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Ian White

Installed as Master in October 2011

Ian was elected to the Livery in 1984 and to the 
Court in 2008, at which date he simultaneously 
became Renter Warden. Ian lives in Lindfield in 

West Sussex with his wife Julie. Unashamedly family 
centric, Ian and Julie have two of their three children 
living abroad, Samantha in Adelaide and Justine in 
Perth. They each have two 
children (Mia and Ellie, Belle 
and Leon). Mercifully their son, 
Jeremy, lives in Clapham with 
his wife Rachel and their son 
Joshua. 

Ian was educated at Brighton 
College, where he was head of 
school and head of house. He 
was in the eleven for three years and captain of cricket 
as well as being in the XV for two years.  He played 
for Sussex at every schoolboy level in both sports. 

He qualified as a Chartered Surveyor from the College 
of Estate Management, London University and joined 
Richard Ellis and Son when the firm was a partnership 
of 5 with 225 staff and one office. By the time he 
retired, the company was known as CBRE with a 
worldwide business of 225 offices and over 21,000 
staff.  Ian steadily rose through the ranks, firstly in 

the UK business working in both the city and west 
end offices of the UK practice. For the last 18 years 
of his career he worked on building the international 
business, eventually being on the worldwide board 
with responsibility for establishing and then running 
the firm’s corporate real estate arm around the world. 
Ian was non-executive director of the firm’s businesses 
in Spain, Switzerland, Italy, Brazil and Argentina, all 
of whose offices he helped to start up. 

Ian met Julie at Richard Ellis 
where she worked for one of 
the firm’s senior partners (a 
good career move!). Ian’s two 
brothers and two of Ian and 
Julie’s children, Sam and Jeremy, 
are all Chartered Surveyors; the 
other, Jay, being a Consultant 
Anaesthetist. 

Since retirement in 2000, Ian has held a number of 
non-executive posts connected with investment in 
real estate both in the UK and in Europe. He has also 
remained on the governing body of Brighton College 
where he has been a governor continuously since 1979 
and the Vice Chairman for 7 years. He is immensely 
proud of the progress the school has made and that in 
this year’s academic results tables it has been ranked 
as the leading academic co-educational independent 
school in the UK.   Representatives of the College’s 
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choir sang at Ian’s installation service in October.

Ian and Julie’s leisure time necessarily revolves 
around the far flung family, with regular visits to the 
Far East and Australia. When they are not doing that, 
Julie does volunteer work at the local hospital, and 
they love to travel through Europe to their house in 
Spain, accompanied by their remarkably naughty 
but lovely cream retriever puppy ‘Fudge’, who one 
way and another seems to rule their lives! Trips to 
Glyndebourne, Twickenham, Lords and various 
bunkers of various golf courses otherwise intervene. 

The year ahead will be a challenging one for both Ian 
and Julie, but one to which they both look forward. 
Julie worked in the City before the children were born 
and knows the area - and many of its personalities 
- well. George Gillon and Brian Harris, both Lay 
Sheriffs in recent years, Martin Farr who is the current 
Chairman of the City Planning Committee, as well as 
many former Masters of other livery companies are 
all old friends from Richard Ellis days - so life will 
not be a complete mystery! 

Ian’s programme for the year looks interesting; with 
a wide diversity of speakers at our dinners and of 
course Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
and the Olympic Games to look forward to.  Ian has 
expanded the outreach of the Beckford Lunch, in so 
far that this year it will be open to anyone associated 
with the Company in any way, together with family 
and friends and will be followed by a service of 
Lessons and Carols at St Michael Paternoster Royal. 
This event will be held on Saturday, December 10th 
and it is hoped as many members of the Company 
as possible will apply for tickets for their family and 
friends. 

Within the Company itself there are a number of issues 
to be faced and decisions to be made, all of which 
will call for clear thinking, a degree of statesmanship 
and leadership, if we are to continue to meet the right 
balance between the charitable objectives the company 

has set itself and the wonderful sociable atmosphere 
we have engendered over the years. Ian feels that the 
commitment for the company by the Livery is probably 
the strongest he has known in the years he has been 
associated with it. He has been particularly impressed 
with the quality of the newest of our membership and 
with the ever closer ties between the company and its 
historic roots with the hospitality industry, despite the 
ever worsening economic storms swirling around the 
world, the future of the Company looks assured.   

Ian has chosen ‘Regaining Trust and taking Personal 
Responsibility’ as the theme of his Mastership. “There 
was a time when this country was the beacon of the 
world for fair play and honesty and simply knowing 
how to do the right thing – in the City our word was 
our bond - yet now we seem to have lost trust in almost 
everything: in our governments and politicians, in our 
banks and sometimes in one another. Wars, Terrorism, 
riots on our streets and an economic catastrophe have 
made one dread turning on the news or picking up 
the morning paper; but I believe that every generation 
is tested by something. Some previous Masters have 
started their years facing two World wars and their 
livery and generation were severely tested. Most of us 
are fortunate not to have had to face anything of that 
magnitude, but quite possibly the difficulties we all 
now face is the test our generation has been set. 

As Innholders particularly, with our great history of 
nearly 500 years behind us, I feel that it is the duty 
of each of us to rouse, motivate and encourage the 
next generation, particularly those who through no 
fault of their own are poor and disadvantaged and 
those who feel they are outcasts from our society.  We 
can of course turn away and make out that all this 
is somebody else’s responsibility. Or, we can accept 
that, as members of a civilised community, by each 
taking personal responsibility we can at least play a 
small but important part by raising and then using our 
charitable funds towards helping others to regain the 
mutual trust in our society that we all crave”.
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I P M  Peter Denley

Reviews his year in office

The year has come and gone so quickly, and 
writing this article is the first opportunity I 
have had to think as a whole about “my year 

as Master”.

The blend and balance of the Company’s affairs – 
business and administrative matters, hospitality at 
the Hall, interaction with the Livery and other Livery 
Companies and providing charitable funding - is a 
tapestry one only fully appreciates when the Master’s 
year is over. 

In respect of the governance of our internal business 
affairs, by far the dominant issue of the year has been 
the finalisation of debate on a review of the Company’s 
finances in the light of uncertainties as to the level of 
income we may receive over the next few years.     The 
review, (which had been set up and continued under 
Past Masters Jeremy Pope and Sir Robert Finch), was 
undertaken by Charles Attlee, Tony Lorkin and Tom 
Richardson, and its findings, perhaps inevitably, were 
controversial.    The gathering of consensus in relation 
to this review was a gradual process during the year, 
and out of it the Wardens and I put forward further 
proposals to rationalise the use we make of our Hall 
in Court and Committee meetings and social events in 
the interests of financial restraint.

I hope and believe the acceptance of the principles 
of these proposals provides a framework for adapting 
and sustaining the company “ethos” in the foreseeable 
future, in a way which is compatible with our financial 
means.    

One of the most fundamental aims of our financial 
review has been to preserve - and if possible enhance 
- our capacity for charitable giving, our main raison 
d’être as a Livery company.     The Patronage Committee 
has recently produced plans to rebalance on a more 
equal basis the main categories of our giving between 

the young, the elderly and the hospitality industry.     
The Court will be considering these proposed changes 
in more detail in the near future.

On a personal level, I have been able to see the 
tangible results of our 
charitable giving in 
action:   scholarships 
awarded to pupils at the 
City of London Schools 
for Boys and Girls, to 
students at the Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama, 
to our chorister Charles Sladdin at St Paul’s Cathedral 
School and to scholars undertaking the Master 
Innholders Scholarships who, if successful, become 
St Julian Scholars.     I was delighted to invite Diana 
Vernon, the Headmistress of the City of London School 
for Girls as our guest at our February dinner when 
she was able to speak of the scope of the School’s 
work and the deployment of our funding, and to invite 
GSMD advanced music students John Paul Ekins and 
Luke  Russell to play for us in June.

Our relationship with the Master Innholders continues 
to strengthen.    With our first ‘Court’ Master Innholder, 
Nicholas Rettie, now installed as a Warden, the Master 
Innholders “brand” can be truly said to have come 
of age within the Company.    As well as bringing 
his own professional background to bear on issues 
relating to our Hall hospitality, I believe he will be 
a key influence in bringing the business skills and 
experience of other MI’s to bear.      Already, we have 
eleven MI’s on the Livery and two on the Court.   I 
was very pleased that my final act as Master was the 
admittance of the MI’s chairman Stuart Johnson to 
the livery. 

If all of the above touches and concerns the Company’s 
official and public affairs, the year was for me rich 
in personal warmth and enjoyment generated by so 
many of the Company’s social events at the Hall 

The Master welcomes Harry Moule to the 
Freedom in December 2010
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and elsewhere.    Two that stick in my memory 
particularly are the Lord Mayor’s Show when we had 
so many very young people at the Hall (including my 
own great nephew and niece who were thrilled with 
it), and the Beckford lunch which took place during 
our coldest winter for a century and when, (to the 
amusement of the Hall but to my own discomfort), my 
speech nosedived into absurdity as I eulogised about 
the display of our fine Beckford Punchbowl before 
noticing that it wasn’t actually on the table.    

The Master’s Outing in early July was another happy 
memory, when over a weekend 
of glorious summer weather, 
rare this year, Rosemary and 
I were able to bring the Court 
to “our” part of the world 
on the Northern edge of the 
Cotswolds.    We had a private 
viewing of Kiftsgate Garden 

and visited Stratford on Avon 
to see the new theatre which 
had just opened.   Many of us 
also attended a performance 
of “The Merchant of Venice” 
which divided opinion, as the 
play and production had been 
re-imagined in terms of modern 
day Las Vegas rather than 
Venice.   While many enjoyed what was certainly an 
unusually vivid production, for some the modernity 
jarred and one senior past master professed himself to 
be “battered and bruised by the encounter”.    

What mattered above all however was the opportunity 
for members of the Company 
to relax together, away from 
the formalities of the Hall.     
This was a time to get to know 
better our newest Assistants on 
the Court:  David Brann, Tom 

Richardson and Jamie Brewer and their respective 

wives.    Of course the 
“old-stagers” shone, 
making this an inimitable 
Innholders Event, and 
Tony Lorkin gamely 
attended, sporting a 
piratical black-patch due 

to an eye-disorder.     I 
felt proud and thrilled 
to be showing my home 
area to this wonderful 
group of people.

The year had more than 
its share of sadness with 
the deaths in January of Geoffrey Hughes and Richard 
Glover.    Both died suddenly and while in full harness 
on the Court.   Geoffrey had just presented the draft 
annual accounts to the Court a few days before his 
death.    Both were wonderful personalities and are 
very sadly missed by the Company.     On a personal 
note Geoffrey was a particular friend as, typically, he 
had always gone out of his way to be so kind and 
helpful to me as a junior member of the Court.   I 
felt immensely honoured to be asked by his widow 
Angela to give a reading at his memorial service.

As my home in Worcestershire is hardly in easy 
commuting distance from London, I probably used 
the Master’s flat in the Hall far more than most 
recent Masters.   I became 
known to the Hall staff as 
a “resident master”, which 
was something of a novelty 
to them.    The kindness and 
support I received from the 
clerk’s office (Dougal and 
Gillian) as well as from the Hall staff headed by our 
redoubtable beadle John and the kitchen team was 
very much appreciated by me and I want to thank 
them all.     Perhaps this is an appropriate point to 
add my thanks to my sister Rosemary for standing 
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in as Master’s Lady for the year, notwithstanding 
commitments to her own family.   I’m pleased to 
report that she very much enjoyed the year, and we 
couldn’t move anywhere without her camera being 
taken out for photographs.

The final strand of my recollections of the past 
year must be our relationship with the other Livery 
Companies.    It was both a privilege and a delight 
to be invited as Master to lunch or dine as the guest 
of so many of these companies throughout the year, 
presenting rare opportunities to visit so many of the 
other magnificent Halls and to see how the other 
companies operate in ways which are familiar to, 
but always distinctive from ours.    While this often 
induced feelings within me of envy and wonder at 
splendours elsewhere, it also made me appreciate 
even more the distinctive qualities of our own Hall 
and Company.

When in July of this year it was our turn to invite 
other companies to our Masters and Clerks dinner 
and repay the hospitality, the full significance of 
this annual event in our fellowship with other livery 
companies came home to me for the first time.   This 
is truly one of the “flagship” events of our year.

The last dinner I attended as Master was in late 
September, when I was invited by the Glass Sellers 
Company to their court Dinner at Stationers Hall.   
In a speech of welcome to the guests, a liveryman 
recounted some details of my background, and after 
referring to my interests in walking on Bredon Hill 
and Shakespeare at Stratford she exclaimed “Sir, you 
lead a charmed life!”    With so many lovely memories 
of my year as Master to grace my day-dreams as I 
walk, I do indeed lead a charmed life. 

News from the Court

The vacancy declared on the Court following 
the retirement of SPM Adrian House was filled 
on 1st February by the elevation of Liveryman 

Tom Richardson to Assistant. Tom was clothed with the 
Livery in 1997, and is the 6th generation of his family to be 
involved with the Worshipful Company.  As a Land Agent 
and Managing Partner for UK Regional business at Strutt 
& Parker he brings a wealth of experience 
not only to our property affairs, but also to 
the care and maintenance of our Hall – a 
Grade 1 listed building.  We welcome the 
‘added value’ he brings to our Court.

Short Term Assistants.   Readers will recall that 
during 2010 the Court agreed to appoint up to 3 
STA’s to the Court, such appointments normally 

to be for a term of 3 years, with the intention of giving 
these Liverymen an insight into the work of the Company 
and an opportunity to contribute to the organisation we 
all love.  STA’s are treated as full members of the Court, 
with all the privileges and obligations of other Court 
members.   Following recommendations from the Selection 
Committee, the Court were pleased to appoint 2 STA’s 
during the year:

Liveryman Jamie Brewer, son of Liveryman Jon Brewer 
was appointed on 7th December 2010. He was joined on 5th 
July by Liveryman Chris Chaplin, 
son of SPM Sir Malcolm Chaplin.   
Both Jamie and Chris are fully 
committed to developing this new 
role within the Court structure and 
we welcome them and look forward 
to their developing contributions to our Court affairs.

In accordance with Court rules, the Senior Past 
Master on the Court, Christian Brann, tendered 
his resignation on 4th October 2011 and as a result 

a vacancy was declared.  Not only did Chris complete 
over 20 years on the Court, passing through the Chair in 
1997-98, but he also acted as the Company’s publisher, 
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chronicler, editor and archivist over many years – see 
‘Archives’ later in this Review.

Geoffery Hughes, Senior Past Master        1924 – 2011

When news came of Geoffery’s sudden death in January at the 
age of 86, I was not alone in feeling that the world was suddenly 
a poorer place and that an irreplaceable friend, mentor and 
colleague had left us for pastures new.  To remember his life I 
asked his widow Angela, to whom he was married for 47 years, 
if she would share some of her memories, and also SPM Tony 
Lorkin, who worked closely with Geoffery on our financial 
matters.  Ed:

Angela wrote:  Born in 1924 in 
Kensington, Geoffrey was an only child.   He 
was educated at Whitgift School in Croydon 

until war broke out, then at Tonbridge, where he excelled 
at cross country running.  

He joined The Fleet Air 
Arm and was sent to Sidney 
Sussex College Cambridge 
on a short course where he 
read Engineering. He then 

trained as an Air Engineer Officer and served briefly before 
war ended. When he was demobbed he returned to Sidney 
Sussex, to read Economics.  During this time he was 
determined to ‘have a go’ at everything the University had 
to offer. His love of cross country running led to him being 
selected to captain the Cambridge Hare and Hounds. Sadly 
for him he was unable to gain his Blue as a spell of ill 
health stopped him from running in the Varsity race. He 
was, however, elected to the Hawkes Club. At the age of 
74 he took part in a team event to run from Lands End to 
John o’Groats in aid of Charity. Most mornings he would 
have a run on Hampstead Heath, and he did this the day 
before he died so very unexpectedly.

When he left Cambridge he joined his father’s practice, 
C.J. Hughes and Company, and qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in 1951.  By the time of his official retirement 
forty years later Geoffrey was Senior Partner of Everett 
and Son. He continued to look after some of his clients at 
home until the very end of his life. He always cycled into 

the City for work, and when he retired he continued to use 
his bicycle for appointments in central London, or to go to 
the Theatre or Prom’ Concerts.

 In 1945 at age 21 Geoffrey was admitted to the Livery 
of the Worshipful Company of Innholders in the City of 
London; his membership was to last some 65 years during 
which time he became an active member of the Court.  He 
was Master in 1970 and was proud of his contribution to 
the successful campaign for women to be admitted.

Geoffrey took great pride in his family and their 
achievements. Our daughter, Jane who works as a 
correspondent for the BBC; Gillian who works for the 
National Health Service as a Psychologist; Graham who 
read Engineering at Sydney and subsequently became a 
jazz musician; and Nigel who is a builder and designer in 
Spain. Our three grandchildren were a constant source of 
pleasure for him.

His engineering skills were put to good use throughout his 
life in maintaining his vintage Sunbeam Speed 20, which 
was his working car for many years, and which took him 
on a number of tours both 
here and abroad. His greatest 
joy was driving our daughter, 
Jane to her wedding three 
years ago.

His love of music and membership of two choirs was a 
shared pleasure between us. We enjoyed travel and marked 
the Millennium by trekking in Nepal. We loved skiing 
every year, and were looking forward to the next trip, 
booked for a few weeks after he died. 

Tony Lorkin  wrote:  I first got to know Geoffrey 
really well when I was elected to the Court in 
1989 and immediately became a member of the 

Finance & General Purposes Committee (F&GP), of which 
he was Chairman.  I suppose what drew us together was 
a mutual interest in all things financial and accounting!   
He remained Chairman until I had completed my term as 
Master in 2000, when I took over from him.
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The striking thing about Geoffrey was his attention to detail 
and determination to get things right.  As Chairman of the 
F&GP, he guided the Committee through some interesting 
times with his informal approach and quiet way.  He had 
been a professional chartered accountant in his career, 
rising to be senior partner of Everett & Son, which firm 
has now taken over some of the work Geoffrey did for the 
Company.

Geoffrey was responsible for all the finance and 
accounting functions.  He prepared the annual accounts 
for the Company and for the eight charitable trusts, which 
the Court administers.  He also prepared the Corporation 
Tax and quarterly VAT Returns.  He was a member of the 
Investment Committee and was very involved when the 
Hall was totally refurbished and expanded in 1990.  In all 
we are enormously indebted to him for everything that he 
did for the Company.   He once said that it was his way of 
repaying all the many benefits that he had received as an 
Innholder. 

It often happens that one learns so much more about 
someone at his or her memorial service.   I knew Geoffrey 
and Angela ran every day on Hampstead Heath, sang in a 
choir and owned a vintage Sunbeam motorcar.  If I rang 
him in the evening he would often ask if I could be quick, 
as he was just going out to a choir practice or, during the 
day, Angela would say he was in the garage under the car!  
Geoffery always cycled from Highgate to the Hall, come 
hail, wind and storm and often in his dinner jacket and as 
often as not with files strapped to his rear pannier!  Getting 
there was easy as it was almost all downhill, but going home 
it was all uphill and seriously so! What was so typical of 
him was that, with a very busy life, he always found time to 
discuss something or give some sound advice.   However, it 
became very clear at his memorial 
service just how enthusiastic he 
was about these “other” hobbies 
– for example, his Sunbeam, 
JJ19 (later used as his email 
address!), was parked outside 
the church and at the end of the 

service the Highgate Choral Society, accompanied by the 
congregation, sang the Halleluiah chorus from the Messiah.   
I think the sheer enthusiasm with which it was sung will be 
an indelible memory for all who were present.

Dr Richard Glover, Past Master     1928 – 2011

I am indebted to Sarah Tice, Richard’s daughter, for providing 
much of the material for this report.  Ed

The Company suffered a further blow in January 
with news of the death of Richard Glover, who 
had come onto the Livery in 1961, was elected to 

the Court in 1989 and served as our “Millenium Master” 
in 1999-2000 – a singular honour that will not be equalled 
for a very long time!

Richard was an Innholder through and through and never 
shirked advising on matters about which he felt deeply.  
As a medical man he felt it his 
duty to take care of our health 
needs.  The water purification 
system at College Street 
was installed at his urging 
and he was proud that its 
performance exceeded the 
criteria of Boeing, on whose 
747’s a similar system was in 
use.  His prompt action during a Court dinner certainly 
saved the life of one senior Past Master, and in recent time 
he championed the installation of a defibrillator and the 
attendant training of Hall staff.

Richard was born in Hove.  His father owned the Wenlock 
Brewery, supplying beer to a number of local public houses. 
The family lived in a private hotel on Brighton Seafront, 
as his mother lacked culinary abilities!  His father passed 
away when Richard was only two. His mother married Eric 
Young who brought Richard up as if he was his own son.

The family moved to Orpington, Kent and then, in 1947, 
to Chislehurst.  Richard was schooled at Bickley Hall 
followed by Charterhouse and went on to study medicine 
at the Middlesex Hospital, London.  After qualifying as a 



doctor he signed up for a short service Commission in the 
RAF as a Flying Officer in 1954.  

Richard knew Ann (née Chiesman) and her family from 
an early age.  They married on 24 April 1957 from the 
Parish Church in Chislehurst and went to Jersey for their 
honeymoon, as this was the furthest Richard could travel 
on an RAF rail pass!  They stayed at the L’Horizon Hotel 
and thereafter were regular visitors throughout their 
marriage.  Every boat that Richard subsequently owned 
was named L’Horizon and his sailing was based around his 
membership of the Royal Lymington Yacht Club.   Richard 
had intended to become a surgeon, but events led him 
to accept a partnership in the Oxshott Medical Practice, 
where he practiced until 1989. Some years after moving 
to Oxshott he became Medical Officer at Sandown Park 
Racecourse and over time expanded this role to include 
Kempton, Epsom and Lingfield.  Richard and Ann both 
loved the racing world and made many friends through this 
sport.

Richard’s introduction to the Livery came through Ann’s 
uncle, Russell Chiesman, who felt that his brewing roots 
made him well suited to the Company.   Richard and Ann 
had two children, Mark and Sarah – both now Liverymen 
- although we don’t see enough of Mark, as he lives in 
Australia.  There are two grandchildren enrolled as 
Apprentices and the links between the Chiesman, Balls 
and Dowling families have strengthened over the years. 

Richard served on the Charity committee for over 20 years 
and was a very dedicated and passionate Liveryman to 
the end.  A man of strong and focussed faith, he was an 
excellent doctor and a gentleman, in the best sense of that 
word.  He had a dry sense of humour, a strong sense of 
duty and was a very generous man who had a good life and 
gave much to many.   He died peacefully in his sleep on 
Saturday 22 January 2011.  We miss him.

Finally, the Court were much saddened by news of the 
death at the turn of the year of Sheila Ames, much loved 
wife of SPM Roger Ames, and dear friend to many of us.
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The Company Archive

PM Peter Dowling reports

Like all ancient Companies and organisations in 
the City of London, the Worshipful Company 
of Innholders has submitted a significant part 

of its collection of ancient documents and papers to the 
Guildhall Library archive, which forms part of the London 
Metropolitan Archive.  This is not just for safe custody, 
but also to make our archive available for inspection 
and study to interested parties in a controlled and secure 
environment.  

Nevertheless, there remains a considerable body of 
documents, photos and memorabilia within our own 
possession and for a good long while this has been looked 
after by SPM Christian Brann and stored in his house.  Not 
just stored, but also actively expanded over the years; for 
example, over a period Christian cajoled and corralled 
a number of former Masters into letting themselves be 
interviewed about their life and times.  These interviews 
were filmed and are now converted and stored on a 
number of CD’s, together with a typed manuscript, (not 
yet published), under the title ‘Living Memories recalled 
by Past Masters’.  They form a vital part of our 20th century 
history and include interviews with

 Horace Mellery-Pratt Master 1964

 Norman Hall    1965

 John (Ian) Haire    1973

 Derek Balls    1977

 Geoffery Hughes   1982

 Christian Whitby   1985

 Stephen Druce    1987

 John Bartlett     1988

 Antony Matthews   1990

 Michael Vass    1991

 Christian Brann   1998

 Paul Marsh Beadle   1972-2002
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Earlier this year I agreed to take over the materials held by 
Christian and to gradually catalogue them.  The intention 
is to then transfer them to the Hall, maybe onto shelving on 
the balcony, so that they may be available to the Livery for 
inspection.  Hopefully we will also be able to make some 
material - for example the recorded interviews - available 
on the new website that is about to be launched.

To whet your appetite, here are some extracts from 
Christian Brann’s [CB] interview with Paul Marsh [PM], 
who was Beadle from 1972 – 2002, but who lived in the 
Hall with his family from 1934, at which time he was 5 
years old. 

PM  Well, the war started in 1939 and I was at school in 
Fleet Street at the time and father was Beadle; we 
were talking about evacuating, but in fact we didn’t, 
we stayed in the Hall.  We went through the blitz and 
were fire bombed.  Father was an Air Warden and his 
post was across the road in Dyer’s Hall - that was the 
air raid wardens’ HQ.  One of the wardens, a chap 
named Harding, was killed with a high explosive 
bomb at Cordwainers’ Hall in Canning Street, which 
is no longer there.  Fortunately father was here when 
we had the big conflagration from an incendiary – 
there was no water, the Germans came at low tide of 
course.

CB Were you actually in the building when this 
happened?

PM Yes I was 

CB You must have been scared as you were only a 
youngster then

PM Well it was no great fun, you know.  My air raid shelter 
was the Company’s safe and I had a little camp bed 
in it.  We kept the door ajar, it was a very strong safe.  
If there was no air raid then we just slept in the flat 
upstairs.

CB Was mother with you in the air raid shelter?

PM Yes; we had some quite scary experiences when the 
Hall caught fire, there was debris all over the place, 
but we still managed to serve lunches even though the 
place was a bit of a wreck!

CB What was actually damaged when the incendiaries 
were dropped?

PM In the old days there used to be a pantry at the back 
of the Hall – that burnt out.  All the molten lead from 
the glass dome roof melted and came down and was 
on the floor.  We lost the Hall ceiling as it came down 
in bits and pieces.  The Old Court room ceiling was 
intact, just a few bits and pieces out of it, but we did 
lose the main Hall ceiling and all the chandeliers.  
Eventually it was cleared with just a bare brick wall 
and an open sky – that remained for many years until 
the Hall was reconstructed in 1950 -1952.

CB  How was the weather kept out at that time?

PM Well we had a local builder, he brought tarpaulins – we 
had lost a lot of the roof of course – and he put them 
on the roof and down the sides of the building and 
they were there for years; we didn’t have any means 
to get it repaired and we had to get a special license. 
We actually had a construction notice served on us by 
the council, but we overcame that problem as the man 
who served it was a Past Master of the Blacksmiths’ 
Company!

CB But the walls and the panelling stood up?

PM They did indeed.  There was a huge wooden prop 
against the side and also there were wooden beams 
shoring up the main hall roof – they were there for 
years as well.
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WCI Patronage 

Renter Warden Nicholas Rettie reports

The Worshipful Company of Innholders acts 
as the trustee of the Charitable Funds it has 
been bequeathed or has acquired in the past. 

The income generated from these invested funds is 
awarded to a variety of schemes and projects under 
the management of your Patronage Committee. 

Last year we reported on the ‘Patronage Workstream’ 
which set out the principles the committee uses 
when deciding how to allocate these funds. For 
the Annual Review this year, we would like to 
illustrate our work with some examples of the three 
sectors that benefit from these funds. These are 
the elderly, the young, and the hospitality industry, 
and different members of the committee take 
responsibility for the various projects we support. 

Bill Christianson, our erudite chaplain, looks after 
the elderly sector, and he has had the task this year 
of finding some new projects to support, because our 
giving to this sector has dwindled over the last few 
years. Currently Hospitality Action, the Wine & Spirit 
Trade Benevolent Trust and the Licensed Trade Charity 
welfare fund have each been given £5,000, and the 
Welfare Trust Pensions have been given £2,700, per year. 
These funds support “relief in need” and welfare cases. 

Bill rose to the challenge in typically robust style 
and has been in discussions with, among others, the 
Licensed Trade Charity. They submitted a request for 
help with a scheme they are developing to recruit, 
train and manage 24 volunteers to reach 144 people 
who used to work in the Licensed Trade and who 
suffer social isolation. The programme builds on 

the experience and strength of 
their existing Volunteer Visitor 
programme. The details are 
still to be finalised, however 

the Patronage Committee 
is excited about this 
project as it promises to 
deliver real benefit to a 
very vulnerable sector 
of society and one which 
may become more at 

risk given the pressure on local authority funding. 
We expect this project to take off early in 2012 
and look forward to reporting on their results.

David Brann - whose day job is Fundraising and 
Communications Director for the RNLI - looks 
after a number of the projects for the young, and 
he visited the Licensed 
Victuallers School in 
Ascot this year. If you 
have attended one of the 
Apprentices’ Lunches in 
January you may have 
met with some of their 
students, and extremely 
impressive they are too. The Company’s 
support for the school even predates Michael 
Vass’ deep interest in LVS - it started in 1850! 

We support them with a prize of £500 for best 
A-Level student, three scholarships at £1,000 each 
for Lower 6th and Upper 6th, and six bursaries for Tall 
Ships up to a maximum of £500 each. We interview 
ten students for the six places. Finally there are eight 
£300 language scholarships for work experience.

David met with Ian Mullins, the Head of Education 
at LVS and WCI Liveryman and came back 
with a glowing report - and I quote: “LVS is an 
exceptionally well run school, with excellent facilities 
and a friendly atmosphere. It has a long-standing 
relationship with the WCI, which is appreciated by 
the school and the students who benefit from our 
grants. The school meets our funding objects as it 
benefits children from families in the licensed trade. 
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LVS (Ascot) is a highly creditable organisation, 
with which WCI can be proud to be associated”.

Yvonne Burne, former Head of the City of London 
School for Girls is eminently qualified to look after 
our interests with both the City of London schools 
which we support. I too have spent some time at 
both schools and was hugely impressed with their 
quality. They are unashamedly selective schools but 
the scholarships we fund (match-funded by the City 
of London in all cases) mean that there are five boys 
and five girls, none of whom would be able to benefit 
from this remarkable education were it not for our 
support. Reading the reports we get from the schools 
on each of the five pupils we support is awe-inspiring!  

Julia Sibley, who is Chief Executive of The Savoy 
Educational Trust, oversees our hospitality industry 
giving. She has an unmatched knowledge of 
education and training in the industry, largely due to 
her assiduous visits and research. She plays a key role 
in the Company’s support for the Master Innholder 
Scholarships. This is jointly funded by the Company, 
The Savoy Educational Trust, the Master Innholder 
Charitable Trust and, since this year, the Lord Forte 
Foundation. The scheme funds about 20 rising 
stars in the hotel business to attend management 
development courses at either Lausanne, Cranfield or 
Cornell. It is aimed at those making, or about to make, 
the change from assistant management roles into 
business leadership. What better way to illustrate the 
remarkable impact these scholarships have on those 
who win them than to hear from their own reports:

Beppo Buchanan Smith attended the Business 
Leaders Programme at Cranfield: “I have found 
the whole experience to date exciting, invigorating 
and thought provoking and certainly have not only 
gained valuable insight & feedback but have now 
received tools which will make development within 
my situation possible. It has given me a more focused 
core purpose to the business and I will now be able to 

utilise these skills in other endeavours I am involved 
in locally and within the industry........ I am extremely 
grateful to all those who supported this application.” 

Sam Goss attended the ATDP at Cranfield: “I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my immense 
gratitude for awarding me a scholarship........ It 
has been over 8 years since I graduated with a 
degree in International Hospitality Management 
from Bournemouth University and also 8 years 
since I have undertaken academic development 
for a period of more than a couple of days. It has 
allowed me to learn a number of new skills which 
will be invaluable to my career and development as 
a manager and a leader. .............I now look forward 
to putting the skills I have gained into practice 
and I am keen to develop passionate youngsters 
within the industry so that I can give a little back”.

Gemma Balaam attended the Summer School 
programme at L’École Hotelière de Lausanne: “It 
was an invaluable experience that helped to develop 
my knowledge and skills both personally and as a 
manager in the hospitality industry. I have returned 
with a new determination and ideas to take the 
business and the team forward. ..........I would like 
to thank all those responsible for the opportunity of 
attending Lausanne Summer School and I am looking 
forward to passing on my newly gained knowledge.”

The Company should be proud of the wealth of 
benefit derived by so many people as a result of 
the schemes it supports. The Patronage Committee 
- in addition to those already referred to above, 
aided by Graeme Groom and the Clerk, Dougal 
Bulger, works hard to ensure that best possible use 
is made of the funds and I am most grateful for all 
their support over the last couple of years. I have 
handed over my role as Chair of this committee to 
Assistant Julia Sibley and I wish her every success 
for the future. I know that I speak for all of us in 
saying that we really value your input, ideas and help. 



The Master Innholders

Chairman Stuart Johnson reports

It is a year since Michael Gray handed over the baton 
of the chair, and a busy and productive year it has 
been for Master Innholders.

With a backdrop of economic turmoil within Europe and 
the United States Middle East Spring, VAT raised to 20% 
along with Government cutbacks on spending, and as I 
write war zones in selected parts of the UK due to copycat 
riots, the world of hospitality and tourism has witnessed a 
challenging year.  The Royal Wedding gave the country a 
morale boost and filled one member’s hotel coffers.  We 
now look forward to the Olympic torch route throughout 
the UK, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics 
and Para Olympics next summer.

The Master Innholder year began with an explosive force.  
The 18th General Managers’ Conference chaired by Andrew 
Stembridge was a sell out, returning to The Savoy.  A big 
thank you to Andrew and his committee who staged an 
informative and thought provoking line up of inspirational 
speakers.  The success of the Conference has allowed 
us not only to maintain our contribution to scholarships 
of £33k but also to support the Springboard Summer 
Programme £5K, The Ark £2.5K, the Savoy Mentoring 
Scheme £2.5K, AFWS £2.5K, Academy of Culinary 
Arts Adopt A School £2.5K, giving a total of £48K to 
support the future of hospitality.  Jonathan Raggett and his 
Committee have firm plans to make next year’s ‘Go for 
Gold’ Conference an even greater success.  It is to be held 
at Michael Shepherd’s Hilton on Park Lane and we look to 
attract even greater numbers.

The Spring Weekend was hosted by Danny Pecorelli and 
Rupert Spurgeon at South Lodge with attendance of nearly 
50, including Past Masters of the Worshipful Company, 

Liverymen and Master Innholders with their partners.  All 
had a wonderful weekend with a touch of sporting prowess 
on the golf course.

The St Julian Scholars Spring Weekend was held at 
Coworth Park, following the ever successful Debate in 
November.  They too have tasked themselves with a three-
year plan and I will work with their new Chairman David 
Taylor to ensure we continue to support each other to the 
mutual benefit of members.

Last year nineteen scholarships were awarded and to date 
this year we have had sixty applications, of which the 
number not associated with MIs has increased, showing 
that our network is widening!

Eleven Moet scholarships were awarded and Francis 
Young will escort the worthy winners to Champagne in 
September.

No year is complete without Master Innholders collecting 
awards or holding positions of influence:  

Chris Davey - has been appointed Chairman of the •	

BHA National Executive; 

Ciaran Fahy - Managing Director of The Cavendish •	

- the hotel was listed in The Sunday Times Best 
Employers as ‘an extraordinary employer’

Graham Bamford, Ramon Pajares and Michael •	

Shepherd – received 
honorary Doctorates 
from the University of 
West London

Philip Newnham-Hall •	

– won not one, but two Cateys, Manager of the 
Year and Hotel of the Year.

Andrew Stembridge who was •	
made Caterer & Hotel Keeper 
Hotelier of the Year in November 
2010 was elected by the 
Executive as Vice-Chairman.
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Eleven new Master Innholders were presented with their 
award by the Master at the Court Meeting on June 1st.  A 

large number are also St Julian 
Scholars.  I believe we can close 
this past year with a good feeling 
in that we have all accomplished a 
respectful amount.

This year celebrates two milestones for industry pioneers.  
Julia Sibley celebrated the 25th Birthday of the Savoy 
Educational Trust, without whom our Master Innholder 
Scholarships would not be in the form they are, and Anne 
Pierce the 21st birthday of Springboard, whose support of 
hospitality training to those who would otherwise not have 
an opportunity is remarkable.

My thanks to the Master, Peter Denley, for his and his 
Court’s support in the past year and for the Court’s generous 
hospitality in entertaining us at Innholders Hall in June.

My final thanks must go to the Executive Committee for 
their support over the past twelve months as we make 
progress on our five-year objectives and the tireless work 
of our Executive Secretary, Jeremy Logie.

ST JULIAN SCHOLARS

An update from Chairman, 
David Taylor

The St Julian Scholars were established in 2002 
and its members are all young professionals 
from our industry who have been generously 

awarded a scholarship through the Worshipful 
Company of Innholders, The Savoy Educational 
Trust, the Master Innholders Charitable Trust and, 
more recently, the Lord Forte Foundation.  After 
completing their scholarships at Cornell, Cranfield or 
Lausanne, the scholars are invited to join our Alumni 
Association which was created to provide continuing 
learning and an opportunity to meet up on a regular 
basis to discuss current issues and offer support to 
each other. The other important commitment of the 
St Julian Scholars is to offer their support to industry 
initiatives and organisations. Many of our members 
are on regional and national committees helping to 
mould the future of our industry. Our Alumni now has 
almost 110 active members throughout the UK and 
across the globe. With up to 20 scholarships being 
generously awarded each year, the Alumni will grow 
rapidly in the future. Many St Julian Scholars have 
been made Master Innholders and we were thrilled 
that Paul Brackley, Mark Godfrey, Tim Howard 
and Tim Hassell were accepted to become Master 
Innholders this year.

In November 2010 we held our Autumn meeting at 
the Royal Garden Hotel in Kensington kindly hosted 
by Graham Bamford and Tim Fryer. With some high 
profile panellists including Robert Cook, CEO of 
Malmaison and Hotel du Vin and industry legend Willy 
Bauer, we once again adopted the format of Question 
Time with some controversial questions being posed 
by SJS members and some other industry figures who 

The Sushi & Canape Chefs Challenge at the MI Spring 
Meeting, held at South Lodge, was accepted with alacrity - 

and no little success!!



were in attendance.  To complement this, Mary Jane 
Flanagan of Learn Purple - who is known to many 
members -  challenged the audience to consider what 
we were doing to develop ourselves, rather than just 
focusing on our teams. It was a successful session 
with all of our members furiously writing notes! 
During the event, we also held the induction for our 
new members, where they were 
briefed on the aims of the alumni. 
Following the meeting, we were 
guests of The Worshipful Company 
at Innholders Hall for a superb 
dinner accompanied by some 
splendid wine and a very witty speech provided by 
Peter Hancock, Chief Executive of Pride of Britain. 

The draw of the newly opened Coworth Park in Ascot 
led to a record attendance for our Spring Meeting, 
kindly hosted by Zoe Jenkins. 40 of our members 
arrived on the Sunday evening for a splendid dinner 
hosted in The Barn. A nightcap followed in the Drawing 
Room where our members exchanged war stories. The 
meeting the following day was insightful with some 
inspirational speakers, including Ian Scarth and Ian 
Miller from Lausanne Hotel School, who inspired the 
audience with a presentation on technology. Robbie 
Bargh of the Gorgeous Group presented his ‘A to Z’ 
of restaurant trends and honorary St Julian Scholar, 
Sally Atkinson, chaired a session on the Future of the 
St Julian Scholars.  

Following the discussion that took place regarding 
the future of the St Julian Scholars, the committee 
met subsequently for a whole day to turn these ideas 
into reality. Several sub groups of the committee 
have now been formed, each tasked to take forward 
one aspect of our three-year goals. For example, one 
group will focus on an inspiring events programme; 
another on finding ways to appeal to all members. 
We are planning to develop our own website and also 
to improve communications with members through 
social media. 

During the spring of 2011, many more of our members 
were given the opportunity to be paired up with a 
Mentor thanks to the Master Innholders Mentoring 
Scheme. Facilitated by David Morgan-Hewitt and 
his committee, there is no doubt that this scheme is 
a tremendous benefit to our members and over 50 
people now have a mentor. A number of senior St 
Julian Scholars are also acting as a mentor to a more 
junior member of our alumni. 

Looking forward to later this year we are holding 
our Autumn event at the brand new Renaissance St 
Pancras Hotel on the 28th October kindly hosted by 
Kevin Kelly. We already have an impressive group 
of speakers lined up for the day and we do hope that 
Master Innholders and members of the Worshipful 
Company will be able to attend. We have once again 
been kindly invited to dinner by The Worshipful 
Company after this event for the highlight of our 
year when we will welcome our new members and 
introduce them to the magnificence of The Innholders 
Hall.

We are already in the process of planning our spring 
meeting and are extremely grateful to Claire Randall 
who will be hosting the event at the award winning 
Lucknam Park in March. 

In closing, I would like to thank Paul Sadler who stood 
down at the spring meeting as Chair of the Scholars 
after his two year term. Paul’s dedication and ambition 
has seen the association move significantly forward 
during his tenure and I am thrilled that he has agreed 
to remain on our committee moving forward.
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“We bid you all a hearty welcome.......”

PM Peter Dowling, Chairman of Catering, reflects

I have to say that with the backdrop of the instability in 
the economy, the troubles in the banking sector and 
certain other elements in the City, 2010-11 looked 

as if it might be a really difficult year for the hospitality 
sector, particularly in our market area.   However, I needn’t 
have worried!  John Cash and the team rolled their sleeves 
a little higher, tightened their belts a notch and really went 
for it.  

The result was that our total sales revenue went up a few 
points, numbers increased by a real percentage and Hall 
hire revenue also rose.  The downside, of course, was 
reduced average spend per cover, which made it very hard 
to claw back the inevitable rises in food costs; but at the 
end of the day the net out-turn was above, but very close 
to, that which was achieved in the previous year.  

We are a team – and I think a happy and trusting one.  I can 
only thank them all sincerely for their outstanding efforts 
to make our catering an ongoing success story; John, 
Kenny, Andy, Matt, William, James, our waiting staff and 
the other members of our team. 

The last quarter of the year delivers a significant part of 
our Catering revenue, and we are so busy that I begin to 
have genuine concerns for the stamina of the staff – by 
the time we break for Christmas they will all deserve a 
good rest – but will they get it?   Or will they be cooking 
Christmas turkey with all the trimmings for the families at 
home?  Have a guess!!   

We are still marketing our product in difficult times and I 
am therefore glad that, as my term of office as Chairman 
has come to an end, the chair is being taken over by a real 
professional - our Renter Warden, Nicholas Rettie MI.  I 
wish him well.  To remain a centre of excellence, a close 
look at our affairs is needed, so with MI’s Peter Lederer 
and Anthony McKenzie also actively involved, we have a 
formidable body of expertise at our disposal. 

The Company supports the Catering and Stewarding 
activities of the Armed Services in three areas:

The Defence Food Services Team challenge, •	

involving all three services, held annually

The Food Services wing of the Defence Logistics •	

School at Worthy Down, Hampshire

The Professional course for Leading Stewards, •	

HMS Raleigh, Devon

I was happy to represent 
the Company at the 
Worthy Down Livery Day 
held at the end of July and 
had the good fortune to be 
teamed up for the hands-on 
cookery with John Righton, Master of the Cooks Company, 
which seemed rather appropriate.  We were put through our 

paces and then challenged 
to produce some Thai 
chicken in a curry sauce.  
The general consensus 
from the established 
company, especially those 
on station 4, was that we 

were head and shoulders ahead of the competition ....... 
Butchers eat your hearts out.

At the end of July Liveryman Malkolm Park was kind 
enough to attend the awards ceremony at HMS Raleigh and 
present our award to Leading Steward Luscombe.  Note 
for thirsty Innholders in Devon: Malkolm is the proprietor 
of the Swan Inn at Noss Mayo near Plymouth!!
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News from the Livery

The list of new arrivals and promotions is a 
long one this year.  In December 2010 we 
were delighted to welcome Harry Murray 

CBE, Chairman of Lucknam Park Hotel & Spa to 
the combined Freedom and Livery of the Company.  

Over many years Harry 
has been a luminary 
in the development of 
young hoteliers and 
has put his imprimatur 
firmly on the success of 
the mentoring scheme.   

David Hoare (May) and Stuart Johnson (Oct) also 
received the combined Freedom & Livery.  We 
welcome them all most warmly, as we do all those 
below.

Sarah O’Keefe and John Wylde joined us as 
Apprentices in January 2011

We welcomed 11 new Freemen: Ian Mullins, Harry 
Moule, Justin Herbert and Hugh Davie (Dec 2010); 
Sophie Bourdillon (Jan); Oliver Luddington, Sophia 
Sibthorpe, John Howard and Jason Essenhigh (May); 
Jakub Figurski and Joe Zhang (Sept).

12 Freemen were clothed with the Livery during the 
year: Mark Dodson-Wells, Hon James Sinclair, and 
Harriet Sinden (Feb); Marika Trembath and Nigel 
Fox (Apr); George Mellery-Pratt, Joe Mellery-Pratt, 
Luke Breen, Jacqueline Olsen and Ian Mullins (May); 
Alice Salter (Sept) and Robin Mellery-Pratt (Oct).

With such a grand list, it is not possible to publish 
all the photos that were taken during the year in the 
Annual Review, but a gallery will be posted on the 
website in due course.  Ed:

We received happy news from
 
Kezia Sinden (Livery) & Alex Hanson who were 
married in Kent at the beginning of July  

Annabel Dunlop, née Leathes, 
(Livery) had a baby son, George, 
who was born on 2 August 2011 at 
Chelsea and Westminster.  “At birth 
he was a dainty 7lbs 4ozs but has 
since done some very respectable 
growing and looks set to take after his Leathes / Haire 
relatives in the height department”!

We say ‘welcome’ to Joshua 
Robin born to Posy Noble, 
née Brewer, (Freeman).  
Posy wrote: “His lordship 
was born 22nd June. He 
is wonderful and a true 
blessing -   I can’t believe 
he’s 4+ months already”!
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In October I managed to get down to West Sussex, as I had heard 
that there was a singular project brewing there and I wanted to 
have a look.  Here is what I found. Ed:

Tucked away on a very unprepossessing 
Industrial Estate right next door to Ford Open 
Prison in West Sussex there is a small, rather 

dilapidated unit with the sign Newlife Paints above 
the door.  Don’t be fooled by appearances; inside 
there lies an unfolding story that is not only green, 
but really deserves to become a big success story. If 
you don’t already know him, let me introduce you to 
the MD, Liveryman Keith Harrison C.Chem MRSC. 

“Some 5 or more years ago, I was asked 
to clear out the shed and garage, and like 
most of us a large amount of the rubbish 
was tubs of emulsion paint. We all keep 
paint in case we need it, but almost never 
do! To throw away all of this paint was 
a terrible waste of a valuable resource 
and so I looked around for somewhere 
to recycle it. Having found that no one 
in Europe was doing so, and with my chemistry 
background in paint, I decided I would see what I 
could do. Newlife Paints was then formed some three 
years ago, and after two years of research we now 
produce an excellent quality paint from the waste 
paint that comes into us. 

Our process involves extracting the waste paint from 
the paint pots into large barrels. The waste is then fully 
homogenised by equipment rather like an industrial 
version of a kitchen liquidiser. We then carry out 
some chemistry on this blend, which involves re-
thickening the paint, improving its opacity, balancing 
the pH, and controlling any bacteria or moulds which 
may have grown while the paint is stored. We use 
natural minerals when adjusting the paint, such as 
Cornish china clay, kaolin, finely ground Italian 
white marble and we use organic thickener to restore 
the paint viscosity. Finally when all the chemistry 
has been completed, we carefully filter the paint to 

remove any unwanted debris, 
and then fill into new containers 
and re-label. In line with our 
environmental image, we use 
plastic paint pots that contain 
25% recycled plastic. As low carbon products are now 
needed, we are having the paint carbon foot printed, 
and we believe this will give us one of the lowest 
carbon footprints for any kind of paint.

In all we have already rescued over 100 tons of 
paint destined for land fill and our efforts are being 
recognised, as we have already won a series of 

awards, which include Best Recycled 
Product of the Year, Sustainable Product 
of the Year (where we beat Dulux and 
Crown for the award) and were presented 
with an Environmental Pioneering Award 
from Chris Huhne MP, on behalf of the 
Environment Agency.  The awards help a 
great deal, as many people think the idea 
is excellent, but they do worry that all 

our paint will be brown and smell! However, having 
carried out trials with many companies, they now 
know that our paint is as good as or better than virgin 
paint. Typically the waste we re-process contains over 
60% Dulux, so we start from a good quality base. 
Currently we make only decorative paint (for walls 
and ceilings) plus exterior masonry paint. However, 
we are planning further development, and within a 
year or so we should have expanded to have water 
based gloss, primers, undercoat and then a range of 
fence paints. We currently have a range of about 30 
colours. 

Business is now starting to grow, with paint going into 
over 100 B & Q stores early next year. We are working 
with one of the large paint 
companies, and have sold 
to many local stockists. We 
have supplied paint to Kier 
Construction that has been 
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used to refurbish social housing in Northumberland – 
and this is an area we hope to expand. In addition, our 
paint has been used on the BBC DIY SOS program, 
which will be broadcast later this year. The process 
is being patented, so that we can more easily expand 
by licensing the process to other users. Our next 
target area is likely to be in London, where we will 
be looking for companies who use paint in quantity 
and may want to look at “closed loop” recycling i.e. 
we take their waste paint, and supply them back with 
newly re-processed paint. We already have investment 
from Germany, and hope to set up later in 2012 on 
the continent, and have interest from as far away as 
Australia. 

The project is far larger than we 
ever envisaged, with the quantity 
of waste paint estimated by the 
government to be some 50 million 
litres of paint per annum.  As a result, I have much 
of the family involved, with my brother, wife and 
youngest daughter all working with me! The days of 
early home and holidays have rather disappeared, but 
somehow I still do get to attend the Innholders - but 
then I do have three Freemen of the company who are 
very understanding. Who knows, maybe our Hall will 
need repainting sometime in the future”!

In Memoriam: Florence June Marsh Freeman 
1930 – 2011

June and Paul Marsh were married at St James 
Garlick-Hythe, which stands just to the west of the 
Hall, in 1964.  The Ceremony was conducted by the 

Master of the day, Rev’d Canon E G Turner, assisted by the 
Queen’s Chaplain, Rev’d Canon Fox, with the subsequent 
reception held at 30 College Street – where else? 

So started a long and happy partnership, much of it spent 
under our roof; but before going on we must go back .............
Florence June Ramsay was born in June 1930, at which 

time her father Edward was a Thames ferryman, although 
he later became a security officer at HMSO in Harrow.  5th 
in a family of 10, June was educated at Wealdstone High 
School and left at the age of 14 to start work at HMSO.  After 
marrying Paul she came to Innholders’ Hall as assistant to 
Paul, who recalls, “she soon learnt to lay the tables for our 
banquets with the utmost precision.  On the Company’s 
functions she took charge of the Company’s table silver, 
cleaning it and checking it out and back to the strong room. 
She always greeted guests arriving at the Hall, looked after 
the bedrooms and supervised the cloakrooms, also keeping 
a register of members attending”. 

Paul and June lived on the Golden Lane Estate and did 
not move into the flat at 30 
College Street until after Gordon 
Marsh, Paul’s father, died in 
1972. From that time until the 
Hall was closed for refurbishment 
in 1989, she and Paul developed the 
catering, making Innholders’ Hall 
one of the most popular Halls in 
the City.  After their retirement in 1994 they went to live 
in Herne Bay, but remained frequent visitors to the Hall, 
Paul as Beadle Emeritus, June as ‘meeter and greeter’ par 
excellence, always with the loveliest of smiles and the 
warmest of friendly greetings.  As Freemen, both were 
frequent attendees at the Florence & Austin Balls dinner 
held in December.  June was truly part of the family of 
Innholders.

We also record with sadness the passing of Rev’d Sheila 
Webster, widow of the late SPM Jake Webster, who was 
Master in 1986.  Sheila took the Freedom of the Company 
in 1955 and was a regular visitor to the Hall, even after her 
husband’s death, sometimes officiating with our Chaplain 
at the Installation Service, at other times saying Grace and 
attending the Beckford lunch, and at all times bringing her 
charm, lively smile and genuine interest to all those she 
met.  We miss her. 



Innholders Afloat

While May 2010 saw Innholders licking 
their wounds after a savaging from the 
weather at Cowes, the 2011 City Livery 

Yacht Club regatta saw a happy return to normality, 
with 3 Innholder boats and their crews in attendance 
+ our very own ‘mother ship’.

Liveryman Alec Marsh takes up the story ................

There are few sights to gladden the spirits of a sailing 
Innholder more than the noble bow, gleaming white 
hull and broad, teak poop deck of the motor-yacht 
Nomansland making a stately progress across the 
Solent.

With Past Master Tony 
Mellery-Pratt and 
Middle Warden Tim 
Mellery-Pratt on her 
bridge, this majestic 
craft is the Wolsey of 
the waterways, the 

Bentley of the Beaulieu approaches, the Maybach of 
the Medina River.

Nomansland provided the buoyant social platform for 
the annual Innholders Afloat get-together on the Isle 
of Wight in May, as a gallant party of Innholders old 
and young repaired to the Solent to compete in the 
annual City Livery Yacht Club Regatta. 

The 15-strong Innholder 
party fielded three 
sailing boats to represent 
the Company. These 
little ships were: The 
Innholder, skippered 
by Past Master Hugh 
Evans, whose crew included his wife Delma, aboard 
their Moody 31; Innholder 2, captained by Renter 
Warden Tony Brighton, whose crew included his wife 
Linda, aboard their Maxi 1050 yacht; and Innholder 

3, commanded by Liveryman 
David Brann, whose crew 
included his wife Barbara and 
the seasoned shipmate Tony 
M-P, aboard his Contessa 28. 
Innholder 3 was also bolstered 
by your editor, Past Master 
Peter Dowling and was indeed, 
as Hugh Evans predicted, “a 
veteran thoroughbred”.

With the boats mustering in Cowes on the Friday before 
Saturday’s race, weather-beaten Innholders gathered 
aboard Nomansland for evening refreshments before 
joining the Dyers for a fortifying meal at the Island 
Sailing Club. Once again this was kindly co-hosted 
by Tony M-P. 

The following morning, blessed by blue skies and 
sunshine, 15 boats crossed the start line at 11am 
outside the Royal Yacht Squadron, off Cowes.

The course took the fleet against 
wind and tide for a westerly 
beat from Cowes, avoiding the 
shallows and the dangers of 
such navigational pitfalls such 
as Egypt Point and Gurnard 
Ledge.

Just like ugly fish of the same 
name, Gurnard Ledge can be 
unsightly, too, and at least one yacht was spied run 
briefly aground during the race.

In order to triumph in this first critical portion of the 
course, boats had to be daring and tuck close to the 
shore, keeping out of the way of the swingeing mid-
channel currents. This is a game of chicken, where 
you cannot actually see the other chicken, but merely 
hazard a guess with your instrumentation as to its 
proximity.

Showing the same skill and leadership that no doubt 
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delivered HMS Hermes safely to the South Atlantic, 
Hugh Evans and his crew, which included Liveryman 
Gill Russell and Freemen Bill Russell and Adrian 
Thomson, sped The Innholder forward, taking 
advantage of its shallow draft to hug closest to the 
shoreline and avoid the stronger tides found in the 
deeper waters. 

Despite pushing as near to the shore as they could, the 
crew of Innholder 2 looked on, unable to match the 
daring alacrity of Commander Evans. 

Meanwhile not to be outdone, David Brann aboard 
the fleet-footed Innholder 3 was already showing the 
other Innholders its heels, and making headway up 
the field, thanks to masterful sail handling. 

Once around Gurnard Ledge the race took the yachts 
up to the mouth of the Beaulieu River, and then back 
again, before the long run across the Solent, before 
turning back towards the finish line outside the Royal 
Yacht Squadron.

Little Emily, skippered by Mike Samuel from the 
Dyers’ Company, broke the tape, crossing the finishing 
line after 2 hours 45 minutes, for which he later lifted 
the Lord Mayor’s Cup.

The leading Innholder boat, David Brann and Innholder 
3, came seventh over all, finishing 54 minutes after 
Little Emily (when adjusted for handicap), and which 
for the uninitiated is the blink of an eye in nautical 
racing terms. Hugh Evans and The Innholder, arrived 
15 minutes later in ninth place, crossing the line just 

seven minutes before the race closing time of 4pm   five 
hours after the start. Thwarted by foul tides, Innholder 
2 was one of five competing boats which retired from 
the race, knowing that it would be impossible for 
them to finish in time.

There followed refreshments aboard Nomansland, 
and the presentation 
dinner that evening, 
hosted at the Royal 
Corinthian Yacht 
Club.  David Brann 
and Innholder 3, 
alias Conker, carried 
off the Epsom Cup 
for the highest placed small boat and also the Anne 
Glover Cup, presented to the Company by Past Master 
Richard Glover and awarded to the highest placed 
Innholder boat in the race. 

(Ed: Only rarely can a Court Assistant manage to get two Past 
Masters entirely at his beck and call for a whole day – but how 

well it paid off!!)

The following morning, amid high Force Eight winds, 
the small flotilla set off for their distant home ports, 
cheered by a superb weekend of sailing and blessed – 
up to that point - by beautiful weather!

Among those departing Innholder boats was 
Nomansland, who, while she hadn’t competed, 
had been a firm supporter over the weekend. She 
slipped her moorings and steamed majestically past 
the waiting Red Funnel Ferry and beyond the Royal 
Yacht Squadron, a lone, white shape heading out into 
the blustery, blue Solent. 

It called to mind one of the great first lines of 20th 
century popular fiction: “The great fish moved silently 
through the night water, propelled by short sweeps 
of its crescent tail. There was little other motion: an 
occasional correction of the apparently aimless course 
by the slight raising or lowering of a pectoral fin.”



The only other sight was, perhaps, of a Past Master 
or Middle Warden retrieving a fender from the port 
side. 

On behalf of those who attended, thanks to the 
Mellery-Pratts for turning out in force once again, and 
kindly sharing Nomansland with the Innholders.

Sincere thanks, of course, must go to the organiser of 
this year’s Innholders Afloat event, Hugh Evans. 

Finally, thanks are due again to Hugh and Delma, as 
well as David Brann and Tony and Linda Brighton 
for bringing their boats to Cowes, entering them in 
the race, and generously hosting fellow Innholders 
aboard their vessels. 

. 

Innholders Afloat

Drinks’ Trade Livery Companies Regatta

Past Master Hugh Evans reports

An Innholder Sailing Team met in Seaview 
in September for the second DTLC 
regatta to defend the cup that we won 

last year.  This is a charity event raising funds for 
charities relating to the drinks industry using the 
Seaview Yacht Club’s Mermaids .  Sadly this year 
with the Distillers unable to muster a team, the 
competition was reduced to just 3 Livery Companies 

- the Vintners, 
whose idea 
it was, the 
Brewers and 
ourselves, each 
with 3 crews.

The Innholder 
Team had a 
number of changes, with last year’s winning crew 
of Emma and Luke McEwen with Emma’s sister 
Clare Nicholson all unable to be there.  In addition 
we were without our captain, Upper Warden 
Tim Mellery-Pratt who had to call off at the last 
moment due to illness.  However, such is the depth 
of Innholder talent that we were able to call on, as 
helmsmen, Tim’s Liveryman son Joe, who flew in 
from Palma where he had been crewing a super 
yacht all summer and Assistant David Brann with his 
wife Barbara.

The wind on 
the day was 
forecast to be 
challenging.  
Fortunately, 
contrary to 
expectations, 
the 2 races 
in the morning were relatively quiet and the crews 
were given a chance to familiarise themselves with 
the boats.  However, after lunch the wind increased 
making for some very wet and exciting sailing.  Past 
Master Tony Mellery-Pratt, ably assisted by his 
crew, Liveryman Bill Russell, gave a masterclass 
as acting captain ,with 2 firsts and a second to lead 
the individual helmsman’s contest.  Behind him 
his nephew Joe with Past Master Hugh Evans and 
Delma onboard steadily improved to finish with 
a fourth and third place in the afternoon with the 
Branns plus Liveryman Luke Breen just behind.  
Sadly this performance was not quite enough to 
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prevent the Vintners from winning back the cup 
they presented last year, pushing the Innholders into 
second place.

Prizegiving 
and dinner in 
the Seaview 
Yacht Club 
followed in 
the evening, 
with the prizes 
being awarded 

by Major General Martin White, the Lord Lieutenant 
of the Isle of Wight.  

The night finished with a rendition by the Vintners 
of their traditional drinking song, in which they were 
joined by Bill Russell, who is also a Vintner. 

Innholders Golf Review

Senior Past Master Michael Vass reports on the 2011 
season

‘Oh to be in Epsom now that April’s there’! 
To paraphrase Browning’s words!  
April for the second year running gave 

us the best golfing weather of the season.  We started 
our year in wonderful sunshine at the RAC, Epsom 
for our annual match against the Master Innholders 
team playing for the Martin Williamson Cup.  It is 
fair to say that the WCIs have rather dominated this 
event over the last few years, 
so it was with great joy for 
the Master Innholders team, 
ably captained by Craig 
Drummond, to come in with 
the winning score and this 
was celebrated suitably!  
Prizes on that day were also won by Richard Edwards 
(MI) for the Nearest the Pin and Jane Renton (MI) 
for the Longest Drive. The best individual score of 
the day was achieved by David Payne (WCI) so at 
least we had one prize winner.  So congratulations to 
the MIs - we will be looking to retrieve the cup next 
year.     

                    In June we played the Waterfall Course at Mannings, 
which unfortunately was aptly named as we 
experienced torrential rain.  The joys of golf were hard 
to imagine on that day! However Richard Norman was 
undeterred and not only won the Nearest the Pin prize 
but also the best score 
of the day. Laurence 
Beere won the Longest 
Drive and his guest 
Chris Pennick was the 



overall runner-up.

The next game was the Ray Jeffs Cup played at Hartley 
Wintney, which is a City Livery charity event.  This 
was not our finest hour!  We struggled to put together 
a team of 4. Your scribe was reluctantly in the side but 
was suffering from ‘golfers’ elbow’ so not quite up to 
speed! Our fourth member set out but didn’t make it 
due to a car problem which left him on the M25 for 
a good part of the day, so it was up to Charles Attlee 
and Richard Norman, who did their best, but we were 
at a distinct disadvantage and our final score reflected 
that!

This was followed by our Invitation Day at Hankley 
Common -  always a good day played on an excellent 
course.  18 players took part and we were blessed 
with sunshine – had it been a day later we would 
have experienced another torrential downpour, but 
sometimes the weather gods are kind. The format for 
the day was Greensomes and the winning pair was 
Simon Leathes with his guest John Heskett followed 
by David Wates and his guest Jeremy Harris in second 
place.  Other prizes were for Nearest the Pin – Dennis 
Geal, guest of William Cowpe and Longest Drive – a 
MONSTER of nearly 300 yards by Laurence Beere.                                

The next game was at Woking GC in September, a 
very attractive course but a lot of heather! This was 
another guest day which was enjoyed by 12 players.  
The best score was achieved by Ruth Chaplin with an 

excellent 43 points.  Nearest the Pin was MI Richard 
Young and the Longest Drive was won by Charles 
Attlee.  In October we played at Bearwood Lakes GC 
in Berkshire.  Jill is a member and she arranged for 
3 other members to join in with us to keep the costs 
down – good move!  David Payne had the Mens’ Best 
Score with 37 points and Val Brimacombe, a club 
member, won the Ladies’ Best Score with 36 points. 
The Nearest the Pin prize was won by guest Roger 
Smith and the Nearest the Pin prize in 2 – a different 
challenge – was won by Clive Brimacombe, also a 
Bearwood member.

The final game, which involved 6 livery companies, 
was the Dowgate Hill Challenge held at Worplesdon 
Golf Club.  Although not achieving the glory of 
winning as we did in the inaugural game 4 years ago, 
we did better than last year.

Finally thanks to all the golfers who have taken part 
this year and as I have mentioned several times before, 
if you play golf and would like to join us for a game 
or two please contact me through the Clerk’s office.
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STOP PRESS

During the preparation of this Annual Review there 
have been notable awards made to two Master 
Innholders:

Peter Lederer CBE, Chairman of Gleneagles and 
Court Assistant at Innholders, and    

Stephen Carter OBE, Chairman of Cameron House 

We offer them both our hearty congratulations on 
these receiving these prestigious industry awards

I am indebted to Mark Lewis, Group Editor of Caterer and 
Hotelkeeper, for permission to use extracts from published 
articles for this item.  www.catererandhotelkeeper.com  

Peter Lederer, has been awarded 
the Lifetime Achievement 
accolade at this year’s AA 

Hospitality Awards.

Lederer, who has worked at Gleneagles 
in Auchterarder since 1984, was credited with developing 
the property into a world-class resort hotel. ‘With a career 
spanning over 40 years, Peter has and continues to make a 
significant contribution to the industry through his various 
roles and commitments,’ said an AA spokesperson.

He joined Gleneagles as general manager, but within 
three years was appointed managing director. He became 
chairman in 2007. Most recently, Lederer oversaw an £18m 
refurbishment programme that included the launch of an 
£8m destination spa, a Mediterranean-style restaurant - 
Deseo, a refurbished top floor “suite product” and a “zone” 
created for small children and teenagers. It was named 
Hotel of the Year at the AA Hospitality Awards for 2009-
10.

He told Caterer and Hotelkeeper: “It’s always nice to 
receive recognition like this. And not just for myself but 
for my team as well. It’s easy to say but it really is true that 
the secret is to surround yourself with good people.” 

Stephen Carter, chairman of 
De Vere Cameron House 
on Loch Lomond has been 

named as the 2011 Hotelier of the 
Year.

He was presented with his award at a celebratory lunch on 
1st November at Chewton Glen in New Milton, Hampshire, 
by Mark Lewis, the editor of Caterer and Hotelkeeper.

A panel of former winners of the Hotelier of the Year award, 
now in its 29th year and sponsored by the Casna Group, 
selected Carter as the 2011 winner for the outstanding 
contribution he has made to the hospitality industry during 
his 40 year-long career and his dedication to encouraging 
and developing young people both at Cameron House and 
within the wider industry.

Andrew Stembridge, managing director of Chewton Glen 
and 2010 Hotelier of the Year described Carter as one of 
the most generous hoteliers on the planet. “He’s thoroughly 
old fashioned in his approach to hospitality, but perfectly 
modern when it comes to nurturing his team. He’s been 
quietly doing marvellous things in Scotland forever and 
hence this worthy recognition is long overdue.”

Carter has been at Cameron House since 2008 since when 
he has steered the property through a £50m refurbishment 
to create a resort with 128 bedrooms, 115 time-share 
lodges, the Carrick spa with 17 treatment rooms and a 
PGA championship course. Annual turnover of the resort 
has risen from £12m in 2008 to the £25m today.

Earlier in his career, Carter oversaw the development and 
opening of the five-star St Andrews Bay Golf Resort & 
Spa, and held positions as operations director at Cliveden 
and general manager of the Caledonian hotel in Edinburgh. 
He is a board member of Visit Scotland, has been chairman 
of the Hospitality Industry Trust for Scotland for 11 years 
and is a founding director of the International Leadership 
School in Glasgow.


