunday Times named LAE “best sixth form in the country”. 

At LAE they are committed to ensuring that all sixth formers, 
regardless of their socio-economic background, achieve the highest 
possible outcomes and can take full advantage of all the amazing 
opportunities that they offer. The LAE bursary is available to aid 
sixth formers in paying for academic resources, travel to school, 
educational visits and sports kit. Sixth formers facing financial 
difficulty are also invited to apply for the Hardship Fund, an 
additional payment to fund educational endeavours.

Welfare Grants/Elder ly
Hospitality Action 46,500

Wine and Spirit Trades Benevolent 7,500

Licensed Trade Charity 22,400

Royal Trinity Hospice 2,600

79,000

The Young
School Scholarships 102,825

Teach First 20,000

London Academy of Excellence 12,500

Richard House Hospice 15,000

Snow Camp 2,000

Jamies Farm 13,000

Mayor’s Music Fund 1,000

166,325

Hotel  Industr y
Master Innholders Scholarships 58,000

Springboard 7,500

65,500

General  projec ts
Charity Committee Small Grants 35,000

Waterloo Uncovered 1,000

Lord Mayor's Appeal 1,500

The Clink 30,000

Robes Project 2,000

Annual Gift to Guildhall Library 250

Services Competitions & Awards 2,800

United Guilds Trust 150

National Memorial Arboretum 3,000

IDEALS 10,000

85,700

Total Patronage 396,525

John Weeks
Head Master of LAE gave 

an after dinner speech at 

our September Court Dinner. 
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Clink Event  in  May 
Back in May 60 members and their partners congregated at 
Innholders Hall to celebrate the Company’s grant of £90,000 to 
the Clink Charity, awarded over the next three years. Founded 
in 2009 by Alberto Crisci MBE, the charity’s sole aim is to reduce 
adult reoffending rates (which stand at 45.2% in the first year of 
release), by offering ex-inmates rewarding and challenging work in 
the hospitality industry, building employable skills in the process. 
Members ate canapés prepared by two ‘Clink Chefs’, served by a 
team of waiters that included ex-offenders and individuals currently 
living at Centre Point, before sitting down to enjoy a buffet supper. 

Cit y  L ivery Yacht  Club Regat ta 
At this year’s City Livery Yacht Club Regatta, 30 Innholders sailing in 
four boats achieved the best result the company has experienced in 
a number of years. Of the fifteen finishers of the Lord Mayor’s Cup, 
held on the Saturday, three of the top five boats flew Innholders 
colours. A fresh breeze led to an exciting race, with Innholder 2, 
helmed by Liveryman Joe Mellery-Pratt, crossing the line as the 
fourth boat home, adjusted to second place on corrected time, just 
six seconds ahead of the Immediate Past Dyer Prime Warden, who 
crossed the line 2 minutes behind them.

Burns Night  Supper
On Monday the 25th January, 36 people joined the Master to 
celebrate Burns Night at Innholders Hall. As is customary, the haggis 
was bagpiped in, carried by Herbert Berger who treated guests 
to a refined update on traditional Burns Night fare, incorporating 
Bashit neeps and champit tatties, iced whisky parfait and deep 
fried Mars bar petit fours. Liverymen David Guild gave the address 
to the Haggis, while David Cowdery contributed an amusing and 
interesting tribute to the Immortal Memory of the great Scott. The 
raffle on the evening raised £1,840 for the Innholders Charitable 
Foundation.

Awards Ceremony at HMS Raleigh
By T im Hassel l
In July I was asked to represent the Master at HMS Raleigh at 
Torpoint, in Cornwall, at the Defence Maritime Logistics School 
(DMLS) Awards Ceremony. Every year the Innholders’ Company 
donate a prize for the best overall performance during the current 
year’s Leading Stewards Qualifying Course.

This year the prize was awarded to Steward Mead who was greatly 
deserving of the award and it was a privilege to meet him to 
present him with the Company’s donation. It must also be said that 
the hospitality and welcome at Torpoint was exemplary and it is 
no wonder that they turn out such well trained and professional 
Stewards to serve in the Navy. 

Wheels  of  change
Dressed as Madame Thenardier, the innkeeper from Les 
Miserables, the Master rode a Boris bike decorated with 
wine bottles and grapes in the Concours d’Elegance in the 
City in June. The event – organised by the Company of 
Chartered Accountants as part of the annual Mr Porter-
sponsored London Nocturne cycling festival – is intended 
to show a more genteel side to city cycling, underscoring 
the point that cyclists need to share the urban jungle with 
pedestrians and other road users. 

The ‘race’ requires competitors to ride their bikes as 
considerately as possible along the London Nocturne 
circuit with the most considerate rider winning a £1,000-
Mr Porter voucher and an outfit from the trendy cycling 
brand Rapha. 

Corporate entry fees of £100 per rider and sponsorship 
went towards the Lord Mayor’s Appeal 2016 and the 
Hendy Murray Fund for Safer Streets.

A  Y E A R  O F  E V E N T S

Pancake masters
The Innholders were among more than 30 Livery companies 
represented at the twelfth annual Inter-Livery Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Race, in which the Master competed. The Poutlers’ 
organised event in Guildhall Yard, held on 9 February, saw masters 
running with a pan and pancake in gowns as well as chefs’ hats, 
aprons and gloves. By tradition, the Gunmakers called the start, 
Clockmakers provided time-keeping services, Fruiterers provided 
lemons for the pancakes and the Cutlers’ plastic forks. Heats for 
Masters’, Liverymen, Ladies’ and the novelty dress races were 
followed by finals and a run-off for the Victor Ludorum. Old Bailey 
won the Masters’ race. Lunch for competitors was in the Guildhall 
crypt.



Par  for  the course
By Char les  At t lee
Our season opener was played at the end of April on the 
Coronation Course at the RAC Woodcote Park and, despite hail on 
the days before and after this event, the weather on the day was 
wall to wall sunshine and 14 members and their guests had a most 
enjoyable day.

We were delighted that Jill and Mike Vass, who have been 
custodians of the golf team for the past 25 years, could attend the 
post-match lunch.

Our second match was at Winter Hill near Cookham in Berkshire 
and again the weather held up although we’d arrived in pouring 
rain. David Payne took the Stableford honours with 40 points with 
guests taking the remaining spots: William Bullock was second with 
33 points, and Chris Watson had the longest drive, but the highlight 
was Neil Mortimer: playing first on the Nearest the Pin hole, the 8th 
at some 150 yards, Neil, a 28 handicapper (for the moment!), saw off 
all contenders for that prize with a Hole in One which is believed to 
be a first for the Company golf days!

We have a good core group if 15 or more players but would love to 
see some new faces. The handicaps are not low and the emphasis is 
on conviviality rather than competition. Please join us! Just let Gillian 
Croxford know you are interested and she’ll include you on the golf 
emails.
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Sechseläuten!
By Char les  At t lee
Sechseläuten is the Zurich equivalent of the Lord Mayor’s Show 
… but with slightly more alcohol! It’s the Zurich Zünfte (livery 
companies or guilds) annual parade and we are fortunate to have 
a connection with the Zunft zur Meisen whose ancient privileges 
include our equivalent, wine tavern owners, as well as the trades of 
vintners, saddlers and painters.

To say it rained on the parade would be an understatement: the 
traditional finale, the burning of the Böögg, a giant snowman on 
top of, according to the programme, an attractive pile of faggots, 
took a record 45 minutes and was only accomplished with lashings 
of kerosene!

The Master and David Cowdery, and the Upper Warden and Annie 
Attlee, were hosted by the Miesen’s Second Master, Conrad Ulrich 
and his wife Anna-Barbara and their and the Meisen’s generosity 
and welcome more than overcame the weather and an excellent 
day, and night, were very much enjoyed.

Shoot ing Stars
By Andrew Ovey
WCI entered two teams for the Annual Inter-livery Clay Pigeon 
Shooting competition at Holland & Holland in May.

On the first wet day in its 27 year history, Innholders A (Cleary, 
McKenzie, Moule and Ovey standing in for Sqd Ldr Missen who was 
unavoidably delayed in the Caribbean - where presumably it was 
warm and sunny) claimed a credible top 20 finish.

Innholders B enjoyed a hotly contested Sinden and Chaplin Fathers 
& Sons match ending a tie of sorts with one winning father (Nick) 
and one winning son (Hal).

It was a great pleasure to dry off in the marquee with the post shoot 
hog roast and mingle with 140 teams from over 50 Companies.

32 ( The Royal )  Squadron 
Centenary Dinner
by Jul ia  S ib ley MBE
One very enjoyable event was held on Friday 19th August when I 
attended a formal dinner held in the Officers’ Mess at RAF Northolt 
as part of Number 32 (The Royal) Squadron’s centenary celebrations. 
Originally formed in 1916 as part of the Royal Flying Corps, the 
squadron saw action during the First and Second World Wars 
with fighter aircraft, but was disbanded in 1969. The Metropolitan 
Communications Squadron, involved in the VIP transport role, was 
renamed as No. 32 Squadron at that time. In 1995, the squadron was 
merged with the Queen’s Flight and incorporated ‘The Royal’ title 
into its name. At this time the squadron moved from RAF Benson 
to RAF Northolt, where it remains. Two flights within the squadron 
operate the British Aerospace 146 and AgustaWestland AW109.
The dinner was action packed, full of speeches, anecdotes and 
stories from over the 100 years. Particularly amusing was: ‘Korean 
Rules’ for dessert! 

RAC Prizes were presented from L to R to: Gerald McDonald (Nearest 
the Pin), Peter Ellis, Past Master of the Turners, 2nd best score (35), Maxim 
McDonald, 3rd best score (31), Neil Mortimer, guest, (Longest drive) and 
Damian Cleary, best score (36)

Wing Commander Stephen Courtnadge - Officer Commanding 
32 (The Royal) Squadron fully embracing the rules!

A  Y E A R  O F  E V E N T S
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Interview with a  Scholar  – 
David Taylor  FIH MI
Chief operating officer of Project 1898 and former chairman of the 
St. Julian Scholars David Taylor FIH MI talks about taking the leap 
from opening The London EDITION to launching a new hotel brand.

Since becoming a St. Julian Scholar in 2009 what have your career 
highlights been?
Whilst I was still at the Hoxton we won the Guardian’s UK Hotel of 
the Year both in 2009 and 2010. This recognised the hard work of 
the team we assembled and the level of innovation offered for its 
price point.

Successfully launching The London EDITION was a triumph for 
both Ian Schrager and Marriott International so that was certainly a 
highlight.

What has been the biggest challenge and opportunity as you 
moved from general manager to COO?
When you operate one hotel your leadership style significantly 
differs from the leadership style and behaviours required for 
somebody who is leading a group of hotels. I loved running one 
great hotel but to be successful as a group of hotels, I knew I 
needed the best general manager I could find for each location and 
a brilliant team surrounding me to differentiate our brand from the 
pack. 

Do you feel the scholarship has played a part in your move from 
general manager to COO? Was this all part of your career plan?
I didn’t plan to move away from being a hotel general manager 
but the opportunity was one I could not ignore. The scholarship 
definitely helped me develop the skills required to do more than 
run a hotel, albeit the role of a general manager has significantly 
changed over the last 20 years with stakeholder and owner 
management becoming a core part of the day job.

St  Jul ian Scholar  Update
By Joanne Taylor  Stagg,  Chairman,  St 
Jul ian Scholars

The St Julian Scholars (SJS) have once again had a most fruitful 
year increasing our membership and fulfilling our vision to keep 
developing our alumni both personally and professionally. 
As well as our successful Spring and Autumn meetings, we were also 
delighted to be able to contribute to the WCI “500 Appeal”. 
Always mindful of the patronage we have enjoyed from the WCI, 
the St Julian Scholars were delighted accept the Master Graeme 
Groom’s challenge and participate in raising funds for this notable 
anniversary. The Scholars set up an online auction last October, 
where a number of donations from the both SJS and Master 
Innholders were bundled into 40 amazing prizes. Among the lots 
were some truly unique opportunities such as a Swiss ballooning 
experience, a Suite stay and meeting The Hoff in London, a Thailand 
dream holiday, a Bee-keeping weekend or Kayaking in the North 
East (Dougal won this prize!).  The highest grossing lot, which 
contributed £1,700 to our total, was for a Chef’s table private dinner 
for 12 people at The Dorchester. It was with great pleasure that we 
were able to contribute fantastic £21,666.00 to the “500 Appeal”. 

The auction would not have been as successful if it wasn’t for the 
support we received from the Master Innholders. That support is 
reciprocal in that a number of SJS eagerly volunteered to join the 
MI’s fundraising initiative to cycle from London to Reims. Again 
demonstrating the close ties between us. 

The St Julian Scholars are proud to be so closely associated with the 
WCI and in fact followed their lead this year. As Julia Sibley MBE was 
installed as the first female master, so too was Joanne Taylor-Stagg 
appointed the first female chair of the SJS. 

You said in past interviews that the scholarship has helped your 
career and self-development ‘immensely’. In what ways has the 
scholarship supported your progression?
At times, hoteliers can be inward looking and don’t look to other 
industries that are disrupting behaviours. My time at Cranfield has 
taught me to be inquisitive and not just accept the first answer given 
and always look to be best in class regardless of your position or 
product offering.

What lessons have you learnt throughout your career in hospitality?
Get a mentor. There are various schemes through the Master 
Innholders, the St Julian Scholars, Springboard and the Savoy 
Society. Use the network of fantastic leaders in the UK hospitality 
industry and ask yourself what makes them great and look at how 
you can develop you own unique leadership style.  
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T H E  M A S T ER 
I N N H O L D ER S  W ELCO M E S 
N E W  M EM B ER S

Following the annual applications drive in November 2015, eleven 
leading hoteliers from the UK hospitality industry were selected to 
join The Master Innholders in April 2016. 
Selection followed a rigorous application process which included 
the submission of 1500-word paper and appearance before an 
interview panel where candidates were required to demonstrate 
their current contribution and support to the wider industry.

The following hoteliers have been selected to be awarded the title 
of Master Innholder:
• Gareth Banner, General Manager, St. Pancras Renaissance
• Robert Cook, Chief Operating Officer, Macdonald Hotels
• Graham Copeman, Group Hotels Director, The Zetter Group
• Patrick Dempsey OBE, Former MD, Whitbread Hotels & 

Restaurants
• Ross Grieve, Managing Director, Seaham Hall
• Michele Mella, General Manager, Barnsley House Hotel
• Daniel Pedreschi, General Manager, Park Plaza Westminster 

Bridge
• Oliver Raggett, Area General Manager, Apex Hotels London
• Kenneth Speirs, Hotel Director, Lime Wood
• Julian Tomlin, General Manager, Pennyhill Park Hotel
• Michelle Wells, General Manager, Park Plaza County Hall

Jonathan Raggett, chairman of The Master Innholders, said: “I 
am delighted to welcome these new members to The Master 
Innholders. Not only do they join an organisation committed to 
promoting the highest standards in hotel management, but also 
a friendship and support network of some of the industry’s most 
talented.”

A prestigious force within the hospitality industry, The Master 
Innholders, develops managers, influences standards and promotes 
study, discussion and research. The organisation runs the popular 
annual General Managers’ Conference in London and the highly-
acclaimed Master Innholder Scholarships and Aspiring Leaders 
Diploma education programmes. 

These latest recruits add to the organisation’s circa 140 members, 
all of whom are, or have been, prominent hoteliers, dedicated and 
committed to promoting best practice in the hospitality industry.
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Annual  Master  Innholders 
Dinner 10th September 2015 
the night  before their  bike 
race to Par is .
From the ‘Executive Chef’ to the ‘General Managers’ ‘On your 
bikes’ ……and allegedly we hear (with delight) there were a lot of 
sore bottoms!

Cour t  & Guest  Dinner 7 th 
Feburary
Only the best for our court and guests.

Ins ta l lat ion 
Dinner 6th 
October 
2015
Renter Warden Bill’s 
Bobotie special SA dish, 
the kitchen had great 
fun making such an 
unusual dish

Court Dinner 
to the Master 
Innholders 
7th June 
2016
In the master’s words ‘tea 
will never be the same 
again’

Ins ta l lat ion 
Dinner 6th 
October 
2015
Our first Lady Master 
in 501 years, for her 
installation dinner we 
made her favourite 
dessert of Baked Alaska



Paul 
St y l ianou
Front of House
Manager
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Cour t 
Dinner 19 th 
July  2016
A very pretty starterfor 
all our lovely ladies.

T im 
Richardson
Head Chef

Arnaud 
Viat te
Pastry Chef

Herbert 
Berger
Chef Director

Meet the Team

Elena 
Leva
Events 
Manager

Election 
Cour t 
Lunch 2nd 
August 2016
A classic fitting pudding 
to see the Innholders 
off on their summer 
breaks

Masters 
& Clerks 
Dinner 5th 
July  2016
The young learning from 
the Master



A Year  Away
By Alec Marsh

Having got married Liveryman Alec Marsh and his wife 
Ashley returned from Istanbul, where they spent 2015, with a 
little more than they bargained for – a bonnie baby boy named 
Herbert. Delivered of Ashley in April in West London, weighing 
8lbs 8ozs, Herbie hasn’t looked back since. ‘He guzzles his milk 
and devours solids – he’s absolutely thriving,’ says Alec. ‘At this rate 
he’ll be on a firm trajectory to join us in the hall in the not too distant 
future. He’s a great joy to us both and we’re looking forward to 
introducing him to Innholders.’
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Max’s first visit to the hall was in April, a year after I was brought 
on to the court.  While I was busy upstairs reviewing the company 
finances Max was holding up the bar.  I can confirm that our beadle 
can add babysitting to his list of duties, although I think he allowed 
Max one too many for the road. On the way home, at the helm of his 
buggy, he missed the last step at Cannon Street Station and cracked 
the bottle of wine hanging off the back, spilling wine all over the 
eastbound District line platform! They do say motherhood is a 
balancing act; I was worried by the topple but I was more upset at 
the loss of my tipple.  

A Quincentenia l  Baby
By Kezia  Hanson

It seems fitting that in the year of our first lady Master that I should 
break a few more boundaries to show the true face of women in 
the City today.  Maximilian is a quintessential and ‘Quincentenial’ 
baby. I discovered I was pregnant on the day of our white tie 
Guildhall celebrations last year. I attended the Installation Dinner 
in October with a bump and celebrated his birth in February with 
a bottle of Pol Roger, considerately supplied by the company!  A 
few sacrifices have to be made when you have a small baby.  Mine 
have been sleep (like most) and having to abstain at Innholder’s 
dinners.  However, he is becoming an excellent court companion.  

Chris tening in  the Crypt
By Jeremy Pope OBE DL

‘One of the great privileges of being appointed to ‘The 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire’ is to be able to 
use The Order’s Chapel in the Crypt at St Paul’s for family 
celebrations like christenings and weddings. So it was 
that on Saturday 9th July this year the Family assembled in 
the Chapel for the christening of Madeleine, daughter of 
Toby and his wife, Maya, where they had been married in 
September 2007. It was grand to welcome Maya’s family 
from Brazil to the Chapel for this further happy event. The 
Service and music, as one might expect, were wonderful 
and beautifully conducted by the Precentor which all 
added to the occasion. That pleasure was re-enforced 
when we repaired after the Service to Innholders’ Hall 
for delicious victuals! John, Elena, Paul and the whole 
Team were so kind and took such care of all the guests 
from babes in arms to senior citizens. Thanks to everyone 
involved.
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Tony Yol land

Freeman Anthony Christopher (Tony) Yolland died on 6th March 
2016 in Farnborough Hospital (Kent). 

The son of Brigadier Robin Yolland, OBE and Audrey Yolland, he 
was born on 22nd December 1941, and educated at Wellington and 
St Catharine’s College, Cambridge. Tony had a career in Marketing 
including Ogilvy and Mather then onto Beaverbrook Newspapers 
in the advertisement department of the Sunday Express. He left 
the newspaper world for the city where he became an institutional 
investment sales manager for the Save and Prosper Group. 

Tony was a keen skier and golfer although his greatest love was 
horseracing. He was a member of the Royal Ascot Racing Club 
which took him to Australia for the Melbourne Cup, through this 
Australian connection he joined the Cook Society. 

Introduced to the Company in 1989 by the late Past Master Ian 
Haire, Tony and was an active member of the St Julian Lodge (where 
he served for many years as Almoner).  He was also a Liveryman of 
the Turners’ Company.

Sir  Rober t  F inch

Sir Robert Finch, Master Innholder (2009-2010) and former Lord 
Mayor of London (2003-2004), was for years one of the foremost 
property lawyers in the capital. 

During his year in office as Lord Mayor, Robert visited more than 30 
countries, proving to be one of the most effective ambassadors to 
have held office in Mansion House and he helped to consolidate 
London’s reputation as a global centre of finance.  He was knighted 
in 2004.

Robert served for almost three decades in the property department 
of Linklaters, one of the leading London law firms. He moved to the 
property group Liberty International, where he became chairman of 
its board for three years.  He was a governor of the College of Law 
and Chairman of the Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS hospital trust, 
a cause to which he devoted much time and where he was able to 
save the children’s heart surgery unit from closure.

He lent his expertise to a number of charities and was especially 
keen on the arts and education. Much of the money raised by his 
Lord Mayor’s charity appeal was given to the LSO’s music education 
centre. Although he was not himself a musician, Robert loved 
listening to music, and was rewarded by being made an honorary 
member of the LSO in 2004.

He fell ill while in Bosham just before Easter and died of pneumonia 
on March 31, 2016, aged 71.  He is survived by his wife, Patricia, and 
his daughters, Alexandra, who is a Liveryman and Isabel, who is a 
Freeman.

Welcome to the new assis tant
Andrew McKenzie,  Managing Direc tor, 
The Vineyard at  Stockcross

My involvement with WCI started when I was made an MI in 2002. 
At my first MI dinner in September of that year the history of the 
Company, the grandeur of the hall and the traditions followed took 
my breath away; at that time to think I would join the Court would 
have seemed ridiculous.

As I joined the MI committee and eventually became chairman 
in 2008/ 2009, my exposure to the Company and the Court 
increased and I developed a fuller understanding of the scale of 
its activities and accomplishments.  I was made a liveryman in 2008 
and subsequently joined the catering committee which brought 
me even closer to the workings of the Court.  So when I was 
approached by the Clerk about joining as an Assistant I took a very 
deep breath and agreed.

So far so good but there is no honeymoon period; at my 2nd 
meeting I “agreed” to chair the catering committee but in turn 
was asked to join the wine committee, dirty job but someone has to 
do it!



N OT E S  F R O M  T H E 
C L ER K ’ S  O F F I C E

Char i t ies

You will read elsewhere of the projects that the Charity and 
Patronage Committees have been supporting and money-raising 
endeavours and events being made by members of the Company.  
With amalgamation of the Welfare Trust into the Innholders’ 
Charitable Foundation, we have now completed the final stage 
of the merger of all of the former unincorporated charities.  This 
exercise has streamlined the grant-making procedures and reduced 
the amount of money that we have to pay out for the annual 
inspection of the accounts by our auditors.  This, of course, means 
that more of the Charitable Foundation’s money is available for 
charitable purposes.
One potential downside of amalgamating the charities was the loss 
of recognition of donations and legacies made by past benefactors.  
However, the Court has commissioned a specially-bound book with 
details of all the legacies and donations made to the Company’s 
charities over the years and we very much hope that this will be 
available to view soon.

Hal l

Having spent a couple of years making sure that the Hall looked at 
its absolute best for the Quincentenary, this year has seen a much 
quieter year in terms of projects and maintenance – and most of it is 
hidden from view.
We replaced the hot water and central heating boilers last year and 
this year we’ve replaced several of the circulating pumps in the 
system – most of them have been working (or not, in some cases!) 
for the last 25 years or so.  Other minor projects include some 
repainting in the kitchen and in the Minstrels’ Gallery.
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Updat ing of  Personal  Records

Finally, may I remind you that we can only invite you to events at the 
Hall if we have up-to-date email addresses, telephone numbers and 
addresses for you.  
Every year, when we send out the Annual Review, at least 10 of 
them are returned marked “No longer at this address”.  If you have 
not received an invitation for a while, please check that we have 
your correct contact details: drop an email to mail@innholders.co.uk 
and we will be happy to update your records and entry in the “Blue 
Book”, which is available in both hard copy and on the members’ 
section of the Company website at www.innholders.org.uk, which 
is where you can also register to access the members’ section if you 
haven’t already done so.

Dougal Bulger, The Clerk
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